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PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION. 



A FEW additions and explanatory notes, and a reduc- 
tion in size and price, constitute the main points of 
difiference between the present and former editions of 
this work. 

The Author has nothing to retract from the opinions 
he originally advanced in these pages, concerning the 
relative merits of the old and new systems of medicine. 
Time and enlarged experience have confirmed his con- 
viction that the Principle of Homoeopathy is based on 
immutable Truth. The practice of it will, of necessity, 
as the science advances, undergo modification ai;id im- 
provement. The chief alterations in this respect which 
the Author has adopted, consist in the more general 
employment, now than formerly, of the lower dilutions 
of medicines in the treatment of acute diseases, and in 
the relinquishment of the Globule in favour of the Pilule, 
on account of the much greater convenience of the 
latter. 
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VI PRElAt'l::. 

lu the prescriptions^ the figures indicate the attenuation 
of tlie medicines employed ; it being always understood, 
when not other>vise specified, that one drop, pilule, or 
globule, is the proper dose. 

It only remains for the Author to acknowledge the 
very favorable reception extended to the previous editions 
of this volume, and to express an earnest hope that this 
will continue, like its predecessors, to induce the thought- 
ful reader to examine and adopt the great and beneficent 
system of Homoeopathy. 



7, Uppee Montague Street, Russell Squaue, 
London ; Sept,, 1S58. 



PREFACE TO THE I'lRST EDITION. 



Five years ago an opponent of Homoeopathy from 
prejudice, I am now its disciple from conviction. Like 
most other members of the profession who had passed the 
ardour of youtli, and snbmitteil their doctrines to the test 
of experienccj I had become painfully alive to the in- 
efficiency of the prevailing system of medicine; but had 
never thought of looking to Homoeopathy as affording a 
trustworthy substitute. My acquaintance with that system 
was most superficial — enough to impart an erroneous im- 
preasion, but not enough to prevent me from joining in 
the laugh against its professorSj or restrain me from de- 
nomieing it as a chimera, fit only to occupy the mind of 
an enthusiast. 

Ui^ed by a non-professional friend to look into this new 
doctrine, I procured a poptdar treatise on the subject; 
read it ; and — unconvinced, as those who tnist to reading 
without experience, generally are — dismissed it from my 
memory. A few months later Homoeopatliy was again 
brought accidentally under my notice. I now felt it my 
duty to submit the question to a practical examination. 



Vm PEEFACE. 

The result is before the reader. Truth triumphed alike 
over custom, education, and prejudice. 

It is the fate of those who change their faith, whether 
in religion, politics, or science, to have that change attri- 
buted to unworthy motives. For this I am prepared : I 
cannot hope to escape the common lot. The foregoing 
facts are my answer to any such imputations. Having 
followed the old system with sufficient pecuniary success 
for ten years, nothing short of conviction would have in- 
duced its abandonment. 

Escaping, not unwillingly, from personal matters, I turn 
to the objects of this volume. Too palpable to be denied, 
the superiority of Homoeopathy in the treatment of 
chronic* diseases is the more readily admitted, because 
its opponents believe that they possess an indisputable 
vantage-ground in the treatment of acute diseases. Re- 
ferring to our Homoeopathic literature, we find numerous 
instances of the efficacy of the system when applied to the 
former ; but instances of its successful application in the 
latter are few and isolated. To supply this deficiency is 
the first object of the work. 

The cures of Homoeopathy are generally referred to 
faith, time, and unassisted nature. 

To reduce these agents within their proper limits, and 
to exhibit the unrivalled power of Homoeopathy over acute 
diseases, is my second object. 

In the first place, not one of the patients, whose cases 
are related, was conscious that he was treated Homoeo- 
pathically. This fact at once overthrows the first objection ; 



Chronic diseases — long-standing — slow of progress. 

Acute diseases — ^violent symptoms — rapid couree — fatal tendency. 



for, where no object is presented for its exercise, there can 
be no "faith." 

Again, in reference to the second supposed agent, whiles 
indispensable in chronic cases, in acute cases time is death. 
In the following examples the mitigation of the disease' 
follows too closely upon the application of the remedy, tO' 
admit of its being referred to " time." 

In reference to the third supposed agent, the diseases 
selected are, for the most part, of that violent character, 
that, if left to themselves, they generally terminate fatally. 
In these instances, the members of the old school never 
dream of trusting to " unassisted nature," but use the 
most powerful means at their disposal. If, in the auucsed 
cases, in which none of those measures were employed, the 
cure was due to the unaided efforts of nature, the sooner 
those gentlemen relinquish their treatment, aud rely solely 
on her power, the better. To be consistent they must 
do this, or confess that Homoeopathy does cure acute 
diseases. 

Since, then, it appears that neither of these agents is 
admissible, the only alternatives that remain are — Magic, 
or Homceopathy. 

I have thought it right to offer, in the first instance, a 
few general obsert-ations on the three principal Allopathic 
remedies — Bleeding, Salivation^ and Purgatives. 

Of the cases coUeetively it may be stated, that they are 
selected from between one and two thousand — of the same 
acute character — that have occurred in my own practice. 
As they are related for the purpose of proving the power, 
and not of teaching the practice, of Homceopathy, I have 
studied to preserve the identity of each case, without 
wearying the reader by unnecessary details. 

The introductory remarks which preface each subject. 



: 



PREFACE. 



while they convey to the non-professional reader such an 
insight into the different diseases as will enable him to 
appreciate the value of the remedies^ have likewise afforded 
me an opportunity to " hold the mirror up to'^ Allopathy. 
In doing this I have had but one object — that of affording 
those whose ranks I have left, the benefit of the light 
which Homoeopathy throws upon the imperfections of 
their system. 

London; March 1, 1849. 
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BLEEDING. 

When we remember tliat the biood ia the aoiirce whence 
every organ of the body derives its nutriment, and that through 
its renovating agency the whole frame ia anstained, it is diffi- 
ciJt to conceive of any proceeding more irrationai than that 
which ia adopted by the Allopatbiat* of abatracting large qiiaii- 
titiea of this fluid at the very moment when tbe system 18 
engaged in a desperate struggle with diaease, and, consequently, 
Htftuds BO urgently in need of its aupport. Sanctioned by no 
other consideration than this, the Homceopathiat would feel 
himaelf perfectly justified in avoiding a practice, which, being 
80 diametrically opposed to the plainest dictates of reason and 
common lense, cannot be otherwise than medically erroneous. 
But, weighty as such an argument uncJoubtedly is, he by no 
means regards it as forming the chief ground of his opposition 
to bloodletting. Hts objections to that operation are of a 
practieal character, and refer principally to the following points, 
namely, its pernicious influence over the progress of the disease 
— and the tedious and precarious state of convalescence, wliich, 
as a natural consequence, it superin duces. f 

" Allopfttbiat ia a term used to designate the practitioner of Allopal.liy 
— Itie old or ordinary ajsteni of medicine. HomceopalUist, iu like manner, 
i» u|iplied to llie practitioner of HomiEopfltlij— the new sjstem of medi- 

t Tlie difficuhies which surrumid ibis rEmedj may be inferred from 
the uumber of works wliioh Lave been written on llie subject. Dr. 
MarabaU Hall enumerates llie following as t)ie priiieipai morbid effeels 
■*iif the ](is8 of blood, viz. ; — syncope (or fainlinp), convulsions, delirium, 
;oiiiis (or inseuailiilitj), sudden dii/oiKliov, escesaive rc-selioii, iiiariH, 
jSniauvosis ( blindness j, siuking. 

I 



2 BLEEDIN'O. 

The mo3t striking circumstance in connexion with this re- 
medy, and to wliich most, if not all, the other evils attendant 
upon it may be traced, is, its weakening effect upon the system. 
No one who has watched the proj:^ess of an acute disease, 
in wliich bloodletting has been largely employed, can have 
failed to be struck witli the extreme state of exhaustion, to 
which, in a remarkably short space of time, the patient has 
been reduced. 

To understand this more clearly, let us take the case of a 
patient labouring under inflammation of the lungs, or pleura — 
diseases in which bleeding is universally recommended, in ordi- 
nary practice. We find him complaining of severe pain in the 
side, and difficulty of breathing : this is his chief, probably, his 
only source of suffering — we find him moving, walking, and 
performing any other action not requiring much bodily exer- 
tion. Do we hear him complain of much weakness ? Certainly 
not ! Observe this same patient after the lapse of a few hours 
— the change startles you ! He is already reduced to the 
lowest point of physical depression — he can scarcely speak 
above a whisper, move without being supported, or drink 
unless the cup is held to his lips. Whence this sudden altera- 
tion? Assuredly not from the progress of the disorder. 
There is no inflammatory complaint, however severe, which, 
even if left to itself, will, in so short a space of time, produce 
such powerful effects upon the vital energies. It is to the 
remedy, and not to the disease, that we must look for a solution 
of the question. And the explanation is but too palpable : — 
he has been bled till he fainted : till his cheek was blanched, 
his eye dim, and his pulse scarcely perceptible. Ee-action 
manifesting itself, the operation was repeated, and the system 
brought down to its former level. This is done again and 
again till it can be borne no longer : then only does the de- 
stroyer stay his hand. But though the victory of the lancet 
is complete, let not the reader imagine that the struggle is 
over : subdued, but not annihilated, the eradication of the 
disease is committed to the leech, the cupping-glass, the blister 



naiiseants, purgatives, imd Balivation — these, after bleeding haa 
done its work, even if they be not employed simultaneously 
with that operation, are brought to bear upon the exhausted 
patient. 

Melancholy aa this picture is, it is but too faithful a trau- . 
script of a large class of cases. "Without asserting that in 
every instance, depletion ie carried to such an extent, it ia | 
neverthelesB true that, to a greater or less degree, it is adopted 
in all caaes w-hieh are treated in accordance with the written 
rule of the old school ; and it is alone by producing this state 
of depreasion that bleeding ever does any good. According i 
to Dra. Crawford and Tweedie, it ia " employed with the object 
of diminiahing the quantity of blood, and at the same time of j 
abating the force and frequency of the action of the heart and 
arterica." To the aamo extent, therefore, that it robs the 
eystem of its "vital fluid," doea it deprive it of its vital 
energy. Beyond this, from the very natnre of the operation, 
it does not posaoaa, and therefore cannot esercisc, any remedial 
virtue.* 

• TLe following is extracted rrom a Lecture on llie Tiealmeut of | 
Pleura- pneumonia, or Influinmaliun of the Lunpa witli Plenrisy, written i 
bj tbe late Mr. Gutlirie, and reported in the ' Medical Times," of !Fel]. 
19tii, ISJB— 

" la tlie jear 1801, 1 found myBclf, not seveuteea jeara of age, in 
eljarge of a. regiment of infantry, on tlie top of tlie Berrj Head, tbe 
outermost point of Torbaj. Tlie men were soon attacked bj pneu- 
monia. I had been tauglit the practice of plijsio in London- — lifld Fol- 
'lowed, among other avocations, the late Urs. Rowley aud Hooper fur ' 
.three years, and, in consonance wttb tlieir views, bled mj patients three 
and fourtinies in tic first forty-eight hoora. I Brat drew sixteeu ounces, 
itliCD fourteen, tben twelve, tben abstracted, as the complaint continued, 
eig^t ounces ) gave tartjir-emetic, so as to keep up nausea ; then caiumel, 
Ltitnony, and opium, and lost my patients. Diacomiiled by m; 
, I reconsidered every case, and saw that, however ajstemati- 
lUj I had acted, the disease had not been arrested in any one of them. 
tJnJael enough hsd not been done. Recollecting what I bad been told 
■tliern constitutions, and of country practice, I determined that i 



The foregoing remarks have eajiecial reference to those more 1 
fdvorable cases, which, occurring in persons of rohuet habit I 
aH(i sound constitution, run their course rapidly, and notwith- 
Mtanding the employment of the violent measures I have de- 
scribed, result in the restoration of perfect health. 

But it unfortunately happens that the most critical attacks 
of inflammation occur, not as ie generally suppoBcd, in the 
Btnnig and robust, but in those who, poasesaing constitution! 
naturally weak, or from other accidental circumstaneeB ren- 
dered BO, are least able to withstand the efi'ecta of depleting 
remedies — delicate females, infanta, aged persons, and thow 
predisposed to consumption. 

Tliat the medical man of the old school cannot he placed in 
a more perplexing situation than when called upon t-o treat a 
case of this description, I can testify from personal experience. 
On the one hand he sees a disease, which if left to itself will, 
in all prohability, directly or indirectly, prove destructive to 
bis patient : on the other, he meets with an array of circmn- 
Htances which forbid the application of the only effectual 
means he has at his command — he dare not resort to his fa- 
vorite remedy— he must sheath his lancet — he is reduced to 
the half measures of cupping, leeching, blistering, and saKva- 
tion : expedients which, whilst they exercise little or no bene- 
liciai influence over the progress of the disease, still exert the 
baneful property of debilitating the system, and thereby 
depriving nature of that power, by the aid of which she might 
otherwise successfully struggle agauiat Iier adversary FoUowi-i 
m^ the natural tendency ot all these caaea, the disease, still 
unsubdued, runs on mto the chronic form and if the chest im 
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BLEED IN Q. 

the part affected, consumptioa but too commonly manifesta 
iteeli" as the disastroua consequence. It ia no novel opiniou 
that bleeding, and other debilitating remediea, so often reck- 
lessly employed in Allopathic practice, may be justly regarded 
aa among the moat powerful prediapoaing causea of those 
numeroua cheat affections which »re generally, though erro- 
neously imputed solely to the flcklencsa of our climate. 

Tliere ia another claaa of eaaea, leas numeroua, but scarcely 
leas important, than the foregoing, in which the abstraction of 
blood frequently leads to the most unhappy results : that in 
which the aeat and character of the disorder are inyolved in 
obscurity. Uncertain as to the nature of the disease, but 
to alleviate the sufferintra of his patient, the physician, 
fixed principle to guide him in the choice of a 
remedy, is too apt to select that one which custom baa taught him 
to consider the beat calculated to produce (i decided impression 
upon the system at large, and couacqueutly upon the disease. 
That remedy is bloodletting. Adopted witli ao much the more 
confidence, aa these cases, notwithstanding their obscurity, are 
for the most part attended by symptoms of a febrile or inflam- 
matory type, it is nevertheless certain, as ia evinced by the 
Bubaequent development of the disease, that bleeding ia power- 
less in checking ita onward progTese. The symptoms which 
suggested ita employment were but the ushering-in of a long 
enduring disease, which time, aided by judicious means on the 
part of the physician, could alone overcome. When too late 
to be repaired, the fatal error is discovered — the system haa 
already been robbed of its life-blood — the patient's energies are 
undermined — disarmed and rendered totally unequal to the 
contest, he finds himself doomed to strive with an enemy whoae 
strength increases as hia own diminiahea. The result need 
scarcely he told — he sinks in the airuggle. 

The foregoing remarks, referring to the nae of bleeding in 

adult patients, apply with equal force to that remedy, as it ia 

I employed in the diseases of childhood. Though in the former, 

its operation, as we have seen, is so objectionable, still it is. 



(> BLEEDING. 

L^eiierally Bpeakirig, unattended with immediate danger to th 
life of the patient, who, being older and stronger, ia better ab] 
to withstand its etfects. "With children the case ia different. ] 
id well known that they are peculiarly wanting in that powc 
which is necessary to sustain the loss of blood ; nor do tbe^ 
like adults, furnish those tests which enable us to judge of tb 
extent to which it may be carried. Fainting, as a guide, is n 
longer available — the pulse is no safe index — the blood, mor< 
over, being usually abstracted by leeches, the quantity lost ; 
necessarily uncertain. The result, as might be anticipated, i 
often most lamentable. I retain a vivid recollection of havin 
in one instance seen a fine and beautiful child, labouring unde 
inflammation of the lungs, rapidly sink and die in the eourf 
of two or three hours, solely from the loss of blood, sustaine 
by the application of four leeches. In other cases, althoug 
the little patients survive the immediate effects of the losi 
they become so exhausted by repeated leechings, and remai 
for so long a time in a weak and languid condition, with palli 
skin, flabby flesh, and wasted forms, as to be rather dead tha 
alive. These, and many other reasons, which it is unnecessar 
j t(^ enumerate, render it especiaDy desirable to avoid the at 

' extraction of blood in treating the diseases of children. Allc 

pathy shows it to be hazardous and injurious : Homoeopath 
j)roves it to be unnecessary. 

Remarking upon the diseases of children, it may not b 
iiiiipposite to introduce a few words upon the practice of appl^ 
ing blisters in these cases. There can hardly be a practitione 
of any experience who has not witnessed their fatal efFocti 
They are generally resorted to at an advanced stage of th 
complaint, when the patient has been reduced by depletioi 
The system, not possessing the requisite power to restore th 
I blistered surface, the sore becomes converted into an eatin 

ulcer, which, resisting every means for its cure, wears out th 
sullbrer by the constant irritation which it superinduces 
Several melancholy instances of this kind came under my ow 
observation in the earlier part of my professional life, an 
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many years before I abandoned the Allopatiiic practice, 1 1 
entirely relinijuialied the employnaent of blisters in the claaa 
of casea now under consideration, and had resorted to the 
miiBtard poultice as a safe, convenient, and effectual suhatitute. 

As bleeding, in its different forma, during the progress of 
disease, induces the deplorable state of things which has been 
described in the foregoing remarks, so does it, aa a, necessary 
consequence, entail upon those upon whom it has been prae- 
tiaeii. a correspondingly painful and precarious convaleacence. 
Daily esperience has brought this matter to be ao thoroughly 
understood by the public as well as the profession, that it is ' 
scarcely requisite to do more than aimply refer to it, as forming 
& strong point of objection against the depleting system of 
treatment. Let the reader recall to his mind the wretched 
condition of a man who has been subjected to this practice for 
an attack of acute disease. What a shattered frame does he 
present ! What a long and weary time ho is in crawling back 
to his former self! Eeducedto th-o helplessness of childhood, 
he is forced to bo niu-aed and fed like a child. Undermined in 
constitution, and stripped of all power to resist, either a re- 
currence of his former complaint, or the invasion of new 
diseases, how often do we iind him tlie subject of a relapse, or 
a prey to dropsy, diarrhcea, chest disease, or some other ex- , 
hausting malady ; like a citadel from which the garrison has i 
been withdrawn, he falls an easy prey to the first foe by which | 
he is asaaUed, 

In the next place, the Homceopatbist maintains that the 
abstraction of biood is unnrnessary in the treatment of any 
disorder whate* er. 

This is proved by experience, and ao far from slirinking from 
such a test, Homceopathy courts it : it is her stronghold. She 
does not ask the world to listen to an empty theory: she 
invites it to examine her practice, and judge her by its fruits. 
If Homceopathy could boaat of no greater amount of success j 
than Allopathy can produce, she would long ere this have been 1 
compelled to quit the field in favour of her ancient rival, 



iiotwithetandinij; the superior attraotiong of bor paioii 
tastelesa remedies. But, it is alone through the irreaietil) 
force of her Bucecsaful pra^itice that Homa'opathy has b* 
t^nnbled not only to withstand, but to triumph over the Sm 
of opposition, whit'h, from her birth up to the present momi 
hati been incesHantly, but fruitlessly, endeavouriug to effect hi 
defltruetion. 

The wonderful power which Aconite eserts over the circuli 
tion, and the specific action of other remedies, enable tl 
Homoeopathiat to overcome the most violent and fatal diaordei 
with a rapidity and certainty, infinitely Burpaasing anjrthii 
that con be accomplished by bleeding and its auxiliariee. Th: 
it no unsupported assertion : on the contrary it is helieve 
that the large number of eases distributed tlirough this volma 
and depicting disease in its most destructive forms, will aloi 
be sufficient to convince the candid and unprejudiced reader i 
its truth ; and, when it is remembered that these cases em 
Btitute but the fractional part of one man's experience, and thi 
hundreds of other practitioners, during the last fifty yeari 
have pursued the same system of treatment with equal, if i 
greater, success, it is not easy to imagine that even the mi 
incredulous mind can resist the accumulated evidence wbi© 
such a consideration afibrds.* 

Let us now take a hasty glance at the other side of th 
picture. — It will at once appear evident, that as the patient 
in the hands of the Homceopathist, loses iLot one drop o 
blood ; as he is neither harassed by blisters, depressed by nau 
seants, nor exhausted by purgatives, so does he, aa a natura 

* TliOBE who muj be desirous of statisticiJ cvliltuei 
will dtid iwiiie interesting tables, too lung to be iutmdu< 
com|iarative results of l.he two modes of treatmenl iu a variety of dij 
eases, in the Appendix to ' A CoLieiae View of HoiiKEopatlij,' puljlisln 
by the Dublin Homcenpafliic Saciel.T ; in 'The Inlroductioa to || 
Study of Homceopathy ;' in Dr, Henderson's recent work, ' HonitB 
patlij fflirlj Explained,' and in ' Two Lectures on tlie Moral Evideni 
of HomiEopalliyi' by tlie Author of this volume, Jec. &c. 
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consequence, escape that proatratioD of strength to which h« I 
woulfl be reduced by the employment of those n 

And, as the course of the disorder is not observed by the arti- J 
ficial productiou of debility, recovery from its effects is propor- f 
tionately rapid and certain. Convalescence, or the intermediate I 
state between disease and health, (a period in Allopathic prac-l 
tice, so replete with danger to the patieut and anxiety to his. I 
friends) is here almost entirely wanting. A decided impreseion f 
once made upon the disease — the first lew hours of active I 
suffering past, and the patient's danger is over — he has nothing I 
furthei- to apprehend, 

Kor need he dread any of those evil eonseijueuces which I 
mar the benefit of Allopathic treatment. There is little o 
fear of a relapse — no chance of dropsy, and the host oF other J 
ailments which follow in the wake of the lancet. There i 
moreover, no call tor the interminable nursing and codling, | 
and bitter tonics, which are required by the eshauated patient ] 
of the old-school practitioner. 

Homosopatby demands of her subjects simply to r 
bed and swallow a few doses ol' tasteless medicine — they sustain 
no loss beyond the temporary losa of food — they emerge from 
illness nearly the same persona they were when it overtook 
them — they have no empty veins to replenish — no emaciated 
forms to remould — no undermined energies to renovate; alt . 
those restorative means therefore which liave been referred to 1 
above, though they may be indulged in to please the taste \ 
of the convalescent, are rarely necessary ■ 
practice. 

Having thus passed in rapid review, and placed side by side, i 
the mischief which arises from ble«ding in Allopathic, and the 
advantages of its omission in Homceopathic, practice, I am 
mistaken if the reader does not experience both astonishment 
and regret, that an operation which is confessedly on all hands | 
calculated to produce so mnch harm, should so loi 
taiiied its place at the head of our remedial agents — I say j 
all hands," because, universal as its adoption 

1 § 
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has been in every age and couutry, there ia perhaps no poin 
ill the whole circle of medicine, oil which there prevails s( 
complete a unanimity of opinion as this, namely, that bleeding 
whenever, and under whatever circumBtances, employed, is a 
best an ecil, which ought, if possible, to be avoided. Ever] 
medical man, vho weighs his thoughts before they assume thi 
Mhapc of actions, must feel convinced whenever he opens i 
vein, that he commits an evil, second only to that of th< 
disease for the removal of which be h^ been led to iti 
perpetration. 

With such a feeling as this pervading the professional mind 
it cannot he a matter of surprise that there should have sprung 
lip in the present day, a wide spreading diahelief in the iufalli 
bility of this remedy. The blind faith with which it wat 
formerly worshipped, is fast vanishing. The more scientific 
and thoughtful members of the profession have long leamec 
not only to question its efScaey in many diseases in which iti 
aid used to be deemed all but indispensable, but have giver 
life to their opinions, by banishing it, as far as possible, froir 
their practice. 

It is gratifying to be able to place at the head of thiE 
category, the name of one who has left behind him a Europeai 
celebrity — Eobert Listen ! The following extract ia from Dr 
Quin's memoir of his friend, published in the 'British Journa 
of Homceopathy,' in January, 1848 :— " Mr. Liston was mosi 
struck with the action of Aconite in subduing inflammation 
and reducing vascular excitement ; and he often expressed hii 
regret to me, that the power of Aconite to abate vasculai 
overaction, and supersede the necessity for abstraction of blooc 
in many diseases, was not known to him earlier; because ht 
was convinced that it would have prolonged the life of hit 
father, whose death had been hastened, in bis opinion, by ill. 
judged copious venesections." 

Though it is beyond a doubt, that much of this mistrust o' 
bloodletting, as in the instance just quoted, is due to the rapi( 
promulgation of Homfeopathic doctrines, much is also to \n 
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attributed to the enlightened spirit of the age. The days are 
gone by for rendering homage to any custom which can prefer 
no stronger claim to our allegiance than that which is founded 
upon its antiquity. Faith, in science, has been superseded 
by reason and experience ; and that system, whether of medi- 
cine or any other science, which will not bear the application 
of such tests, stands but little chance of maintaining its hold 
upon the respect of the present generation. There can there- 
fore remain no doubt, in any reflective mind, as to the ultimate 
fate of bleeding. Having no foundation either in reason or 
sound experience, it will assuredly, ere long, be superseded 
by the milder, surer, and more rational, powers with which we 
are supplied by Homoeopathy. 




It may be asBerted, without fear of contradiction, that Id 
ia uo Bubatauce iu the whole course of remedial Bgents, wh^ 
abuae baa entailed so mucli Buffering upon the human race, as 
Mercury, One of the most powerful drugs, either for good or 
eriJ, with wliich we are acquainted, there is no other which is 
used so tbougbtleaBlf and indiscrimiuatelj. The medical man 
neeks ite aid in almost every case of diaeaBe, the druggist 
shrouds it in his nostrums, and non-professional persons pre- 
scribe it, with all the confidence of conceited ignorance, when- 
ever they undertake to doctor themselves, their children, op 
their friends. 

Administered iu rather large doses in the form of calomel, 
its ftwtion ia simply purgative. This ia perhaps its moat merci- 
ful effect ; for, notwithstanding that it generally producea 
violent irritation and pain in the bowels during its operation, 
the system is at all events speedily relieved of the noxioua 
substance, and so escapes the more lasting misery which results 
from its continued employment in amaU and repeated doses. 
In the latter case the preparations known as blue-pil! and grey- 
powder are most commonly employed, and are exhibited for 
the purpose of exciting the disease called Salivation. 

By this term is understood the impregnation of the system 
with mercury to such an extent, as to cause soreness of the 
mouth, and to stimniate the glandular apparatus coTinected 
therewith to a preternatural discharge of saliva. Those who 
have undergone salivation themselves, or have witnessed it in 
others, will retain too vivid a recollection of the suffering it 
baa induced, to render necessary an elaborate description 
of its effects, or of tho painful symptoms accompanying its 
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NeverthelesB. for the iuformation of those persons who are , 
unacquainted with tho diaeaae, the following account ia sub- 
joined, aa recorded by Dr. Pereira. " The firat symptoms of 
this affection, are slight tenderueaa and tumefaction of the 
gums, which acquire a paie rose colour, except at the edges 
surrounding the teeth, where they are deep red ; gradually the 
mouth becomes exceedingly aore, and the tongue much awolleu, 
a coppery taste is perceived, and the breath acquires a remark- 
able fffitidity. The salivary glands aeon become tender and 
swolleo ; the saliva and mucus of the month flow abundantly, 
aometimea to the extent of several pints in twenty-four hours. 
During thia atate the fat is rapidly absorbed, and the patient 
becomes exceedingly emaciated." We are then presented, by 
the same authority, with a list of the ill efiefts which often ■ 
arise from salivation, viz. : — mercurial fever — excessive saliva*! 
tion, attended with ulueration luid sloughing of the gums;,! 
falling out of the teeth ; ulceration and sloughing of the | 
feuces I mercurial purging; profuse sweating; skin diseaaesiJ 
inflammation of tht^ eyes ; enlargement of the inguinal, axil- ' 
lary, and mesenteric glanda ; ulceration of the mouth and I 
throat ; various symptoms indicating a disordered state of the I 
nervous system, such as shaking palsy, cachexia or wastii^l 
diseases, &c. 

Such is salivation, one of the most favorite and universal 1 
remedies of the Allopathiat, The above description is appli- T 
cable more particularly to the eymptoma manifested wheal 
mercury is administered in acute diseases. It is also frequently 1 
employed as a laat resource — a kind of bit or mias remedy — inM 
obstinate diseases of long standing and doubtful character,! 
where the physician is at a losa what other course of treatment I 
to pursue. Aa administered in aucb cases, it is, from a variety M 
of circumstances, an esaily manageable and comparatively '. 
harmless medicine. Given in small doses and at long intervals, 
to individuala who have not been eibausted by bleeding, the 
system is leaa easily brought under the influence of the metal ; 
and, when tliat influence doea exert itaelf, ita action i 
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gentle and gradual, that it may be easily regulated, and cheeked 
at pleasure. 

In acute diseases the case is very different. Intended here 
to affect the system as speedily as possible, the medicine is 
exhibited in larger doses, frequently repeated, and is often 
applied internally and externally at the same moment. Gene- 
rally follow'ing immediately upon free and copious bleeding 
from the arm, its absorption is thereby rendered very rapid, 
and its effects require but a few hours for their development. 
But, unfortunately, in these cases the physician has lost that 
controlling power, by the exercise of which he is able to pro- 
tect his patient from its overaction in chronic diseases. The 
system being exhausted by bloodletting, and absorption ren- 
dered proportionally active, it is impossible to predict how far 
the local and constitutional symptoms of salivation may extend. 
A five-grain blue-pill, which, administered to a person not 
previously reduced in strength, would excite no sensible result, 
when given to a patient who has been bled to relieve an acute 
disease, may produce any one, or more of the " ill effects " 
mentioned in the passage quoted from Dr. Pereira. 

These examples of violent salivation are of such frequent 
occurrence, that there can scarcely be a member of the faculty 
who has not witnessed them in his own practice. So long as 
mercury continues to be used in Allopathic doses, so long will 
similar cases arise in its condemnation, and medical men be 
doomed to the pain of beholding their patients suffer infinitely 
more from the remedy than from the disease which it was 
given to eradicate. Language is almost inadequate to describe 
the full extent of suffering which it inflicts upon its unhappy 
recipient : intense aching in the head and face, swelling of the 
neck and cheeks, loosening of the teeth, inflammation and 
ulceration of the tongue, inside of the cheeks and gums, ren- 
dering it impossible to swallow anything but liquids : the fever, 
diarrhoea, melting sweats, and general prostration of strength 
which accompany it ; these are among its most striking and 
constant attendants. In spite of their fearful character the 
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AUopatliiat conatflntly employs it : his erroneous eyBtcm 
having tauglit liini tow he may better cure those acute diseases, ,1 
for the reUef of whit'h it ia administered. 

Let it not be supposed that we would indiscriminately pro- I 
hihit the use of mercury. On the contrary, we hold it to be 1 
one of the moat interesting and useful remedies furnished to ] 
\i3 by the mineTai kingdom. It is against its admiQiatration I 
in such nuantities as to produce the lamentably injurious effectB. I 
just euunierated, that we enter our uncompromising protest. 1 
Wo do BO unbeaitatingly, because Homosopiithie practice 1 
proves beyond the power of contradiction, that there i 
disease, for which mercury is the proper remedy, which it will 1 
not cure more speedily and safely, in small doses, lliel 
Homceopathist gives it as he gives all other medicines, not as I 
a universal and ^uacfe remedy, eradicating one disease by 1 
superinducing auother, but acting in strict conformity with the J 
Honicpopathic law. And he admaniBters it, moreover, in such 
minute doses as to render it impossible for it ever to produce 
the constitutional disturbance, known by the name of salivation. 

It is to Hahnemann we are indebted for the knowledge 
how to secure all the good, without ineurring any of the evils, 
arising from the use of mercury. Had he left behind hin 
greater claim upon our gratitudo, this alone ought to ensure i 
to his memory our lasting veneration. 
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TuEitE is notfaiog in Homceopathy which exdtea 

astoaishmeat than the announcement, tliat in its prsctiee, 
entirely discards the use of Purgativea. Nor can we bi 
prised at this, when we consider, that from our earliest d^ 
we are taught lo repard aperient medicines, as almost 
essential to our well-being, as food and raiment. The nu 
welcomes tlie new-bom iniant with a dose of castor oil, u 
foretaste of what it will have to endure in its course throt 
life, and tOl its latest breath it lives up to its destiny. ' 
this point, increase of years rarely brings increase of wisdon 
for it cannot be denied, that the older people get, the moi 
confirmed they become in their predilection for family 
antibilious pills, and other mysteriouB compounds. The ej 
tent to which the population of this country indulge in th 
pernicious habit of dosing themselves with these domest 
medicineSi would appear incredible, was it not too notorioi 
lo be disputed. For the continuance of this mischievoi 
custom. Government, and the Members of the Medical Pw 
fession are alike responsible : the former, in the encourag< 
cieut it holds out to the nostrum vendor ; the latter, in th< 
indiscriminate prescription of aperient medicines. A ve 
little consideration will convince us that such a practice 
both unphiloBophical and injurious. 

In the first place, every one will acknowledge that the bod 
ia not only marvellously perfect as a whole, but that evt 
ceparate organ is adapted in an equally admirable manner 
the performance of its peculiar function : that the eye eoul 
not be more beautifully constructed for vision, the limbs fo 
motion and apprehension, the heart for propelling the bloot 
and the lungs tor respiration. Faithful and unfailing in tb 
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discharge of their duty, we never dream of medicating these 
organa, unleaB called upon to do so by the presence of diseafie. 
This being admitted in words, why is it so perpetually contra- 
dicted iu practice ? If every portion of the frame be furnished 
with innate power proportioned to the labour it has to per- 
form, what plea can be urged in eieuae for the incesBant 
prompting to which the ioieels are subjected ? Did HE, by 
■whose fiat man waa called into existence, leave these organs 
BO imperfectly endowed, that they have ever since remained 
inadequate to the discharge of their functioDs, except when 
assisted by human iuatrumentality ? UnleBB we have been 
sent into this breathing world, in this respect " scarce hnJf 
made up," on what ground can we justify our imending in- 
terference ? This Buggeation will serve to expose the ab- 
surdity of the habit in which many persons, in the enjoyment | 
of perfect health, indulge, of taking aperient medicines, simply 
because tbe action of their bowels is not sufficiently frequent 
and systematic to suit their copricioua notions ; forgetting 
that there is no prescribed standard to regulate this function ; 
that nature is tbe best judge of her own necessities ; and that 
individuals differ almost as much in this respect, as in their 
physical form and constitutional temperament. 

In the nest place, without dwelling upon a subject, which, 
until tbe problem of life is solved, will in all probability re- 
main a raysteiy, viz , the intima.te and eaaential nature of 
disease, we may yet venture to state broadly, that it coneiats, 
as far as we can understand the matter, in a disordered action 
of the part or parts most prominently affected. This being 
the caae, it follows, that for the rectification of that disordered 
action, a remedy should be employed, which will esert a direct 
influence over the seat of disease. The simple action of an 
ftperient is to Btimulate the intestinal canal. Tet this is the 
agent which the Allopath t pi y when the object sought 
is to rectify tbe defective ] rl n an f ta duty, on the part 
of some other, and probabl d tant an of the body. Has 
a patient inflammation of th j :* H physician pnrgea the 
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bc-.ctru .' ^^ !ie --•':>•— r;:i-.n f ^ie Tje .* Tlie Same thing 
13 dozLtr ! I5 t.iere ii:*eac«? :c riie -'«*r*/ SciIL he prnwyet! 
Ferer- Srlll iTer-eL^ra' G-:it — HLe^-nanam — hesdache? 
whirr-rer -e : !ie disrrier Tze T*r=ictiT a evcrla«n::rtr the ssme : 
like :l:e 1jl-^s :: :Iie Meoe* iz.i. Persiaz*. is alters not- This 
ni\.xie .:■: rrtarzient tzuII l^ai jjs ro ccrt'tT^de;, that every dis- 
ease his a Tjzif^rinil exisTcCice iz tie arcinniai. and maj be 
expelled ct tze rV-vs:^al f.cve cc ireri^sit medicines ! It is 
diScult t.: o:ii_'e;vc i:T -vrr ».>:";-» :f lie zacaral eontents of the 
ho'.c^i4^ OIL inruence tie rr-:*zT^?ss :f ifaeaie in a dxfiexent part 
of the b:-iy. izj z: ^^^ tiaz. wculi tie exrolaiaii of the con- 
tents :f azv .tier crz^TL — ^tie ^Ijcd 5rcsi the heart or the 
air tVrr:! tie lunrs. A* -^ell ini^i- we cacse a patient to run 
al>*?ut iis r:on to -zc^^^f^^f zi* breaiiii^. or applj an air- 
piLmp to iis ncti to ^rtjwr ii« ItZL^. as compel him to 
swallow an ar crlent to inereaae tie aiiidcD, and eTacuate the 
contr-ntSj of his bowels. 

Bu.t one remove &ozi tie uriversal remedj of the quack, 
there is notiin j else in tie wide sphere of ^ <dd physic " 
which partakes so tic rough! v cf tie empirioaL as this illimit- 
able indulgence in tie use of purgatives. It places in a forci- 
ble light the pitiable p.^verty of a srstenu whose loftiest 
flights into the regions of philosophical deduction- can reach 
no higher than the barren conception of a doee of aperient 
medicine, as a panacea for ** the thousand ills that haman flesh 
is heir to." 

But purgatives are not more opposed to the dictates of rea- 
son, than to the well-being of the patient. Their effiKts upon 
the system are positively injurious, and manifest themselTes in 
two ways : first, upon the intestinal organs themselves • and 
secondly, upon the constitution generally. 

If (to use a familiar illustration), we introduce any irritating 
substance, such as sand or dust, into the eye, its natural 
secretion is instantly augmented: a copious flow of tears 
ensues — in other words, it is purged. The part at the same 
time becomes red, painful, and inflamed. If this be done 
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onee only, the injury, under tbe restorative power of nature, 
iu all likelihood, apeedOy Bubsides. But let the operation be 
repeated again and again, for days, weeks, years ! "What would 
then be the result ? The organ, for all its natural purposes, 
would be destroyed. Losing its functional powers, it would 
become a source of constant trouble and Bufl'ering to its un- I 
Lappy o^mer ! 

In tills we have, as nearly as possible, a parallel to the action 
and effect of purgatives upon the intestinal canal : with this 
difference — that in the one case the mischief may be seen and 
appreciated : in the other, though not leas certain and endui- J 
iug, it is hid from our sight, and therefore is less thought o:^ 4 
and less understood. V 

The office which the eye fulfils in the animal economy needs 
no description. The function of the bowcia, though perhaps 
as well understood, ia not aufGcieutly considered, It should 
be borne in mind, that those organs are intended by nature to 
receive only such articles of diet, as, being perfectly suited to 
their organiiation, are capable of undergoing digestion, and of 
being converted into blood. Hemembering this, the absolute 
necessity for maintaining them in the highest possible state a 
health, and studiously avoiding the introduction of everything I 
which, by diaturbing them, might interrupt their functiun, 
becomea at once apparent. As delicate in their stmc1:ure aa \ 
the eye, they are as incapable aa that organ, of beai'ing with 
impunity the contact of uucongonial substances. The a 
sion into them of harsh matters, such aa irritating drugs, must 
as effectually interrupt the proceaa of digestion and nutrition, 
aa would sand or dust, used in the place of oil, disturb the 
proper action of a delicate piece of mechanism. 

How doea the Allopathiat regard this aelf-ovident truth in 
his practice ? No aooner (aa I have before stated) does a 
patient come under his care, complaining of iUneas, it matters 
not of what kind, or of what part of the body — what may J 
have been its cauae — what the age or ses of the sufferer, than 
he at once, almost aa a rule, prescribes a doso of aperient | 
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boioeU ! Ilns he inflammation of tlio lot / The ai 
ia done! la there diaeaae of the lungtf Still he ^ 
Fever ? Still aperients ! Gout — rheumatism — ht 
whatt-rer be llie diBorder, the remedj is everlastingly t' 
like the Jaws of tho Medea and FersiauB, it alters not. 
mode of treutment would lead us to cooclude, that every dis- 
ease has a material existence in the abdomen, and m&y be 
©spelled by the physical force of aperient medicines ! It is 
difScult to I'otieeive how expalsion of the natural contents of the 
botueh, can influence the jirogresa of disease in a different part 
of tbe body, any more than would the espulsion of the con- 
tents of any other organ — the blood from tbe heart or the 
air from the lunga. As well might we cause a patient to run 
aboul hifl room to acederaie his breatliing, or apply an air- 
pump to his mouth to fxkait»t bia lungs, as compel him to 
swallow an aperient to increase the action, and evacuate the 
contents, of his bowels. 

But one remove from the universal remedy of the quack, 
there is nothing else in the whole sphere of "old physio" 
which partakes so thoroughly of tbe empirical, as this illimit- 
able indulgence in the use of purgatives. It places in a forci- 
ble light the pitiable poverty of a system, whose loftiest 
flights into the regions of pbiloBopbical deduction, can reach 
no higher than the barren conception of a dose of aperient 
medicine, as a panacea for " the thousand ills that humcoi flesh 
is heir to." 

But purgatives are not more opposed to the dictates of rea- 
son, than to the well-being of the patient. Their effects upon 
the system are positively injurious, and manifest themselves in 
two ways : first, upon the intestinal organs themselves ; and 
secondly, upon the constitution generally, 

If (to use a familiar Olustration), we introduce any irritating 
substance, such as aand or dust, into the eye, its natural 
secretion ia instantly augmented : a copious flow of tears 
ensues — in other words, it ia purijed. The part at the same 
time becomes red, painful, and inflamed. If this be done 
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once only, tLe injury, under the reBtoratire power of nature, ] 
in all lilteliliood, speedily subatdes. But let the operatio 
repeated again and again, for days, weeks, years ! What would J 
then be the result ? The orgaQ, for all ita natural purposes, 
would be destroyed. Losing its functional powers, it would 
become a source of constant trouble and Buffering to ita un- 
happy owner ! 

In this we have, as nearly as possible, a parallel to the actioo J 
and effect of purgatives upon the hitoBtinal canal : with thiB I 
difference — that in. the one case the mischief may he seen and I 
appreciated: in the other, though not less certain and endup- J 
ing, it is hid from our eight, and therefore is less thought of, I 
and leas underatood. 

The ofGce which the eye fulfils in the animal economy needs ' 
nu description. The function of the bowels, though perhaps 
as well tmderatood, is not sufficiently considered. It should 
be borne in mind, that those organs are intended by nature to 
receive only such articles of diet, aa, being perfectly suited to 
their organization, are capable of undergoing digestion, and of 
being converted into blood. Kemembering this, the absolute 
necessity for uiaintaiuing them in the highest possible state of 
health, and atudiouaiy avoiding the introduction of everything 
which, by disturbing them, might interrupt their function, 
becomes at once apparent. Aa delicate in their structure ae J 
tlie eye, they are aa incapable as that organ, of bearing witil 
impunity the contact of uncongenial aubatauces. The admis- 
sion into them of harsh matters, such as irritating dniga, must 
aa effectually interrupt the process of digestion and nutrition, 
aa would sand or dust, used in the place of oil, disturb the 
proper action of a delicate piece of mechanism. 

How does the Allopathist regard this self-evident truth ia I 
his practice ? No sooner (as I have before stated) does a ' 
patient come under his care, complaining of illness, it matters 
not of what kind, or of what part of the body^what may 
have been its cause — what the age or ses of the sufferer, than 
ho at once, almost as a rule, prescribes a dose of aperient , 
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mediciue, the unavoidable effect 
infiame the whole extent of the aliv 

in acute diseases, naother aource of diaturbauce to be aupoi 
added to that already in operation, this practice, in these cb 
is suffideatly unjustifiable; but It ia in chronic diseaaes, 
those of lou(i; standiug and slow progress, that the perniciou 
influence of aperients ia most vividly apparent. In the forma 
case, their oi«jration, being repeated perhaps but a few time 
in a comparatively short period, the evil efiects resulting frM 
their action more speedily subside. In the latter, fori 
they do, nine times in ten, the principal part of a course o^ 
treatment extending over a considerable space of time, tbeitf 
consequences are more lamentable. Digestion is interrupted 
or entirely suspended ; the patient, being imperfectly nourished 
becoriiea weak audeoiaciated; exhausting diarrhoea super venei 
or the bowels, losing their natural power, become obstinatel] 
constipated, and find no relief but in a constant repetition 
the destructive dose. Chronic dyspepsia, with its thouBaiM 
concomitonts^headaches, palpitation, piles, fistula, flatulence 
Ac., fill up the catalogue of ailments which render life a burdefl 
even if they do not curtaU its duration. 

Disregarding, for the moment, the foregoing objectiooa 
the use of purgatives, there are, on the other hand, aevei 
power^i reasons, why the bowels should not be diaturb^ 
during sickness. 

In the first place, the patient, in severe cases, being co 
pelled to keep his bed, this alone, with the attendant loss 
exercise, has a natural tendency to check the action of tk 
bowels. 

In the second place, their principal office consisting in pasi 
ing on the food, and the patient taking none, clearly they ha^ 
no duty to perform. 

In the third place, the disease weakening the whole syatei 
the bowels partake of the general debility. In common wit 
the legs, the arms, the stomach, the brain and every oth< 
organ, they become deprived of that power, by the posBeBsio 
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' of which in a state of health, they are enahled to discharge I 
I their, proper function. Why are they, more than the other J 
organs, to be impelled to the performance of a duty, to which, I 
at the time, they are totally unequal ? I 

Again, under the process of diaeaBe, the whole vital jiower 4 
ia devoted to the struggle which is going on in the afl'ected I 
part. The attention of the system is, as it were, drawn off as J 
well from the bowels, as from every other organ, not imme- 4 
diately engaged in the contest. On this account, also, they I 
remain quieacent ; and any interference with that quietude, by 1 
diverting the vital energy, weakens that force which nature J 
requires to be undivided, to enable her to conduct her combat 1 
with disease to a successful issue — an additional reason why I 
purgatives should he avoided. 1 

Sufficiently convincing as these arguments might be consi- 
dered, in reply to any ohjectjona against the Homceopathie 
plan, so ajjcustomed have the public become to the employment i 
of purgatives, that the question constantly arises, ■' If the I 
bowels be constipated, wliat must we do p" The answer ia J 

simple — LET THEM ALONE. J 

Constipation is an effect, not a disease. If it were, there I 
might be some show uf I'casou in the use of aperients. But, I 
being merely a temporary loss of power, we can no more restore I 
that power by forcing the action of the bowels, than we can 
impart strength to a weatened leg by compelling it to walk. 
In the latter instance we should instinctively rest the part, I 
until, by the removal of the disease, motion might be resumed. J 
The same reasoning apph'es with equal force to the removal of j 
constipation. The exercise of a little patience, and the employ- 
ment of judicious means for the eradication of that disordered 
condition on which the inaction depends, will as infallibly 
restore the bowels to thefr duty, as in every other instance the 
effect must cease wheti the cause is removed. 

In acute diseases tliis rule may be acted on with unlimited I 
confidence. The resumption on the part of the patient of hia 1 
accustomed food and esercise, by invigorating the frame gene- 1 
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rally, imparts alao to the bowels that energy which etuil^ 
them, in conjunction with the other organs, to Msiime I 
eserciae of their proper function. It is in diseases of 1 
standing, particularly those affecting the digeHtive nrr^n. 
dyspepsia, Ac.— which bo often owe their origin to the abd 
of aperient medicines, and are alwaya aggrarated hy their aciaL 
that the Homoeopathist eiperiencea the greatest difficntty-ii 
carrying out hia principles. He ia, however, sure to find hia 
reward for strictly adhering to them, in the rapidity and cer- 
tainty with which he eradicates diseases that have baffled aD 
the ordinary method of treatment. 

it, however, as sometimes happens, from the sudden with- 
•I'^wal of a long accustomed etimulant, the howela become 
obstinately confined ; or, to satisfy the mind of the patient, it 
be desirable to prompt them, the safest, as well as the mort 
rational mode of accomplishing that object, is by the emplt^- 
ment of an enema. TJnirritating in its operation, and acti^ 
on the lower portion of the bowel, where the accimiulatian 
naturally takes place, this, in aU cases where assistance ia 
rcijuired, is an unobjectionable remedy. The blandest fluids, 
such as water, gruel, and the liie, will generally be found to 
answer the desired end, without the admixture of caator-ofl or , 
other irritants. Administered in this fom, the injection may ^ 
bo repeated at pleasure, without inflicting any injuiy upon th» 
inside— it ia, in short, the only legitimate aperient. 

I am aware that in the foregoing remarks I have run counter 
to one of the most cherished dogmas of the old school of medx- .^ 
cine-a dogma sanctioned by age, and perpetuated by uniyer«d ^ 
adoption. So far from these circumstances either modilying . 
my opinion, or qualifying my opposition, they do but make me 
the more earnest in my desire to see abohshed a pra^iee 
which both reason and experience compel me to regard aa 
radically erroneous; and, though it may be long -^ ;^ -^an- 
donment becomes general, th«t it will ult,ma c!y yiel ^ th« 
spread of Homeopathic principles. I am as well satisfied ^t^t ,. 
dLrkum will ever recede before ligbt, and error before truth. 
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PLECItlST. 

Cois^aTiTOTiTiB by far the moat numerous aud fatal dass of 1 
ieeasea which affect the huinau frame, am] calling into action, j 
] a pre-eminent degree, the heroic or active mode of treatment J 
ilopted by the Ailopathist, the affections of the respiratory 
rgans naturally demand our first attention. 

Bearing in mind that these affections include inflammation 1 
f the lungs and pleura, bronchitis, croup, asthma, hooping-' I 
cough, and consumption, we shall he at no loss to account fori 
their freiiuency ; anil the same list at once recalls to our mind 1 
the familiar names of the most dangerous and deadly diseaaea ' 
with which we are acquainted. It is calculated that at leaet 
fourth of all the deaths that occur in this country, are 
caused by consumption ; and when to these we add the scarcely 
numerous victims of inflaiumatiou of the lungs, and pleura, 
together with the quota contributed by tbe other complainta I 
just named, it will not be ovei'stepping the bounds of truth t 
iy, that, at the lowest computation, one half of the diaeasea 
hich swcU our bUls of mortality, have their seat in the organs 
of respiration. 

Next to consumption, (to which we shall afterwards refer 
lore fully,) by far the most fonnidahlo in the list, is inilam- i 
mation of the luuge. Beyond comparison the most frequent I 
■e of death amongst children, in adults also, though not ' 
often immediately fatal, it but too eoinmouly leads to that 
result, by calling into action a previously existing consump- 
tive tendency. It is a well ascertained feet that this con- 
sumptive tendency, or tuborculouH diathesis, as it is technically 
termed, will remain quiescent in individuals for many years, j 
ftud in families from generation to generation, until, on th« I 
pplication of some deltterioua iuflueuce, tbe latent germs o* 
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the disease are stimulated into active deretopment, Tba 
influence— however much the fact may be questioDed by soni 
high authorities — there can I think be no doubt, is, in man' 
instances, an attack, more or less acute, of inflammation of th' 
lungs, bronchi, or pleura. It has not, therefore, been withou 
good cause that the public have learned to regard this disea8< 
with feelings of the deepest apprehension. It is, however, i 
lamentable fact, that this anxiety is, in justice, attributable 
not more, if so much, to any iuherent danger in the disease 
as to the inefficient means commonly adopted for its suppres 
siou. Startling as this assertion may appear, it is made 
neither in forgetfulness of its importance, nor without iti 
accuracy having been thoroughly established on tbe mos 
careful and extensive observation. Personal experience ii 
some hundreds of cases, in which not one drop of blood -Km 
dran'n, nor any other of tbe usual remedies employed, bui 
which were treated in accordance with Homeopathic rules 
has convinced me, beyond the possibility of error, that whei 
so treated, there is scarcely any disease which is mon 
thoroughly within control, or which need less excite the fean 
of the patient, or the anxiety of the physician, than inflam 
mation of the lungs. 

We win DOW pass rapidly in review the two modes o; 
treatment to which allusion baa been made: that pursuec 
by the Allopathist, and Homosopathist, respectively. 

Dr. C. J. B. Williams, in an article on inflammation of tht 
lungs, in the ' Cyclopiedia of Practical Medicine,' quotes 
and subscribes to this opinion of Dr. CuUen, "that a first 
bleeding, however large, will seldom prove a cure of th* 
disease, and as the pain and other symptoms recur, tht 
measure must be repeated even In the course of the same 
day, to as full an extent as before, and although the greatest 
effica<3y is in the first three days, this recurrence will make i 
repetition of the measure proper at any period of tbe disease 
within the first fortnight. At the first bleeding a quantity 
varying from sixteen to forty ounces may be taken." 



Mr. Gutlirie, iu the lecture from which I have alrpudy 
quoted, says : " In young people, the hleeding should be 
repeated until the desired object ia effected ; and the quan- 
tity required to be drawn in ioflamniations, particularly after , 
injurieB, is often very great. It is almost a qufstion in some 
cases, whether the patient shall he allowed to die of the 
disease, or from loss of blood." Bouillaud, whose authority is 
great iu Prance, gives the following aa an example of his 
mode of proceeding in a moderately severe caae : " lat day. 
Morning sixteen ounces, evening twelve ounces. In the 
interTal twelve ounces to be drawn locally by cupping or 
leeches. 2nd day. Venesection to sisteen ounces ; local , 
bleeding, if pain continues, by leeches or cupping. 3rd day. 
If disease pcrm.it, another bleeding, although it ia usually cut 
abort on tliis day. 4th day, If the disease sliould attain to 
the second stage, another renesection may be resorted to, but 
it is in general beet to abstain from it, and apply a blister. 
As a general rule, however, tho abstraction of blood should 
not be refrained from until the febrile action ia removed or 
nearly so, until the dyspncea and the pain have nearly dis- , 
appeared; and this rule admits of very few exceptions. On 
the whole, four or five pounds of blood may be drawn in the 
case supposed above," 

So much for bleeding. 

As to Mercury — Dr. Copeland aays, " mercury with opium, 
in large doses has been much employed, both with and after • 
bloodletting, and calomel in doses of from five to twenty \ 
grains is the preparation which is moat to be preferred. The 
doses should be persisted in until the gums are affected, or 
the disease is arrested." Dr. Williams — "Calomel is the 
form of Mercury, which ia generally preferred in acute inflam- 
mation. The first doses are intended to act aa purgatives, 
after which it is to be combined with opium — and with peapeet 
to the quantity and frequency of these, some difference must I 
be observed according to the form of the disease. Large doses 1 
of calomel of from six to twelve grains, or even moro, may be 
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given three or four times a day, with better effect than smaller 
doses more frequently repeated. The remedy, in whichever of 
these various ways it is given, should be continued until it 
either produces a decided impression on the disease, or affects 
the gums." 

Tartar Emetic is another remedy very much recommended 
in books, but not so generally employed as the foregoing: 
chiefly, perhaps, on account of the distressing feelings which 
attend its action. The first two or tliree doses generally 
produce the most distressing vomiting. This effect ceasing, 
the medicine is continued and regulated (at least as far as 
it can be), so as to keep the patient in a state of constant 
nausea, or inclination to vomit. Though decidedly one of the 
best Allopathic remedies in the cases of adults. Dr. Copeland 
says, " it is by no means a safe remedy for young children or 
infants, for I have seen large doses of it, particidarly when too 
often repeated or long continued, produce most dangerous and 
even fatal collapse." 

These three remedies, viz. — bleeding, mercury, and tar- 
tar emetic, are the mainstays of Allopathy in this disease. 
There are others which are enlisted as adjuvants or helps: 
blisters, opiates, purgatives, expectorants, &c., which, 
though they harass the patient and mystify the disease, 
yet play so unimportant a part in the general plan of 
treatment, as to justify us in dismissing them with this pass- 
ing notice. 

Such is the programme which Allopathy presents for curing 
inflammation of the lungs — ^bleeding to the extent of a few 
pounds ; antimony ad natiseam ; salivation ; blisters ; purga- 
tion. This is the system which, with some modifications, 
has existed from age to age up to the present moment. It 
is this system which Homoeopathy undertakes boldly, un- 
hesitatingly, and without reservation, to dispense with and 
supersede. 

In dealing with this division of our subject, we will com- 
mence by recounting what Homoeopathy omit*. 



In the first place, she never draws blood. I have shown at 
8ome length, in a previous chapter, that this remedy is always 
unneceasary, and generally injurious. I will therefore not 
dilate upon it here. 

In the second place, although in this, as in other diseases, 
if the syniptoniB accord with those of mercury, we do not 
hesitate to employ that remedy, it is never, in Homceopathic 
practice, given in sufficient quantities to produce salivation. 
In a former chapter, also, I have shown the miachievous effects 
of this remedy. 

In the third place, neither here, nor in any other diaeaae, 
does Homoeopathy sanction the administration of medicines 
in such quantities aa to produce nausea and vomiting. It is 
entirely opposed both to her practice and principles. 

In the fourth place, as I have already demonstrated in the 
foregoing pages, purgatives are sanctioned neither by nature, 
reason, nor common sense. They are never necessary, they 
never do any good, and consequently they are never employed 
by Homceopathy. 

The same may be said of aH the other expedients to which 
Allopathy resorts : blisters and other counter-irritants, expec- 
torants, opiates, &c., &c. These are our negative reasons for 
diaaenting from Allopathy. But we do not stop here : the 
foregoing measures are rejected, not only on account of their 
own imperfections and insuiScieucy, but because we possess 
the power (by means so gentle that they cannot posaibly 
inflict injury, and so powerful that they seldom fiiil in their t 
action,) of subduing inflammatory diaeaae, with a facility and ] 
promptitude such as no other system aflbrda. 

Beyond this broad and general statement, it is not intended 
to enter here into any deacription, either of the HoiQceopatbic 
doctrine, or the rules for selecting, and the modes of applyiug, 
the remedies. Both these departments of the science would , 
demand more time and space than we can devote to them ; 
■ Buch an undertaking, moreover, forms no part of our present 1 
H design. Tboise persons who may be desirous of becoming . 
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more intimately acquainted with the principles of the k 
may conealt the works mentioned below.' 

Aa to the other brant'Ii of the Bubjeet — the selection and 
application of the remodiea — involving as it does a thorough 
knowledge of disease, and a nice appreciation of every Tariatiou 
in its symptoms, it is erident that nothing short of a complete 
medical education, and extensive practical observation, can 
supply the requisite qualifications for such a task. Passing 
over these points, therefore, aa irrelevant to our present objert, 
we proceed to place before the reader a series of cases, 
which he himself may witnesa what Homceopathy has done, 
and infer what it is capable at all times of doing, under similar 
circumstances, 

Oonceming these cases it may be remarked, that they are 
taken almost promiscuously from a host of others of the same 
kind, detailed at length in my note book. So much selection 
only has been eiercised as was necessary to eihibit the disease, 
both aa regarife its symptoms and cure, in prominent and uimiia- 
takeable characters. For convenience sake, they are grouped 
under three heads, referring to the different ages and conditions 
of the patients. 

A few words are called for in explanation of the somewhat 
unusual course adopted of including pleurisy under the same 
bead with pneumonia. The two diseases are frequently, 
indeed generally, complicated more or less the one with the 
other; their symptoms are then necessarily raised ; and e 
when distinct, they bear, in many respects, a close res 
blance — above all, the treatment of both, in the acute stage, 
whether AUopathicaUy, or Homceopathieally, 
points, identical. The professional reader will easily diatia* 
guish the cases belonging to the two diseases respective^. 

' Halmemaiui'a 'Organoa of the Healing Art.' 'Concise View : 
IIoimEOpathy,' published by tiie Dublin Hommopatbic Society, 
dnotion to the Study of HomCEOpathy,' by tlie Editors of tlie 'Briti 
Homteopatlijc .Tounial,' Dr. Sharp's Tracts on Homceopalhy, &o., &c. 
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To the non-professional reader, this is not a matter of sufficient 
interest or importance to justify his being subjected to the 
toil of travelling twice over the same ground,- which must 
necessarily be done, if a separate notice were devoted to each 
complaint. 



INFLAMMATION OF THE LUNGS AND PLEURISY 

IN ROBUST PERSONS. 

What reputation attaches to the old system of medicine 
for curing inflammation of the lungs, is due to this class of 
cases. Persons of good constitution, and in the vigour of 
youth, or the prime of life, are endowed with a power of 
vitality which enables them to bear with seeming impunity 
the effects of depressing agents, under which more delicate 
persons would either sink at once, or by the operation of 
which they would be rendered weakly and ailing for the 
remainder of their lives. So, in the cases we are now consi- 
dering: occurring in individuals whose systems are fortified, 
by active habits and robust health, against the inroads 
of disease, when it does attack them, the same resisting power 
shields them against the noxious tendency of the depleting 
and exhausting treatment to which they are commonly 
subjected. 

With such a foundation to work upon, bleeding and 
its auxiliaries are employed with an unsparing hand. The 
physician, undeterred by any apprehension of that failure of 
strength, which in more delicate subjects arrests the flow of 
blood, bleeds fearlessly to any extent, and repeats the opera- 
tion to any number of times. In spite of the loss he has 
sustained, the patient, backed by a good constitution, and 
aided by good nursing, time, and perhaps pure air, ultimately 
recovers. 

Thus a cure is effected, of which bleeding enjoys the 
credit. Nor wiU I assert that it is altogether undeserved. 
The Allopathist, so long as he remains true to his colours, can- 
not do without the lancet. Compared with a dangerous and 
destructive disease, it is certainly the lesser evil of the two. 
But if, as I boldly and firmly maintain, it may not only be 
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safely and totally abandoned, hut the diseaee he cured more 
quickly and certainly by Honioeopathie remedies, it is clearly 
the intprcat of the patient to demand, as it ia the duty of the 
medical raaa to supply, such an alternative. 

Case I.— Mtb. P — , aged 36. 

February 28th, 1847.— Has been ill tweaty-fonr hours. She is labour- 
ing uuiier all the symptoms of acute inflammation in a Fery aggravated 
form. Sbe has estreme pain around tbe lower part of the chest on Ihe 
right side, whicli becomes excruciating when she breathes deeply, oougha, 
or moTca : nor can she bear pressure on that part. The pulse is 100, 
full, and hard; akin hot; she ia very thirsty; there is dulness on 
percnssioD, and very imperfect respiraliory sound in Iba region of the . 
disease. 

Take Aconite, 3d dilution, every two hours. I 

March lat. — Her husband calls at nine o'clock, on his way to business, ' 
to inform me tliat the has had no sleep during the night, and is still in 
much pain. 

To conmienoe directly with Brjoni.i T.I, fjcry three honrs. 

Yiaiting her in the afternoon, E find her in a sonnd sleep. The pain 
baa greatly abated, and with it the fever, thirst, and heat. The skin ia 
DOW perspiring freely ; she breathes catrnly, and with comparative ease. 
Continue the Bryonia. 

3d. — Sbe has no pain, thirst, or fever; her pulse is calm, soft, and 
beating 7S in a minute. She feels well, and complaina only of some 
weakness. Imperfect respiration in the lung. 

Take Sulphur ISth, twice a day. 

Stb. — Senda to report herself ao well as to require no further 
attendance. 

Tbia patient had previousiy a similar attack, and among other reme- 
dies adopted for its removal was bleeding ; and so satished was she at 
the iieceasitj of resorting to that measure on tlio present occasion, that 
she strongly urged me, as soon aa I entered her room, to perform the 
operation. I had mucli difficult; in persuading her that she would re- 
cover more speedily without it. — She was not a little astonished at the 
result. 

Case II.— Edward S— , aged 21. 
March 13th, 1848. — Hns been ill foac days, end has not been able to 
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work since he was attacked, lie is now labonring under severe head- 
ache, ])aiiib in Ids limbs, chills, much thirst, quick pulse, hot skin, and 
a severe pain, which darts through his chest immediately under the right 
nipple, everv time he breathes. It is increased to an intolerable degree 
when he cou<;hs, which he does frequently, and then spits up a quantity of 
thick, yclluw phlegm, lie cannot lie on the affected side. Percussion 
uud the aubcultutory sounds distinctly indicate inflammation of an ad- 
vanced kind in the right lung. He attends at my house. 

Aconite 3d, every three hours. 

lull. — Considerable relief. 

Bryonia 3d, every four hours : AcQuite at bed-time. 

15th. — The feverish .symptoms have disappeared, and he feels the pain 
only a little, occasionally. The ex))ectoratiou is easy, and the phlegm is 
not bo thick ; he feels hungry. 

Continue Bryonia, twice a day. 

16th. — lie attends again at my house, having nothing to complain of 
but a little debility. Respiratory murmur still imperfect, and consi- 
derable dulncss on percussion ; occasional loose cough. 

Phosphorus 12th, twice a day. 

AVith this he was perfectly restored, and needed no further attend- 
ance. 

Case III.— I. C — , aged 31. A tall thin figure ; dark com- 
plexion. Has been ill twelve hours. 

March 7th, 1847. — Was seized yesterday with shivering, followed, 
almost directly, by a shooting pain in the left side of the chest, extending 
from the breast thiough to the back, causing excessive agony at each in- 
spiration, and compelling him to keep both hands firmly fixed upon the 
spot, in order to steady the ribs, and so procure a little mitigation of his 
sufferings. His breathing is short, suppressed, and catching; he is 
harassed by a severe hard cough, and already expectorates a quantity of 
brick-dust coloured sputum. Bis pulse is 100 in the minute, small, and 
sharp; his skin burning hot; he is very thirsty, and his tongue is 
covered with a yellow coating. There is much dulness on percussion, 
and distinct crepitation in the diseased portion of the lung. 

Take Aconite 3d, and Bryonia 3d, alternately, every two hours. 

8th. — Some amelioration in the symptoms generally. 

Continue the medicines. 

9ih.— Great and decided amendment in every respect. The pain is 
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slill felt, but ill a mitigated degree ; expectoratiuu not go red ; breatliii 
more calm and deep ^ tongue cletmbg ; aud but little thirst. 
Continue bolli medicines, at longer interTala. 
lOtli. — He is mucb astonislied at his improved condition, being, to s 
outward appearance, well. Has no pain ; no fever ; no thirst ; but little 1 
cough ; and spits a small quaotitj of white phlegm. He sleeps veil, ai 
can lie on either side. Auscultation betrays considerable consolidatioii I 
of the lung, there being diilueas, aud almost entire absence of respirator; 1 
murmur in the seat of diaease. 

Take Phosphorus 13th, three times a daj. 
12th. — Inspiratory sound much restored; otherwise quite well. 
Continue the medicines a few days longer. Cured. 

Case IV.— W. F— , aged 48 ; a tall, thin man, generally c 
sidered strong, 

Uaroh 8th, 1848. — Twenty-four hours ago taken with shivering, which | 
still continues when he mo^es or turns in bed. He complains of pain 
shooting throDgh the right breast to the back, catcliing and stopping his 
breath everj time he inspires, His brealiiing is short aud rapid ; he is 
distressed with a violent cough, which causes him great agouy, and com- 
pels him to cry out ; he expectorates a little white, thin phlegm ; bis pulse 
is 100, Tull and hard; he has a hot skin ; is very thirsty; and loathes ' 
food. , 

Take Aconite 3cl, directly, then Phosphorus 6lh, every four hours. 

lOlh. — Wonderfully better. There is but very little paiu remaining j 
— his breatliing is deep, free, and regular — pulse soft, and natural; skin . 
cool ; aud no thirst. 

To quote hia own words, " he feels quite a different man." 
Continue the medicine. 

11th. — Being aiiiious about business, and at the same time rather self- 
willed, he yesterday afternoon insisted upon getting up aud going out. 
There was a cold east wind blowing; he got chilled, and to-day is 
Buffering from an attack of dlairlio^. His cough is also mure trouble- 
Take Mercurius Gtb, every four liours. 

IStli. — Diarj'li<xa entirely subsided. He has couglj, and severe 
hcuilaelie. 

Uaindouna 3il, iit bed time- 
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1 3th.- Ijoose cough, and much headache. 

Brvonia 6th, every six hours. 
IGth.- Still bronchial cough, and much perspiration at uighf. 

Mercurius Gth, three times a day. 
20th.— Has little or no cough ; enjoys bis food ; gains strength ; and 
goes out daily to attend to business. 

Take two or three doses of Sulphur. Cured. 

Case V. — Q-. M — , a robust, temperate man. 

November 2d, 18 i6. — Caught cold, and had chills four days ago. 
Yesterday morning felt severe pain under the right arm pit, extending 
down the side towards the lower ribs, and piercing him through the 
chest " like a knife.'' It impedes his respiration to a distressing degree, 
compelling him to hold his breath, fixing him as in a vice, in an im- 
moveable position on the affected side, and even then he moans piteously 
with each inspiration. His suffering is much aggravated by a short, 
hacking cough, in which he expectorates a small quantity of white 
phlegm. There is a good deal of dulness on percussion, and almost 
entire obliteration of the respiratory murmur in the lower half of the 
lung. Constitutionally he is also very ill, having rapid pulse, hot skin, 
intense thirst, headache, foul tongue, which frequently gets dry, and 
amicus expression of countenance. 

Prescription : Aconite 3d, every hour. 

3d. — Eight hours after commencing the medicine, the pain began to 
abate, and has continued to do so up to this time. He now lies on his 
back, breathing freely and calmly. Constitutional excitement much sub- 
dued ; pulse 80 — is nearly free from thirst and headache. This morning 
has spat up a considerable quantity of phlegm, streaked with blood. 
Take Bryonia 3d, every three hours. Aconite 3d, at bed time. 

5th.— Mending rapidly. Scarcely a trace of pain remaining, even in 
coughing. Expectoration purulent and brickdust colour : pulse natural; 
tongue moist ; no thirst. Complete absence of resonance and respiratory 
murmur in region of disease. Loud bronchial respiration in the upper 
part of the lung, with mucous rale. 

Take Phosphorus 6tb, every four hours. 

7th. — Convalescent. Dull space in the chest more circumscribed. 
Loose cough. 

Continue PIk sphorus, twice a day. 
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lOtb.^He walks to mj house, n diBlance of lialf a mile. Complaii 
of i^hortnesa of breatb, and weakness. 

Continue the medicines, 

13tli. — Attends again, reeling perfeclly well, and intending to revun 
bis occapatioQ tn a few days. The liealthj sounds in tlje cheat are nearly: ^ 
restored. 

Sulphiir 12tb, twice a daj. 

TLis patient had a similar altnck some jcars previously, 
bled Ave times, blistered, &c., and detained at liome three weeks. The, J 
present attack (ioflamniation of the lungs and pleurisy combined) w 

ere a case of the kind as I ever saw. Yet we ace bim restored to I 
health, and fit to resume his occupntiou in about twelve days. There | 

9 here no loss of blood — coTisequently, but very little debility, and a 
proportionately rapid recovery. 



Case VI. — A — , a girl, 15 years old. 

July 10th, 1847.— Has been il! twenty-four hours. Was taken in 
first ins tauce with shivering. She is now burning hot; complains of I 
headache, and ihirst. Ker pulse is rapid, bard, and jerking ; she has a 1 
ere, sharp, piercing pain in the left aide of the chest, high up under J 
ana. It hurts her dreadfully every time she draws her breath ; and [ 
when the cough, with which she is troubled, conies on, she cannot help I 
calling out with the agony, Tiiere is slight dulncss on percussion, 
little roughness in the pleuritic surfaces. The respiratory murmur I 
slightly altered. 

Take Aconite 3d, every two hours. 

lllh. — The feverish symptoms Iibtb entirely subsided, and Ihe 
breathing is much easier. The pabi ia felt, and causes a slight catch, 
only when she brcallies deeply, or eouglis. 

Take Bryonia 3d, every four hours. 

13th. — The pain felt very slightly on taking a deep inspiration, experi- 
mentally. She considers herself well. There are no unnatunU sounds 
n the chest. 

A few more doses of Bryonia, at longer intervals, followed by Sulphur 
ISth. Cured. 

She ntleuded at my residence throughout the atlack. 
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Case VII.— Mrs. A. L — , aged 38. 

Febniarjf 9tli, 18i7.— Has been ill three days. Complains of a severe, 
dartir.g, piercing pain, immediately under the left breast, causing a 
sudden stop or catch every time she inspires. She can speak only in 
broken sentences, and holds her side for ease. She had severe shiverings 
at first, but is now in a higli state of fever — being hot in skin, thirsty, 
and complaining of headache. Her pulse is quick, small, and incom- 
pressible. 

There is some sliglit dulness on percussion — the rubbing pleuretic 
sound is very distinct. Tiic respiratory murmur is interrupted only by 
very slight crepitation, in a circumscribed portion of the lung. 

Take Aconite 3d, every two hours. 

10th. — All the febrile symptoms greatly abated. The pain is still 
severe. 

Take Bryonia 3d, every four hours. Aconite 3d, at bed time. 

11th. — Much relieved of the pain and difficulty of breathing; she has 
no fever, and the pulse is natural in every respect. Tliere is a good 
deal of dulness on percussion and im|)erfect respiratory murmur ; the 
sound being at the same time louder than natural in the upper part of 
the chest. 

Take Sulphur 12th, every four hours. 

13th. — The respiratory murmur, and resonance on percussion, nearly 
natural. No pain; no constitutional disorder. Sits up in the day, 
CDJoys Jier food, and sleeps well at night. 

Continue the Sulphur a day or two longer. Cured. 

Case VIII. — Mrs. K — , aged 33. A short, stout, florid person. 

February 22d, 1848. — Has been ill three days, with a pain in the right 
side, which has continued gradually to increase to its present intensity. 
It is of a cutting, darting kind, " like knives " piercing the side of the 
chest just under the breast, and is much aggravated by breathing, motion, 
and lying down in bed. She has a dry cough which distresses her ex- 
cessively. She is very thirsty ; complains of headache ; is hot, and at 
times shivering. Her pulse is quick, and hard. 

Take Aconite 3d, every two hours. 

23d. — The pain is greatly abated; as are also the constitutional symp- 
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toms ; tliere beiug but little fever, thirst, or heulaclie. The puUe in mure 
subdued in force, and less frequent. 
Take ErfDuia 3d, every three or four hours : Aconite 3d, at bed lime. 

OAh and 36th. — She continues the sunie medicine, with the same frood 
effect. She dow feels the pain but verj slightlj, even in deep respira- 
tioD, and ihere is no constitutional disturbance. 

SSth. — She is perfectlj well, wilh the exception of some cough, (or 
which she takes Phosphorus twice a day, and subscquentlj Sulyliur every 
night at bed time. 

Tliia patient, like tlie previous out, attended at njy house. 

Two or three of these patienta, it will have been remarked, 
visited me at my residence, throughout the attack. This 
circiunstance is referred to, as Htrikingly corroborative of 
what I have before stated, viz, — that the dehUity commonly 
attendant upon such cases, when treated after the old method, 
is more the effect of the remedies than of the disease. An 
inevitable consequence of repeated bleedings, is a lengthened 
confinement to bed. The patient's strength continues to fail, 
in a rapidly increasing ratio, with every repetition of the loss, 
and only ceases to do bo, when the remedy is discontinued. 
TTnder Homoeopathy the case ia just the reverse. The abate- 
ment of the symptoma, and the return of the patient's strength 
are simultaneous : they keep even pace with each other ; and, 
at that point in the disease, at which, in Allopathic practice, 
the patient reaches the lowest degree of debility, in llomceo- 
pathic practice, he is found with powers comparatively u 
paired. 



INFLAMMATION OP THE LUNGS AND PLEUEIS'i 

IN DELICATE PERSONS. 

The following examples represent a large, and in respect to 
our present object, the most important class of cases of inflam- 
mation of the lungs. Occurring in persons debilitated by age 
or other circumstances, they show, at one yiew, the inadmissi- 
bility and insufficiency of the ordinary severe remedies, and the 
admirable suitableness and complete efficacy of the Homoeo- 
pathic treatment. Such cases, more frequently than any others, 
place the Allopathist in a painful dilemma between the disease 
on the one hand, and his patient's want of constitutional power 
on the other. Actively inflammatory in its character, the dis- 
ease, according to his system, cannot be combated successfully 
without free bloodletting ; but the employment of that remedy 
is forbidden by the patient's want of stamina. Left to itself, 
the disorder is pretty sure to terminate fatally, either directly 
by its own destructive action, or indirectly by superinducing 
consumption : the debilitating effects of depletory remedies, or 
the imperfect cure of the disease by milder means, but too com- 
monly lead to the same result. 

Case I. — Mrs. C — , aged 32, of rather small stature, thin, 
spare, and at all times delicate. She is eight months gone in 
pregnancy. 

November 25th, 1847.— She Las been poorly the last week, with cold 
and lingering pains in the abdomen, as if premonitorj of labour. Three 
days ago these pains increased greatly, and have continued to do so up 
to the present time. They recur regularly about every ten minutes, and 
are evidently spasmodic, and not expulsive. There is no remarkable 
constitutional excitement. 

A few doses of Belladonna are ordered. 

27th. — She is no better. The spasmodic pains are not relieved, and 
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in additiou, ihero ia an accesaiou of a train of Bjmptoma of llie moat I 
alarming character. Her pulse is boating 140 in the minute; lier skinis 
burning hot ; her features are pinched aud ahruiilten. She Las intense I 
headache, and is confused in intellect. Her tongue is dry ; sLe has 1 
constant thirat, and vomits frequently. Her breathing is rapid, ahor^ I 
and catching, and now for the first time she complains, on being closely 1 
questioned, of a dull pain in the left side of the cheat, under the 
towards tlieback. She has a troublcsoine cough, aud cannot liedovn in. J 
bed, but is forced to be propped up wilb pillows. 

On applying the ear to the cheat, ttere is unequivocal evidence of in 
flimmatioQ of the left lung, which has no doubt been going au for days, I 
The middle and lover parts of that organ are quite dull In respiration,. I 
and on percussion. There ia very loud bronchial murmur; ibe ri^tl 
lung ia sound. 

Take Aconite 3d, and Bryonia 3d, alternately, every hour. 

SSth. — The actioa of these medicines has been magical. Yesterdajrl 
the whole aspect of Ihc case was so frightful, as to excite serious doubt^ 
of the patient's safety; to-day she is another creature. Ker pulse 
subdued in force, aud beating only 110, instead of 140, in the minute. 
Her breathing ia comparatively calm and easy, and she feels but little 
pain, eveu io deep inspiraliou. The spasDus of the abdooiieLi have also 
entirely ceased. Siic has very little thirst. Her tongue is moist, her 
mind clear and composed, and her oountcDance has resumed its nsual ■ 
eipression. 

Continue t!)e same medicines at longer intervals. 

89th. — Still progressing moat happily. All the symptoms have c 
tinned to improve. The pulse is now not mueh above the natural I 
standard. Slie lies down in bed and sleeps comfortably, when not dis- I 
turbed by ber cough. Auscultation sEiows the lung to be undergoing a J 
healthy change. There ia still much dulness on percussion, andtotida 
absence of respiratory murmur, bat thcGe ate more circumscribed. 
Take Phosphorus 6th, three times a day. 

further details of this case would be useless. Suffice it to say, that 
uader the action of the last medicine, cliiefly, her recovery was rapid and 
uninterrupted. She was confined within the month, and had, at the 
l-ime, so far regained her strength as to be able to nourish her child at ■ 

Viewed in every light, a more grati^ing case could scarcely presen 
itself to the Homceopalhist, Such instances, at the same time thai they 
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put his system to the severest test, show that the ciicmnstances of a 
disease must be desperate, over which it will not triumph. Treated 
AUopathically, this lady, as far as mj experience enables me to judge, 
would have stood not the slightest chance of recovery. But even ad- 
mitting tiiat her life might have been saved— at what a price must it have 
been purchased ! After the repeated bleedings which she most have 
borne, and the blisterings and salivation which she must have 
undergone, where would liave been the strength to sustain her through 
that otiicr ordeal, which awaited her so near at hand ? 

Case II.— JMts. L— , aged 72. 

June 17th, IS 48. — She has been iU, and under the care of a medical 
gentleman of the old school, the last five days. He bled her to 16 
ounces, applied two blisters to the chest, and gave calomel. He pro- 
nounced an unfavorable opinion of the case, but, being compelled to 
leave town yesterday afternoon, and the patient continuing to get worse, 
I am summoned to attend her at nine o'clock this evening. I find her 
in a most dangerous and deplorable condition: in short, to all appearance 
sinking rapidly. She lies prostrate on her back, sunk low down towards 
the foot of the bed, and throwing her limbs about, as persons do, from 
extreme exhaustion. Her breathing is rapid, short, and spasmodic ; she 
has a dreadful cough, with rattling of phlegm in the chest, which she has 
not power to expectorate. She complains (as distinctly as she can, being 
almost speechless) of an agonizing pain in her side when she breathes 
and coughs. There is a hectic flush on her cheeks. Her tongue is 
dry, brown, and parched ; and she is intensely thirsty. Her skin 
is dry, and the pulse 150 in the minute, as nearly as it can ^be 
reckoned. 

Take Aconite 3d, directly, and Rhus 3d, afterwards, every hour. 

18th. — Ten o'clock — morning. Already a marvellous change has 
supervened. She is lying comfortably on her side, and well up in bed ; 
complains of no pain : the cough has nearly left her; her tongue is moist; 
and she has no thirst. She says, in a firm voice, and with clear intellect, 
" 1 know I am better : I feel my disease relieved." Notwithstanding 
this improvement she is still alarmingly weak, owing, in a great degree, 
to a severe bowel complaint, which came on in the night, and still con- 
tinues. She attributes it to the calomel powders which were taken up 
to the time I saw her. 

Take Arsenicum 3d, every two hours. 
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19th. — The purging ceased afew hours after ahe coniineoce<llhe mtdi- 
liue. In every other respect she is grentlj heller, witli the eicepiioii 
that aiie is distressingly restless ; breathiug spasm udicallj, aud at times 
iuf; about from side to side ; all this resulting, evidently, from de- 
biULj, Had not frum the progress of the disease. 

Take Rlnis 3d, every two hours. 

20th. — Very much better. The reatleasucss has entirely subsided. 8he'1 

is perfectly culm and quiet, and altogetlier so oiucli improved as to I 

w^raut me in pronaunciug her out of dunger. 

Coutinae the Rliua, every four hours. 
Slst. — Up and dressed, and sitting in another room 1 enjoys light food, I 
]las a little loose cough, and perspires at times. 

Take f bosphorio Acid 13tli, three times a day. 
2d. — Agnin up and doing remarl:ablj well : eating a mutton chop for I 
dinner. 

She continued her medicine two or three days longer, and, at the end I 
]f a week, vas sufEciently restored to travel a considerable distaooe to f 
ler own home, in the country. 

C.iSE lU.— E. T— , aged SO. 
September 21st, ie47-^Though in years in the priuie of life, bia c( 
stitutiou has become completely shattered by a complication of chronio 1 
diseases, from which he has suffered iriauy years, and for the relief of I 
which be has undei^tie a great deal of surgical and medical treatment. ' 
The present attack has existed three days. He was seized ii 
instance with uolil shivers, succeeded, shortly, by a severe pain in the 
iide. On visitiug him, for the first tiuic, to-day, 1 find bim alarmingly 
II. Hia breathing is hurried, short, irrtgular, and attended with a catch 
ir sudden stop in the middle of each inspkation. He comphtuis of a 
slabbujg pain through the right breast, which is increased to an agouizmg 
amount in coughing; it also prevents Lis lying on that side. There is ' 
crepitation in the supeiior aud middle portious of the lung, and dulues: 
n percussiuu; mncoua rattle in the lower portion. He expectorates a 
good deal of white phlegm. I never saw a man so thoroughly prostrated 
by such an attack. Uis limbs tremblo like an aspeu leaf when lie 
attempts to move, and bis speech is faltering. His pulse is 130 in the . 
minute, full, and jerking. Hia skin burning hot ; his tongue brown, day, i 
and parched ; and he is intensely tldrsty. 

Aconite 3d, every two hours. 
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2 2 J.— At four o'clock this morning he broke into a profuse perspira- 
tion, which lasted till six. His skin is now cool and soft ; his breathing 
oalui, deep, and much more free ; expectoration mucopurulent. His pulse 
is reduced to 95, and is soft and yielding; his tongue is moist, and he is 
scarcely at all troubled with thirst. 

Repeat Aconite at longer intervals, and take Bryonia 3d, 

every four hours. 

23d. — Rapid improvement. His pulse is now at the healthy standard, 
(75,) his tongue is moist, and he has but little thirst. 

Continue the Bryonia, at longer intervab. 

2Cth.'^A severe attack of diarrhoea supervened yesterday. It was 
speedily rectified by 

Rhus Gth, every three hours. 

To-day he is progressing most favorably ; he wishes to sit up, and 
complains of nothing but weakness. 

Contiuue the Rhus. 

29th. — Up and dressed, and walking about his room ; has a a good 
appetite; coughs at times, and spits up some phlegm. He is very 
short of breath on exertion ; and examination of the lung detects a con- 
siderable amount of consolidation, with some mucous rattle. He has no 
pain whatever. 

Take Sulphur 12th, twice a day. 

October 4th. — He visits me at my house. The lung is rapidly re- 
suming its healthy function. He soon returned to his business, and 
now (twelve mouths after) is perfectly well in respect to his chest. 
Expenence warrants me in expressing a confident opinion that this case, 
under the ordinary mode of treatment, would have terminated fatally. 
Even under the non-debilitating action of Homoeopathic remedies, there 
was the greatest fear, in the first instance, of collapse or failure of 
power, supervening. The use of the lancet, purgatives, and salivation, 
would inevitably have induced that dreaded condition. 

Case IV. — G. L — , aged 45, a tall, spare, and delicate man ; 
generally has a cough, and is by no means strong. 

June 15th, 1846. — Two nights ago he went to bed quite well; was 
seized about midnight with violent shivering, which lasted an hour, and 
was succeeded by a severe pain in the left side under the lower ribs. 
It still continues, and pierces him through the chest, every time he 
coughs or breathes. He yesterday began to spit up freely a quantity 



kVB PLEUEiar Ls DELiciTE PEBaosa. 43 I 

of thick phlegm aiid blooil, the latter prcdnminating and imparting & | 
brick-dnst colour to the whole mass. There is dulness on pcrcusnian, 
imperfect respiration, and crepitation in oil the lower portion of the 
lung, loud bronchial rattle above. He tioa high fever, marked by thirst, 
hot skin, headache, and small rapid pulse. He is forced to lie ot 
back. 

Take Aconite 3d, everj two hours, lour doses : then Bryonia 3d 
every four hours. 

16th. — Greatly relieved. Repeat the medicine. 

17th. — He has but little pain, and no fever or thirst; the cough I 
is comparatively slight, tnd the expectoration scarcely tinged with | 

Continue the Bryonia. 

19th. — No pain. Pulse 60, soft and natural; skin cool; no thirst; . 
appetite pretty good ; absence of respirAtory sounds in diseased portioi 
of lung. 

Take Phosphorus 12th, three times a day. 

21st. — Slight crepitating rnltle in some portion ot diseased part. 
He is quite convalescent, visiting me at my house, and anticipating 
a resumption of his employment in two or tliree days. He is perfectly 
well at tbe present date, (March, 1S4S,) and has had no illness in the 
interval. 



Case v.— Thomaa B— , aged 31; of spare, delicate habit, 
and weakly constitution. Formerly a waterman. The last 
year and a half employed in boiler-making, which ho thinka 
18 too laborious for his strength. Five weeks ago he had an 
attack of ioflammation of the cheat, not so severe as that under 
which he ia now labouring ; he was then attended by a gentle- J 
man from a dispensary ; leeched, blistered, &c., &c., and de- | 
tallied at home three weeks. 

April 26th, 1847-^HBving resumed his work a fortnight, was seized 
two days ago, with shiveringa and headache, speedily succeeded by sharp 
pain in the right side of the chest, extending downwards from under the 
arm, and piercing through the back every time he breathes ; and parti- 
cularly BO in coughing. He spits up a quantity of brown stuff, tinged I 
with blood. There is almost a total absence of respiratory sound, and I 
complete dulneas on percussion. His pulse is 110, full, and hard : s" 
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hoi and di7 ; tongue cmUi), and parcbed i lie is yery thirat; ; unl kl) 
uu ii[i|)cliic. ForU MLcecdingl; wrtkk and depressed. 

lUe Aoonitc Stli, txetj four lioura, alUrnalelj, vith Rhus 6lh. 
STUi. — Reported na in evcrj waj uiucli relieved. 

Take Brjoni* 3il. cvciy four hours. 
SSIh. — No pain wlintcvcr cxec]<l wlicu lie coughs hurd. Ko [ewi 
no tliint; luiigua clean, and moist; pulse 60, sofl, and compresobfei 
expectorates a Utile clear phlegm. 

Cuutinue Brjruoia three tiinea a dajt. 
Mth. — Meudlng rupidly. 

Take Phosphorus ISlh, twice a da;. 
Maj 3i!. — lie ttltcnds al mj house, reportbg hiuisetf well 
|*in, fever, or thirst ; good appetite ; can lie with equal comfort on either 
aide ; breathing sounils lirarlv natural. 

Take a few doses of Sulphur, Cured. 



»Bgb. 



Case VI. — I. 11 — , aged 40, addicted to over-mdulgence 
in ardent spirits. He had delirium tremens slightlj thrae 
years ngo ; and has ever since been in a verj delicate, ailing, 

shaky condition. 

March Slst, ]845. — The daj before yesterday, was allaeked willi 
TOmitiug, chills aud heats, followed bj severe pain, piercing through lbs 
right breast to tlie back, much aggravated by coughing and deep iuspj' 
ration. Hia breathing is now quick and short, and attended with a 
catching stitch in the aide. He has a loose, hacking cougb, nliicb CHOses 
him great agony. His puUc is IIS in the mitiule, thiobbiBg, full, and 
soft ; his skin is hot ; and he has much thii'st and headache. There ii 
almost entire abaenec of respiratory niunnur and resonance over the 
diseased part of the lung. Mustard poultices have been applied to the 
chest, aud opening medicines taken inwardly, without procuring the 
smallest relief. 

Take Aconite 3d, every two hours. 
April 1st. — Yesterday he could not move in bed without great pun 
and difficulty — to-duy he is dressed aud sitting up in another room. 
The pain in his side is gone, his skin is cool; he has no thiiat; 
his pulse is 95, soft, and cooipressible ; cough not nearly so trouble- 
some. In the afternoon, symptoms of delirium tremens manifested 
themselves: he sees horrible objects in the rooni ; talks about them 
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ridiculoualj ; starts, and jumps up under some sudden impulse, irhioh 
as Inatuntl; Tanisbes. He has not slppt tlie iaat tiro nights. He per. 
spires freely. 

Take Opium 3d, evcrj two liours. 

April 2d. — The spectres were neither so frequent in their visits, nor 
sn Trightful in appearance, during the night : being chiefl; composed of 
fantastical figures and laughing facea. At 6veia the morniag, lie fell into 
asDund sleep, which lasted some hoiira. He nwoke calm and colleeted, 
and continues so at the present moment. He is now onli disturbed 
by his coog^. 

Take Rhus ISth, every four hours. 

5th and 7th. — Progressing most favorably. His appetite is good. 
He is so much better as to be able to attend me at nij residence. I 

Hepac Sulph. 13th, every night. I 

10th. — Reports himself perfectly well. I 

There is no point in the practice of medicine better nnderslood tlinn 
the drunkard's inability to bear the loss of biood, or any other depletory 
remedy. A few leeches applied, or a brisk pargative given, (o a person | 
predisposed by intemperance to delirium tremens, will sometimes indooe , 
that formidable disease. Such a state of constitulion, combined vith 
inflammation of the chest, presents to the Allopathist the most em- 
barrassing combination. The original disease calls aloud for tlie laneet — 
delirinm tremens as loudly forbids its employment. Between the two the 
patient sinks. J 

Homceopatliic remedies, as in the ease before us, at once dis|;iel the 
difficulty. ' 

These cases are esoeedmgly interesting, as exhibiting, in ft ' 
forcible manner, the vast importance attaching to the fact, that 
HoDiceopathie remedies are not in the slightest degree debilita- 
ting. None of these patients (if we except case No. 4) would 
have borne the loss of blood to a sufficient extent to arrest the 
disease. No. 2 was actually sinkiiig under its influence. In 
the case of No. 6, its employment was absolutely interdicted 
by a predisposition to delirium tremens. In the others, either 
from age, or constitutional weakneas, there waa a general want 
of that power, which would have been necesaaiy to enable 
them to bear up under the combined forces of the disease, and 
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exhausting remedies. The probabilitj is, that tbej would all 
have died. 

AVe have also in these cases, a striking illustration of a truth 
to which I have before alluded, viz. — that once a favorable 
impression is made upon the disease, the subsequent amend- 
ment is almost sure to be steadily and uninterruptedlj progres- 
sive. In Allopathic practice the physician's nerves are kept 
constantly on the stretch, by the fear that any advantage gained 
over the disease by bleeding, one moment, may, the next, be 
lost in the accession, either of reaction, calling for a repetition 
of the operation, or a failure of strength from the loss that has 
already been sustained. The case is thus reduced to a game 
of chance : the patient being the stakes ; the players, Death, 
and the Doctor. 



INFLAMMATION OP THE LUNGS AND PLEUEIST 
IN OHILDEEN. 

The greater mortaUty which prevaile in tho first five years 
of eiiatence, over any other period of equal length, auggeats i 
two important questiona, viz. : — to what is this attributable ? ' 
and how may it be prevented ? 

Among the children of the poorer claaaeg, much of this 
fatality may doubtless he ascribed, to the untoward eireum- 
stancea often inseparable from their condition in life — impure 
air — insuffi(;ient and unwholeaome food — imperfect clothing, 
&ad bad nursing, HygisEic observancea aad eanitary regular , 
tioBB, may do much towards leaseaing tbe mortality arisiug 
from tiiese cauaes. There are, however, other causes conatantly I 
in operation, afi'eeting alike the ehildreu of the rich and the ' 
poor : the influence of atmospheric changes, and the peculiar 
eicitabOity of the nervous and vascular syatems which charac- i 
teriaes the age of childhood. These must ever remain beyond I 
our control. We are thus forced to the conclusion, that, in I 
apite of all our preventive efforts, the spring-time of life will 
continue to he the harvest-time of death, and remain more 
exposed than any other period to the attacks of diaeaae, imtil 
some means more prompt and efficient than those at present ii 
use, shall be adopted to combat these diseases. Prevent them j 
we cannot r Cure them we may. 

Either in their aimple form, or as accompaniments of other I 
disordera, auch as scarlet fever, measles, hooping-cough, &c., 
inflammation of the lunga and pleurisy operate more power- 
fully to the deatruction of infantile eiiatence than all other 
diseases put together. Placing alJ his reliance in the treat- 
ment of iufiammation generally in the uae of depletory agenla, 
the Allopatblst endeavours to subdue tbeae diseases by bleed- 
ing, leecheSj blisters, and purgatives. The espenence of the 
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iMt 2000 ye»n has proTed how unequal these agenta ii 
effect Bucb an object. Employed with comparative impunity 
in the casea of adults, in whom the circulation is not easily 
eicited, and where the vital energies are strong and endurinf, 
theae agents, applied to children, whose organization is both | 
more susceptible and more delicate, so far from arresting the I 
diseaee, do but hurry it on to a fatal termination. This is I 
mainly owing to the peculiaj- susceptibiJity juet mentioned. So ' 
rapid is the circulation in childhood, that it ia almost impos- 
Bibk to subdue it by the loss of blood, or if it be subdued, so 
aensitive is the nen'oua system, that reaction is almost sure to _ 
be established within a space of time far too short to have I 
allowed of any healing process taking place in the diaeased I 
oi^n. With the appearance of reaction, however frequent, J 
the necessity for repeating the bleeding also recura, and then 
the little patient, exhausted by the remedy, and unable to 
oppose any resisting force to the inroads of the diseaae, falls 
wi easy victim to the one or the other, or what is more common, I 
to the combined influence of both, rortiinately, where Alio- I 
pathy fails, Homo?opathy cornea to our rescue. There is per- I 
haps no practical point in the whole Homceopathic system ot% 
Bueh inestimable value as the prompt aud all but irresistible ■ 
command it gives us over the diseases of children. So unfiul- 1 
ing is the rule which guides the Homceopnthist in his opera- 
tions, that the two diseases of which we are now speaking, and 
which under Allopathic treatment always prove formidable, 
and so often fatal, when submitted to the action of Homoeopa- 
thic remedies, scarcely excite in the mind of the prescriber an 
anxious thought or doubt as to the issue. I say this on the 
strength of my own experience. 1 have tested the system io 
hundredsof casea, with this result — that, tokere I formerly loit 
ten patients, I do not now lose one. Such results will ever 
flow from a careful and steady adherence to the Homceopathic 
doctrine ; and it is to this source we must look for a diminu- 
tion of that fearful mortality among children, which hitherto we 
'e been doomed to deplore, but have not been able to ai 
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Case I. — Emma II — , aged 5 yoara. 



NoTEmber Slst, 1S47.— Eiglit o'clock in tlie evening. Tlirongli a 
mistake on the part of tlie messenger wiio was sent For me, a Dcigbhoui 
ing medical gentlemnn was called in to see this patient. The deaperalf 
condition in which lie foand her, induced, him at onoo to declare lier case | 
hopeless — that in fact she was then djiiig. He declined prescribbg anj i 
medicine ; but, as a last resource, told tbe mother to applj clollis soaVi'd | 
in hot vinegar to the chest, and put llie feet in a mustard batli. 
mistakE above referred to liaviog been rectified, I aaw tbe cbil J about ten j 
minutes after. Tbe following is the condition she then presented — fcbe I 
way lying across her mother's lap, her legs hanging over one side, and 
tlie head thrown as far back as possible over the other. Her moulUwas 
wide open, and gasping for breaUi; tb-e ejelida were half closed — sbi: 
congested in the head and faee; lethar^c and insensible. Ilcr 
breathing waa exceedingly rapid and tumnltuous. Every now and 
then a short, hard cough snpervBited, and, from the momentary in- 
terruption it caused in the breathing, seemed to threaten suffocalio'i. 
jr pulse was throbbing, and too lapid to be counted. The skin 
iS hot, jct covered in parts, especially on tbe rorchead, with perspira- i 

She had been ill tour days, gradually i;el ting worse op to this momiug, 
irbeu matters assumed the serious aspect just described. 

Unconscious that she had been visited by any other medical man, I at 
jnce prescribed Aconite, to be given every quarter of oii hour. 

Viaitiuf; her two hours after, the alteralioii which luid already taken 
place in her condition sur]>assed iny eipBClUlluu. Confident in the power 
,of Aconite, I waa hardly prejiared for sKcli a striking chauge. Tiic I 
tumnltuous excitement had almost entirely subsided; the child Wiislying 
in bed, breathing compiirativelj calmly. The brain was relieved; she 
lS perfectly conaciuua, and answered when spoken to. Her skin is&i 
toft aiid perspiring gcutiy. All Ilie other symptoms lutd improved iu 
equal piiiportion. 

Continue the RiEdiciiie, every two liours. 
d. — Further and great araemimciit. Blic scarcely appears like Hii 
same child. She is cheerful and intelligent; breathes freely ti 
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naturally — has very little thirst— her skiu is cool — her pulse soft, and 
not much above the licalthj standard. 

Take a few doses more of the medicine, at longer intervals. 

27th. — She progressed favounibly up to this date, when there was 
some accession of febrile symptoms, which being allayed by Aconite, 
hooping-cough developed itself in the course of a few days. 

She had Belladonna, and finally Drosera, and on the 3d of December 
was reported as perfectly well. 



Case II. — Master II — , aged 4j years; generally a fine, 

healthy, florid boy. 

November 21st, 1816. — Seven o'clock in the evening. He has been 
drooping the last three days. This morning he was seized with the 
following urgent symptoms : 

He is lying in bed, stretched out on his back, breathing loud, short, 
and very rapidly, with a "catch " at almost every inspiration. He has a 
slight hacking cough, which seems to cause much pain. His pulse is 
exceedingly quick and throbbing, his skin burning hot, and liis face 
flashed, his nostrils dilated and working, his look anxious and quick ; he 
lies perfectly quiet, and does not move, except to make signs for drink, 
for wliich he is incessantly craving. 

Take Aconite every hour. 

22d. — Sitting on the outside of his bed, washed and dressed, and 
playing with his toys. On entering the room, and not perceiving my 
patient in bed, where I left him the previous evening, I inquired of his 
mother what had become of him ; she replied by jjointing to the httle 
fellow before me. It is almost needless to say, the urgent symptoms 
above related had disappeared. He was all but well. 

To take a few more doses of the medicine, at longer intervals. Cured. 

Case III. — E. C — , aged 2 years. 

January 14th, 1847. — She has been ill twelve hours, and is now very 
acutely affected. Her breathing is rapid, short, and laboured — pulse 
exceedingly quick and throbbing — skin burning hot; there is in- 
tense thirst ; she is greatly oppressed, lying quite prostrate and motion- 
less. 
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Take Aconite 3d, every two hours : on the 15tl]. Plio5i)liorus every 
four hours. 

16th. — The medicines have acted like magic. Tliere is to day no 
trace of the disease. 

Case IV. — E. W — , a femalB child, aged 7 montha. 

October 13th, 1847. — Nine o'clock in the evening. She liaa been ill 
twenty-four hoxrs. She is thoroughly oppressed with the disease, lyiug 
with her eyes closed, and apparently almost unconscious. She is labour- 
ing distressingly for her bteatii; catcliiDg with each inspiration, as if 
she would suffocate herself rather tlian endure the pain which respiration 
produces. She is also liarrassed with a short cougli, which makes iier 
cry out. Tlicre is loud puerile respiration, with crepitation, in all the 
lower and posterior portion of the chest on the riglit side, and rubbing 
sound very distinct in the pleura. She is burning hot in skin ; and her 
pulse is too rapid to be reckoned. She has incessant craving fur cold 
water. 

Take Aconite 3d, every hour. 

14th. — Ten in the moming. Very mneb relieved; her breathing is 
deeper and more regulai', and has lost the "catcb;" but it is still loo 
rapid, (95 in the minute); she is not so thirsty; tliere is a loose 
cough, which still causes her to cry out with pain. She is more 
lively and happy, and her eyes are open and bright ; akin still hot and 
drj. 

Take Aconite 6th, and Belladonna 6th, alternately, every two hours. 

IStb. — Skin cool and natural. There is some catching and dilHcuity 
in the breathing. 

Take Aconite and Bryonia 12th, alternately, every three hours, 

16th. — Decided amendment. The rubbmg sound lias disappeared — 
there is some dnlncss, with crepitating and mucous rattle in the diseased 
lung. Notwi til standing these improvements, she is still seriously ill, and 
fcreathes too tjuicklj. She is also very weak. 

Take Phospliorus 12tb, every four hours. 

18th,— Progress! ug most favorably. Resijiratorj action, and morniur, 
improved, skin cool, she is lively and clieerfni. 

Continue the medicine : under the action of which, in a few days, she 
lerfectly recovered. 

This case appeared, at the commencemeut, so desperately severe, ; 
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prove J ultimately so obstinate, tlat bud I trcuted it Allopathicallj, I 
k-lieve 1 should liavc stood no chance of subduing the disease. The 
child wouKl not Iiavc borne the repeated use of those active measures 
which such a case, in Allopathic practice, would have imperatively de- 

niaiiiled. 



Cask V. — ElltMi D — . aged 8 months ; naturally a weakly, 
delicate child, and tjitill further reduced by the pretsent attack. 

Novcnihcr Sth, ISA/. — Was poorly with a cough all last week. The 
lu<t twenty-four hours she has been much worse. She is now in a high 
lever ; has hot skin, rapid pulse, and much thirst. Her breathing is 
({uick. short, and catching, and attended with a severe and painful cough. 
Auscultation detects complete dulness and absence of respiration in the 
lower part of the right lung, with loud bronchial and mucous rattles 
J hove. 

Take Phosphorus 12th, every two hours. 

\i\\\. — Better in every respect. Continue. 

10th. — No fuver, heat, or thirst; breathing sounds much restored; 
some loose cough. 

Continue the medicine twice a day for a few days longer- She was 
then well, and had no further attendance. 



BEONCHinS. 



This is a term applied to iiLflannnation of the bronchi- 
the air-pasBagea intervening between the windpipe and the"* 
substance of the lungs. In its milder Ibrme it is the & 
cause of temporary cough ; and when, as often ha] 
damp and variable climate, it beconica confirmed, it conatitutea 
the long-standing, or what is called " constitutional cough," f 
with which many, especially aged, persona are troubled, fl 
Although individuals of all ages are exposed to its attack, chil- 
dren and old people suffer from il; most severely. Lees dan- 
gerous than the disease we have just been conBidering, it gene- 
rally lasts longer, and, when very acute, is productive of more 
suffering to the patient than that complaint. Frequently eom- 
pbcated with inflammation of the lungs, and closely allied with 
it in many of its symptoms, it yet baa peculiar signs of its 
own, by which it ia easily and clearly distinguishable . Of J 
these the most striking are the loud wheeze, which, i 
earlier stages, accompanies the treathing; the cough, 
constant and distressing, and attended with a more copious! 
espectoration ; the pain in the chest, often very severe, and of ■ 
a burning kind, and more widely diffused than in inflammation 1 
of the lungs. The last symptom, as well as the cough, is o 
greatly aggravated by the recumbent posture, so that the J 
patient ia not able to lie down in bed for several days and J 
nights together. The physical signs elicited by auscultation! 
are also indicative of the disease. 

The treatment ordinarily adopted ia moat complicated aad^ 
indefinite. Some medical men treat it actively, by bleeding, 
Clipping, leeching, blisters, mercury, &c. Others, r unnin g into 
the opposite extreme, do but very little, and leave nature to 
her own efforts. The greater number pursue a middle course. 
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bleod modcratfl y, apply blisters and embrocations to the chest, 
admiiiistor expectorants, emetics, and purgatives. Of these 
tlirco plans, th(^ second, possessing the advantage of not ex- 
liaustini; the patient's strength, is the least objectionable. The 
others harass and debilitate the patient, without eradicating 
the disease. 

The Homa'opathist adopts neither of these modes. He does 
not exhaust his patient by bleeding, and other antiphlogistic 
means ; nor does he pursue the do-nothing system, and leave 
nature unaided ; but, by the employment, in the first instance, 
of such remedies as exercise a strong controlling power over 
inflammatory action in general ; and secondly, of such as act 
upon the bronchial membrane in particular, he succeeds in 
bringing this painful, and, at times, obstinate disease, to a more 
speedy termination than can be effected by the ordinary Alio, 
pathic measures. 

Case I. — Mr. P — , aojed 45. A healthy, plethoric man. 

January 9th, 1818. — Has been poorly the last week, with cold and 
slight cough. He is now lahouring under all the symptoms of acute 
bronchitis, viz. : — quick, laboured breathing, greatly accelerated by the 
least exertion, and attended with a loud wheeze; a sense of oppression 
and tightness across the upper part of the chest, and a violent, irritating, 
almost incessant cough, giving rise to a scanty watery expectoration. A 
racking Iieadache, hot skin, rapid pulse, great thirst, alternating heats 
and chills, indicate much constitutional disturbance. Auscultation betrays 
loud sonorous rattle in the upper part of both lungs, but more particu- 
larly the right. He is unable to lie down in bed. 

To take Aconite 3d, every two hours. 

10th. — All the febrile symptoms greatly abated : pulse more calm ; 
thirst less ; skin cooler. The chest is also considerably relieved : the 
sense of tightness is removed ; he breathes slower, and more regularly, 
and the wheeze is scarcely audible. The expectoration is more 
copious, and of a yellow colour; the mucous has for the most part 
superseded the sonorous rattle. He now suffers from intense head- 
ache, which seems to arise from, and to be much aggravated by, the. 

cough. 

Take Bryonia 3d, every foiu: hours. 
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IllL. — Amendment lo every respect : liia cough is much ca 
he Itas but very little headache ; lie ka^ at times, some beat about tl 

Take Spongia 13lb, three times a da;. 
13tL.— His breathing is calm and easy, the cipeetoration much di 
' nbhed, and losing its yellow puraleat cbaiacter; slept soundly soma 9 
hours in the night. 

Continue the medicine. 
14tb. — Dressed and silting up, feeling quite comfortable, and com-J 
plaining only of a little weakness, and some cough, which tronbles h~ 
occasionally. 

Take Hepar Sulpli. 12l\t, twice a day. 
From this date he considered himself well, and in a few days resumed I 
his occupation. 

Cabe II.— Mrs. F— , aged 47. 
JaDOary 7tb, 1S4S.- — Cauglit cold ten dars ago, and has ever since had 
a troublesame cough. Eighteen hours ago she tvas seized with the 
following symptoms, which still continue in an aggravated degree — 
tightness across the chest, and inability to breathe without great pniu 
and difficulty ; her inspirations are slow and laboured, and accompauied 
by a remarkably loud wbeeze ; slie complains ol buramg heat in the chest, 
and a darting, cutting pain, passing from under the left breast, through I 
to the back: thb is much increased by inspiration, and causes her to J 
moan every time she draws her breath. She has constant distressing J 
cough. Tiie whole of the chest presents to the ear the loudest sonorous 1 
rattle ; her pulse is quick and small ; skiu hot ; mouth parched and I 

Take Aconite 3d, ever; two hours. 
Stb. — The change in her complaint since yesterday is very striking.V 
The wheezing, which might then be heard distinctly outside the room, < 
is now scarcely audible at the bed side. Her breathing is so calm a 
easy, that, without questioning her, one would not suspect that she was 
labouring under disease of ihe chest. She bos but little fever or thirst, 
and the pulse is nearly natural. She still feds the pain through the 
chest in breatliing deeply, or cougiiiug. Tliere is free enpectoratioii of 
mucus, and loud mucous rattle in upper jtart of che&t ; some dulnesa, 
on pereus»oa wut auscultation, ia centre of left lung. 
I tikd Bryonia 3d, every four hours. 
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lith and lOih.— Progressing inobt favorably under the action of tLc 
iiine incdicinc. 

Htli. — She got up yesterday, and is now dressed and sitting by the 
llrcsidr, feeling " quite comfortable." Her breathing is natural ; she has 
out little eouL'h ; the pain in the side is removed ; she begins to take food, 
A few doses of Sulphur are prescribed, and being now quite convalescent, 
no further niedicul attendance is needed. 

Case III. — A fine fat child, aged 16 months ; of a very irrita- 
ble temperament. 

January 12th, 1S47. — lias been ill two days; his present symptoms 
are of an unuaually aggravated character. The breathing is very rapid, 
the wheezing remarkably loud, producuig a sawing noise. He is very 
hot, feverish, and thirsty. There is also much gastric disorder : he is 
sick, and the bowels are much relaxed. 

Take Aconite 6th, and Chamomilla 6th, alternately, every two hours. 

13th. — He is greatly relieved; the purging has ceased; he is less 
restless and irritable ; skin cooler ; cough loose, and less constant ; the 
wheezing much abated. He still vomits occasionally. 

Take Ipecacuanha 6th, every two hours. 

14th. — He has the same medicine again^ and on the 16th is perfectly 
well. 

Case IV. — E. W — , aged 2-J- years. A florid, stout, hearty 

boy ; has been ill 24 hours. 

April 21st, 1847. — ^Has a loud dry cough ; is husky and hoarse; his 
breathing is rapid, and attended with the characteristic wheeze ; he is 
feverish, very thirsty, hot in skin ; his pulse is rapid, and he is very 
restless. 

Take Aconite 6th, every four hours. 
23d. — With the exception of a little troublesome cough this child is 
perfectly well, his breathing is natural, skin cool, has no thirst. He is 
laughing and romping. 

Take Chamomilla 12th, twice a day. Cured. 

These cases might be multiplied, if needful, almost to infinity. 
Enough have been quoted to show with what facility the disease 
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yields to the action of Homoeopathic remedies. Efficient, 
even in persons of the most advanced age, it is in the dis- 
order, as it occurs in children, that the power of these reme- 
dies is most strikingly conspicuous. In the latter respect we 
shall have occasion to recur to the subject when treating of 
hoopiQg-cough, measles, <fcc. 
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INFLAMMATIOX OF THE WINDPIPE. 

The windpipe is the uppermost portion of the apparatus 
(levott'd exclusively to breathing. It connects the mouth with 
tlie bronchinl tubes named in the last chapter. Like the other 
[)arti* «)f the respiratory organs, it is liable, under the influence 
of cold, damp air, and other causes, to be attacked by active 
inllainniation, and when so attacked, the disease is called Laryn- 
giti.i — the larynx being the part of the tube most commonly 
alfected. 

In a chronic form, it is a frequent attendant upon consump- 
tion, and then constitutes one of its most painful symptoms. 
AVe are now about to consider it in its simple acute form, 
unconnected with disease of the lungs. 

Tliere is scarcely an inflammatory disorder, in the treatment 
of wliich tha Allopatliie practitioner is not exposed to embar- 
lassment and disappointment, arising from the violent and 
uncertain action of his remedies, This is more conspicuous in 
some cases than otliers ; but in none more so than in the 
diflerent aflections of the throat. That it is true, as regards 
blie complaint now in question, medical literature supplies us 
with numerous melancholy examples. One of the most inte- 
resting is that of General Washington. *" Some time on the 
night of Friday, the lOfch of December, 1799, having been 
sxposed to rain on the preceding day, General Washington 
was attacked with an inflammatory affection of the upper part 
of the windpipe, called, in technical language, cynanche tra- 
chealis. The disease commenced with a violent ague, accom- 
panied with some pain in the upper and fore part of the throat. 
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a Geaae of atricture in the ewne part, a oough, and a diSiciilt 
rather thaa a painful, d^lutition, wfai(?h were eooD saoeeeded 
by fever, and a quick and laborious respiration. The aeeeasity 
of bloodletting suggesting iteelf to the General, be procared a 
bleeder in the neighbourhood, who took from his arm in tbr 
uiglit, twelve or fourteen oimcea of blood. He could not bv 
any meana be prevailed on by the familj to send for the attend- 
ing phyaician till the roUowing morning, who arrived at Mount 
Vernon at about eleven o'clock on Saturday. Discovering the 
caae to be highly alarming, and foreseeing the &lal tendency 
of the disease, two consulting i>hysicJaDa were immediately 
aeut for, who arrived, one at half after three, and the other at 
four o'clock in the oftemooo. In the mean time were employed 
two pretty copious bleedings, a blister was applied to the part 
aflected, two moderate doses of calomel were given, and an 
injection was administered, which operated on the lower intes- 
tines, but all without any perceptible advantage; the respira- 
tion becoming still more difficult and distressing. Upon the 
arrival of the first of the consulting physicians, it waa agreed. 
as there were yet no signs of accumulation in the bronehiai 
Teasels of the lungs, to trj- the result of another bleeding! 
when about thirty-two oimces of blood were drawn, withoill 
the smallest apparent alleviation of the disease. Tapoura of | 
vinegar aud water were frequently inhaled; ten grains of 
calomel were given, succeeded by repeated dosea of emetic- 
tartar, amounting in all to five or six grains, with no other 
effect than a copious discharge from the bowels. The powent 
of life seemed now manifestly yielding to the force of the dis- 
order; blisters were applied to the extremities, together with 
a cataplasm of bran and vinegar to the throat, Speaking, 
which was painful from the beginning, now bec~ame ahnost ini_ 
practicable; reapiration grew moee and more contracted and 
imperfect, till half after eleven an Saturday night, retaining 
the full possession of liis intellect, when he expired without a 
struggle. , . . , fl<™~ Vfore his death, after 

repeated efforts to iceedeJ in espressi] 
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a (Ii'siro that he might be permitted to die without fiirtber in- 

liTniptioii." 

Dr. Chyiic, from whose article on Laryngitis tbe foregoing 
rasL' is extracteil, says, ** Qeneral Washington died witbin 
iwenty-fuiir hours of tlio commencement of bis illness; and 
we caniitit deny that in this supposed case of croup, tbe 
roiiuHlioR eniployt'il, however justifiable in tbe then state of 
iiuMliral iiif«>rmalioii, probably shortened the QeneraVs life. 
If hlcrdini; fails to subdue an inflammatory disease, it will be 
hurtful, by dopri'ssiui^ the power by whicb the muscles act. 
Afl tlu*n tlicn* are cases in which bloodletting is salutary, 
and cast's in which it is hurtful, let us try to ascertain 
wIkmi, and to what extent tbat remedy ougbt to be prac- 
tised : r.ud let us be permitted to premise that cases will 
occur in which it may be difficult to come to a satisfactory 
conclusion with respect to bloodletting; in whicb tbe con- 
siderations for and against that remedy will be balanced so as 
to make the most skilful and experienced physician pause. In 
sucli a dilemviay however, it will be well tbat tbe physician 
slionld not allow his doubts to transpire." 

Tlie public, and the profession, have lately bad to lament 
tlie untimely close of a career of usefulness, in tbe premature 
death of Dr. Jordan Lynch. The subject is tbus alluded to 
in a paper devoted to his memory in * Tbe Medical Directory 
for 1848." " On Friday evening, June 18tb, be was seized 
wdtb rigors, followed by a painful sense of constriction about 
the upper portion of tbe throat and palate. He swallowed 
four grains of Calomel and went to bed, but by tbe following 
morning the symptoms had considerably increased — and it 
was quite evident active inflammation bad set in, sufficient to 
warrant bim, as he thought, to deplete by tbe application of 
a considerable number of leeches, and to purge himself by re- 
peated doses of the mixture of salts and tartarized antimony. 
Bi/ this time the power of deglutition and speech wtis lost. 
During Sunday lancinating pains shot through the larynx, 
which led to a repetition of leeches, and an injection was 
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adm mistered, all hi/ Ms own directions. It was clear that by j 
this time the infiammation had travelled to parts of equally 1 
vital importance— the air-passages of the luDga, which, (fronl 
the specific nature of the inflammation, added to his own, 
to be feared, injiidicioua treatmeut of himself,) waa combated \ 
in Tain, and he died on Wedneaday morning. " 

" It ^70uld be out of place here (observes the anthor), to 
discuss the question of the propriety of active and eitreme 
antiphlogistic treatment in any cases of sore throat, but the 
case of Dr. Lynch is one of many in which depletory mea- 
sures, it ia feared, Jicutened, rather than retarded the &tal 
termination." 

Almost simultaneouHly with this event, another valuable ' 
member of the profession fell a victim to a similar attack. 
Mr. Quekett, of London, vaa taken ill on Monday, the 2l8t 
of June, 1847. Symptoms of inflammation of the throat and 
■windpipe speedily manifested themselves — within a fev houra 
the pain shifted to the laiyni — deglutition became almost im» 
possible, and the voice waa reduced to a whisper. This con- 
dition continued, with slight and temporary alleviation, for 
several days. On Saturday he suddenly exclaimed that some- 
thing had burst in his throat, and he instantly swallowed half 
s pint of liquid, though with some difficulty, and his voice 
began to mend. As soon as this afi'ection subsided, the lungs . 
became diseased — the symptoms rapidly augmented, attended \ 
with great exhaustion, and on Monday evening, the 28th, he 
died. " The remedies employed were venesection (once), 
leeching (about seven dozen leeclies were applied, at different 
times to the throat and chest), blisters, two doses of calomel, 
mercurial inunction, and enemata. After the first day it waa 
found impossible to administer remedies hy the mouth."* 

Not disputing that this treatment was in strict accordance 
with the generally received notions of correct practice, the 
question forces itself irresistibly upon the mind, what part, 



• Condensed Trom the 'SIedii;aI Directory.' 



G2 INFLAMSIATIOV OF THE WIITDFIPV. 

seeing that it effected no good, did the loss of blood' fironv 
veue^ectiou and eighty -four leeches play in inducing the es' 
treme cxhawstion under which this patient died P Again, had 
this loss been avoided, and a system of medicine employed, 
which altcai/s admits of remedies being administered by the 
ffiuufh, id it nut fair to presume that the result would have 
been vorv diilerent p* 

These fatal examples of the utter inadequacy of bleeding, 
and other active remedies, to arrest the onward progress of 
the disease (to say nothing of their acknowledged injurious 
properties), convey an important lesson to the AUopathist. 
They admonish him, in language more powerful than living 
lips could utter, to abandon a system, to which, almost in the 
same breath, one of its ablest advocates is compelled to apply 
the terms, "hurtful," "difficult," "doubt," and "dilemma." 
Dr. Lynch wrote* an * Essay on Laryngitis' — and, as if in con- 
demnation of his own principles, we see him falling a self- 
immolated victim to their mischievous application. The 
American patriot uttered a no less cutting satire upon Allo- 
pathy, when, sinking under its painful and exhausting reme- 
dies,, he prayed " that he might be permitted to die without 
further interruption,^^ 

The superiority of the Homoeopathic plan of treatment^ 
over that just detailed, is too obvious to need description.. 
Suffice it to say, that tliere are but few cases of this disease, 
in the cure of which, if brought within a reasonable period 
from their commencement, under the action of Homeeopathic 
remedies, any insurmountable difficulty need be apprehended. 

The following cases, though fortunately not of a veiy 
aggravated kind, afford valuable evidence in support of this 
assertion. 

Case I. — A. C — . A tall, thin, fast-growing youth of 

fourteen. 

June 19th, 1847. — Awoke this morning with headache, and a feeling 
of general illness. Attempting to dress himself, was seized with 



IHFtAMMATIOm OF THE WINDPIPE. 



03 



Btflggcring, forced to return to bed, and a severe sliivcriiig ill followed. 
At foar o'clock in the afteriisoii, on first visiting him, lie belrsjs nil tlie 
Bjmptoms of general fever, audi as throlibing Lefldaclie, tliirst, bot skin 
rapid pulse, f'120 in the minute,) sad soiling paiiia in every part of the ' 
body. There ia also a feeling of fulnesa, and liglitneGa, nbout ilie Ibroat, 
but not sufficient to caaae incoavenieuce. Several of Lis scboot-fcllowH 
&t tlie present time ill in (lie same way. 

Take Acouite Gtli, every tliree lioiirs. 
3tb. — Great Bmendmeiit- Pever abated, he ia cairn, cool in skin 
little headache ; pulse mild, and much lesa frequeut. The feeling in the 
throat, which v/aa spoken of yesterday, has left that part ai^d passed to 
the roof of the mouth, which is eousidernbij inflamed. 
Take Belladoaca 13lih, every four hours. 
From Ibia date to the S5th be continued to niond as favorabi; as could 
be desired. A little feverishnesa, however, still Imiig about hiin, 
causing at one time, severe headache, at another, ojiiiresaioD at tbc: 1 
cbest. In the course of the last named da;, he was seized, Euddrnly, i 
with a severe pain in the throat, and difficullj of swallowing, and 
breathing. Summoned, in haste, to visit him in Ihe evening, I find hint 
labouring under an attack of Laiyugitia. There is high fever, beat,, 
thirst, qoick pulse, ftc. Examining the throat inwardly, there is diffused 
ledness about Iho fauces, but no swelling of the glands. lie complains 
excessive teuderness in the windpipe : he cannot bcur the kasb 
pressure on that part. Ills breathing is dry, husky, and sawing, and is 
accompanied by a cough of the like character. 

Take Aconite 3d, one dose, then Belladonna, every two hours. 
26th.^Mnch the same. The larjni excessively tender ; and the voice 
boarse and broken. , 

Take Spongia 12th, every two bonra, preceding it by another dssi 

of Aconite. 

97th.— Wouderfully relieved. He can ajicak, and swallow v 

sose. The cough is less frequent, and less painful ; still some tenderness 

Dn pressure in the front of the throat. Cons tit utioual eieitemcnt si 

dued. 

Take Hepar Sulph. every four hours. 
Sth. — Some hoarseness — in other respects all but well. 

Lachesis, twice a daj. 
9th. — Up and dressed, and eating cold lamb for dinner. Cured. 
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Case II. — H. H — , aged 31 ; a cook. 

April 3d, IS 47. — Went oat fire evenings ago in a cold east wind. The 
next morning, felt an uncomfortable sensation in lier throat, which has 
gone on increasing to its present condition. She speaks in a low whisper ; 
has a tiglit feeling across the upper part of the throat, as if a cord were 
drawn around it. It gives her great pain to speak, breathe, or swallow, 
and the larynx is exceedingly tender to the touch. She has a troublesome, 
tickling cough, and occasionally expectorates a small quantity of phlegm. 
There is loss of appetite, thirst, headache, some heat of skiu, and rather 
accelerated pulse. 

Take Aconite Gth, and Spongia 6th, alternately, every four hours. 

5th. — Greatly relieved. The voice is all but natural, there being only 
an occasional failure of a part of a word. The larynx is not tender when 
pressed ; she has no fever or thirst, and her appetite is returning ; the 
cough is loose, and the expectoration easy. 

Hepar Sulphuris, three times a day. 

7th. — The hoarseness which existed the other day has left her. All 
she complains of now is the cough. 

Continue the medicine. 

12th. — There is no cough. She has leucorrhoea, and a little hysterical 
rising in the throat. 

Take Pidsatilla 12th, daily for a week. 

19tli.— Perfectly well 

Case III. — C. D — , aged 21. A pale, delicate, young 
woman,^ of a scrofulous habit, having at the present time an 
enlarged gland under her jaw, on one side. 

April 15tli, 1847. — Has felt unwell the last four days, having caught 
cold from going out in a sharp cutting wind. She has completely lost 
her voice, and cannot speak, breathe, or swallow, without considerable 
difficulty ; nor can she bear any pressure on the larynx. She got no 
sleep last night, on account of a burning heat in the throat. She has 
headache, thirst, hot skin, quick pulse, and loss of appetite ; is troubled 
also with a hoarse, short,; hacking cough, and her breathing is attended 
with a loud, sawing noise. 

Take Aconite Gth, and Spongia Gth, alternately, every four hours. 
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On the 16th. — Gontinne the Spongia. 

17th. — ^The throat considerably relieved ; the voice returning • there 
ia not so much pain in the larynx, though still tender on being pressed. 
' She is dizzy, and feels a throbbing pain in the left side of the neck, ex- 
tending up to the top of the head. 

Take Belladonna 6th, every four hours. 
19th. — She is much better of tlie last-named symptoms, but complains 
of a burning pain in the upper part of the chest and throat. 

Take Arsenicum 12th, three times a day. 
22d. — Greatly improved : voice natural ; no pain or burning in the 
throat; some cough*. 

Take Hepar Sulph. 12th, twice a day. 
26th. — ^Perfectly well in every respect. 

Case IV. — A stout, strong, servant girl ; has been iU eight 

hours. 

October 14th, 1847. — ^In a high fever ; has thirst, headache, hot skiu, 
quick pulse, and alternating heats and chills. She complaius of 
pain in the left side of the larynx, much increased by swallowing, 
and by pressure. Voice imperfect; breathing laboured, and long- 
drawn. 

Take Aconite 6th, and Belladonna 6th, alternately, every four hours. 

16th. — ^Voice quite gone. There is no redness in the throat 
within sight, but the larynx is more tender on pressing it outwardly. 
There is a slight husky cough, and the constitutional excitement still 
continues. 

Take Aconite 6th, and Spongia 6th, alternately, every four hours. 

19th. — "No soreness in the windpipe ; voice returning ; and in other 
respects proportionately better. There is at times a little fever and 
thirst. 

Take Hepar Sulph. 12th, twice a day. Cured. 




This ia another iuflammatory affection of the win^ 
very analogoua to the one we laat considered^ — but difleii 
from it iu the following re-spects : it is principally incidental 
to children, and young persona under the age of puberty— 
estenda lower down in the air-paasageB, and givea rise to the 
formation of a peculiar adventitiouB membrane, which lines 
those paaaages, aud, obatructing the entrance of air into the 
lunga, proves fatal by inducing suffocation. It is known a: 
one of the moat rapidly and certainly fatal diaeascs to which 
children are liable, and ia recognised by the peculiar noiacB 
which accompany the cough and breathing. The former of 
these ia like the short, sharp, half suppressed bark of a 
the latter like the noiae cauaed by aawing a piece of wood, 
only more prolonged. "Without hearing them it ia difficult to 
form an exact notion of theae aounds : once heard, they can 
never be mistaken, or forgotten. But, even when heard fw 
the first time, tlieae comparisons will aerve to excite the sub- 
piciou of the mother or nurse as to the nature of the attack, 
Let them not lose one moment in acting upon that auapicionj 
for the principal hope of safety for the child, depends upon 
the disease being met with the utmost promptitude in ito 
earliest stage. 

As regards the treatment ordinarily adopted, I have alretdj 
implied that it is lamentably unsuccessful ; and, affirming the 
diaeaae to be indammatory, sufficiently indicates in what thri 
treatment conaista. 

In spite of the notorious inability of children to hear with 
impunity the application of depressing remedies in this dis* 
ease we have their employment pushed to ita utmost limit 
Bleeding from the arm, the jugular vein, and by leeches; 
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tartar-emetic in vomiting doses, frequently repeated, and long j 
continued; mercury in large quant itieB; blisters; warmbathaj 
these are all brought into action, not, aa in some other dis- < 
©aBSB, successively, and at iutervnls spreading over Beveral i 
days, but almost simultaneously, or, at the utmost, within the 1 
Bpace of a few hours. The number of patients that recover 
under this process is marvellouslj and deplorably small. It i 
would be a curious esperiraent to ascertain how many more j 
would survive, simply from its omision ! 

Without pretending to assert that Homceopathy, even in 
the majority of caaea, ia equal to the task of subduing this 
formidable diaeaae, it may nevertheless be safely affirmed, 
tiiat it holds out an infinitely better prospect of success thau 
■ny other mode of treatment. This assertion is amply borne 
out by HoBiteopathie experience. In my own practice, until 
I began to apply this system to such eases as came under my 
care, I never bad the good fortune to see more than one 
iver. Since then I have treated aeveral cases, and, though 
^I have had to regret the loss of some of them the greater 
pomber have been restored. 

The following are striking examplea of the latter elaaa. 



Case I. — H. H — , aged 2 yeara. Sanguine temperament, 
dark compleiion. Three years ago another child in this family , 
WBB attacked with croup, which ended fatally in the course of ] 
twenty-four hours. 

November 13lb, lSi6. — A cold, dump nnrth-cast wind prevailing. ' 
Seied, twenty-l'our hours since, with au almost inceasant, sliriU, metallio 
Bounding CQUgh. The breatUing, both in inspiration and espiratioi 
ceniarkably laboured and long-drawn, producing a loud, sawing ui 
Sb is complete!; prostrated by the attack, lying motbiiless and almost | 
'jnacnsible across liis mother's lap : at the same time throwing his Lead i 
^Bok u far aa possible in order to straigbten the windpipe, and if any 
^itteinpt is made to raise him, he appears as if he would be strangled. He i 
.is bloated aod congested in the head and face; pulse rapid, 
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throbbing; skin alternately dry, and bathed in perspiration; incessant 
thirst. 

Take Aconite Gth, every half hour. 

13th. — The cough was so severe in the night, that his parents feared 
he would be suffocated. It is more metallic and thoroughly croupy than 
yesterday. The breathing is still as loud and rasping. He keeps putting 
his hands to his throat as if to tear away something that distresses him. 
Pulse less rapid, and the skin not so hot. 

Take Aconite 0th, and Spongia Gth, alternately, every hour. 

llth. — Slept two hours yesterday evening ; in the night was again 
most alarmini;Iy ill, and is now greatly exhausted. The breathing, 
though still laboured, is certainly considerably relieved ; being more free 
and calm, and less dry and husky. The cough is also somewhat looser, 
and less metallic. The pulse is subdued, and the skin of a more natural 
warmth. 

Continue the Spongia, every two hours. 

15th. — lie was so much better this moniing as to get down and run 
about the room ; but now, at noon, he has resumed his old position on 
his motiier's lap, lying perfectly still, in a heavy, lethai^c state; 
breathing rapidly, and with the old sawing noise, but the cough, 
though troublesome, has lost its dry, metallic sound, and betrays 
the collection of a good deal of the phlegm in the throat and bronchial 
tubes. 

Take Hepar Sulph. 6th, every two hours. 

IGth. — The breathing has nearly lost its croupy character, and is now 
quick, thoracic, and catching, indicating, together with the auscultatoiy 
signs, an attack of inflammation of the bronchi, and lungs. There is 
fever, thirst, and heat of skin. 

Take Aconite Gth, every two hours. 

In tlie evening much relieved. 

Take Bryonia Gth, every three hours. 

From this time his amendment was rapid and uninterrupted, and on 
the 19 th he was perfectly well. 

This child had another attack in the spring of 1S48, ahnost as severe 
as the foregoing, and recovered as favorably under the use of the same 
remedies. 

Case II. — M. B — , a weakly, delicate girl, aged 9 years. 
Has been three weeks under medical treatment, at one of the 
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hospitals, for an attack of sub-acute inflnmmation of the wind- 
pipe, attended with general constitutionnl disturbance. She 
continues to get worse ; and at the present date, 

December 30th, 1S47. — She speaks in a whisper; has a croup-like 
cough ; is very tender to the touch in the larynx ; breatliing produces a 
loud, sawing noise, and she points to the top of tlic windpipe as being 
tlie seat of lier suffering. She lias used gargles to the throat, and taken 
Rhubarb and Magnesia inwardly. 

Hepar 12th, eveiy night ; Spongia 1 2th, every morning. 
January 2d. — Tlie breathing and cough became, in the course of the 
night, so akrmingly laboured and suffocating, that her friends were 
apprehensive of her immediate dissolution, and summoned me in great 
haste to visit her at four o'clock this morning. I found her somewhat 
relieved, but still struggling for her breath. 

Take Spongia 6th, and Aconite Gth, alternately, every hour. 
Sd. — Greatly better in every way ; breathing and coughing with 
freedom and ease. 

Continue the same medicines, at longer intervals. 
6th. — Sitting up, nearly well, getting her voice perfectly, and 
breathing with a healthy sound. 

Take Hepar Sulphuris Gth, three times a day. 
10th. — Improving: some hoarseness. 

Lachesis, twice a day. 
14th. — ^Voice good ; still a little hoarseness, and headache. 

Continue Lachesis, twice a day. 
She requires no more medicine. Cured. 

Nine months sluce, a brother of this child died in an attack of 
croup. 

CjtSE in. — James S — , aged 2 years, A stout, florid child. 

September 11th, 1848. — He is stupid and lethargic, Iving perfectly 
stillj and taking no notice of anything. His skin is burning hot; pulse 
exceedingly rapid ; his breathing both in inspiration and expiration, is 
laboured, loud, and long-drawn; and he coughs with the dry, barking, 
metallic sound, peculiar to croup. 

Take Aconite 3d, every hour. 

12th. — His mother brings him to my house, sitting upright in her 
arms, comparatively well. He is cheerful, wakeful, and playing with a 
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toy ; i-« cool in skin, and has but little thirst ; his breathing is still 
nnteh, am! when lie cou£^lis, the noise is the same. He had a dreadful 
nif^ht, an.l was very jll till two liours ago, when he all at once rallied, 
and a^suiiuHi his present improved aspect. 

Take Aconite 12th, and Spongia 12th, alternately, at intervals of 

four hours. 
13th.— lie comes trotting in by his motlier's side, cheerful, and well. 
He has simply a little cough, which seems to hurt him, since he cries out 
when it overtakes him. 

Spongia 12th, twice a day. Cured. 

Case IV.— E. S — , a girl, aged 4 years. 

May 19th, ISiS. — The present attack has been coming on several 
days. She has now all the symptoms of croup in a severe form : loud, 
sawing breathing -so loud (especially in the night, when she gets 
worse,; as to be audible in any ]>art of the house. A dry, barking cough 
comes on in paroxysms, thrratening suffocation. She is very thirsty 
and liot ; and her pulse is rai)id. She is heavy and congested iu 
the head, and throws it back on the pillow, and rolls it from side to 
side. 

Take Aconite 0th, and Spongia 12th, alternately, every two hours. 

20th. — ConsidiTably better: she had a very bad night; but this 
morning her breathing is greatly relieved, having nearly lost tlie croupy 
sound, and the cough is loose and easy. The fever has entij-ely sub- 
sided. 

Take Hepar Sulph. 12th, every four hours. 

21st. — Still progressing rapidly, and favorably. 

Spongia, every six hours. 

With this slie quite recovered. 

It is rather remarkable that the parents of this patient also lost a 
child in croup some years ago. A similar circumstance has been re- 
corded in connection with two out of the other three cases : strongly 
corroborating a fact which has often been observed, viz. : — that the 
disease is very apt to prevail in particular families. 




So named from the siDgnlar shrill noise, or hoop, produced 
y inspiration at the end of each parosyem of coughing, is an 
ffection of the respiratory organs, to which many children 

J a prey. In ita simple form, it ia a comparatively hamilesB 
omplaint, and runs ita course, generally extending over a 

riod of some weeks, without materially interfering with the 

Balth of the patient. When, as frequently happens, it be- 

( complicated with bronchitis, inflammation of the lungs, 

■ convulsions, it assumes a more serious aspect, and often 
a fatal termination. 

There exists amongst medical authors much discrepancy of 
linion, both as to the precise nature of hooping-cough, and 

e organ, or part, io which it is situated : some maintaining 
lat it has its origin in the brain and nervous system ; others, 
lat it is simply a spasmodic affection of the windpipe ; and 
tiiird party, that it consists in an inflammatory condition of 
te bronchial lubes. Without pretending to deeiile a point 
1 which so many wise heads difier, 1 wish to call the reader's 
tention to the conclusion which Dr. Johnson deduces from 
I unsettled state of the question, namely, "that the young 
titioner is left without any steady guide to regulate either 
a prognosis or practice."* 

Founded on an assumption, as fallacious as it is plausible, 

" I sentence opens to our view one of the weakest points in 
la old system of medicine. It takes for granted, that, fail- 

g our knowledge of the precise nature and spat of a disease, 
e are left without a standard by which to regulate our treat- 
ent. 

■ 'Cjolopiedia of Practical MeJicine,' arlicjc, " Hooping- Cougli." 
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A jirfjpositinn ho subviTsive of all sound therapeutical doc» 
tririf, tin- lliJiiHiopatliiHt uttrrly repudiates. The AUopatbist, 
by uiliiiittini; it, ri)bs his Hystem of the only basis on which 
any sy>tri!i of int-diriiie, to be permanent and useful, must 
rc!<t — and prcst'uts to us the absurdity, of a superstructure 
without a foundation. To prove this we have but to name, 
at random, any of the commonest diseases, and see what we 
know of thtMii, either as regards their precise nature or situ- 
ation. ]\*vor. for the first example — ^in this disease, the whole 
body from head to foot is on fire; every sense disturbed^ 
every funetion implicated— what is its nature, and in what 
partieular spot is it located? Bheumatism — how shall we 
lix its habitation, — how determine its essence? To day the 
pain is here, to-morrow there ; now in one joint, now in 
another. Once more : the glutton indulges in a debauch, and 
awaki's in tlie morning witli an agony in his toe ! Is that 
the ."^eat of the disease ? If so, what mean the aching head, 
the general fever, the vomiting, and other stomachic de- 
rangements, which mark the accession of Gout ? Question 
other disease, in the same way : the result is equally unsatis- 
factorv. 

Our acquaintance with disease, in these respects, being so 
exceedingly imperfect, and, as a necessary consequence, totally 
inadequate " to regulate our practice," it becomes a question. 
Do we possess any other " steady guide " to direct us in the 
application of our remedies? AVe unhesitatingly answer in 
the aiTirinative. Since the dawn of medicine, those devoted 
to its study must have observed, that, wherever disease existed, 
certain outward signs called " si/mptoms^^ were never wanting 
to indicate its presence: and further, that those symptoms 
assumed an infinite variety of feature, according to the varying 
character of the disease. It must also have struck them, 
that a state of things so extraordinary, and so constant, could 
not exist without an adequate object: that they must be 
designed to perform some important ofiice for the good of the 
individual in whom they appeared. That ofiice it was reserved 
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for Hahnemann to discover and explain. He iina done so in 1 
doctrine of "like cures like,"* He has ahown, on incontro- | 
Tertible grounds, that these symptoms — nature's voice mi 
audible to our aeasea — constitute the only sure and "ateadg 
guide" to a safe and rational mode of treatment. Hidden from 
our view by an impenetrable veil, the nature and operations of 1 
the Tifcal principle, of which disease is only a variation, are alike 
beyond our grasp, and unnecessary to our practice. We have ^ 
no knowledge of the intimate nature of a disease, but from 
its external manifestations, or symptoms. What language is < 

Tbe following practical oxaniplE may, perhaps, render this law more 
intelligible tbaa it might otlierwise be, to sucli readers as may be tm- 
itii tbe aystem, and to wlioai tbe above aiiom would, oon- 
•equently, convey no distinct meaning. 

Tartar Emetic is one of the moat powerful emetics. Whea taken in 
>iiufiiciently large doses, it excites, first of all, deadly nausea, then violent 
Tomiting, accompaaied with great prostration of strength, and cold 

March 15tii, 1840. — Miss H., aged 33, yesterday afternoon was seized 
with a feeUng of nausea, wbicb speedily augmented iuto violet\t vomiting. 
Some efferrcscing medicines, which bad prevloasly been prescribed, as well 
'ts BTerytbicg else, even to a little cold water, was ejected the moment 
ik was swallowed. Visiting ber at % o'clock to-day, I found her sitting 
tip in bed, vomiting violently : sLe was exceedingly exhausted : her skin 
was cold, pulse depressed, and tongue foul. The retching recurred 
.flVery few mhiutcs — sbe complained of pain in thepit of tbe stomach, and 
of deadly nausea. I instantly placed 3 globules of Tartar \ 
c on her tongue, and left a few more dissolved in wnter, to be 
every hour till relief was obtained. Tbere was no return what- 
■tlt of the vomiting after she took the globules, and iii a few hours the 
toaea also ceased. 

The foregoing case — wbioli, be it observed, teas not produced by Tartar 

rite — hut which yielded so magically to that mediciue when adminis- 

in inliiiitesimal doses, affords a good Ulustration of the fundamental 

of Homceopathy, tliat "hke Gurea like," or " that the symptoms of 

^ remedy must corres;iond with those of the disease," or, more fully i 

■tm — "that remedies cure diseases by virtue of their power to produc 

symptoms in the heallhg body." 
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tt> thought, the symptoms are to the disease^ — the outward 
and sensible expression, of an inward condition. Neglecting 
tlie light and guidance which these afford ua, we are left to 
follow the promptings of imagination and custom, which will 
infallibly lead us astray. Following them, as the faithful 
guide which nature has voluntarily placed at our service, they 
will as unerringly regulate our practice, as does the compass 
the course of the mariner. 

Tlie Allopathic mode of proceeding, when hooping-cough is 
complicated with bronchitis, or pneumonia, is the same as 
that wliich is adopted in those diseases when they appear in 
their simple form ; such as bleeding, blistering, antimonials, 
and calomel. The vascular excitement attendant upon hoop- 
ing-cough, though it may from time to time be subdued, is 
exceedingly prone, from the peculiar nature of the malady, to 
be as frequently renewed. To-day you flatter yourself that 
you have annihilated your enemy, to-morrow, phoenix-like, 
it rises from its ashes to mock your fruitless efforts. The 
effect upon the already debilitated constitution of the patient, 
of such a lengthened contest, conducted with Allopathic wea- 
pons, may easily be imagined — repeated leechings, repeated 
blisters, repeated emetics ! The frame of a Hercules coidd 
scarcely withstand them : how can the helpless infant hope 
to triumph ! 

It is with regard to this question of debility, arising &om 
the protracted existence of the disease, and the frequent 
recurrence of inflammatory attacks, that the excellence of 
the Homoeopathic system is displayed. Making no call upon 
the strength of the patient, but being, on the contrary, purely 
curative, and, therefore, invigorating, the Homoeopathic reme- 
dies may be repeated, and continued, not only with impimity, 
but with the most decided advantage, as often, and as long, 
as any severe symptoms demand their employment. 

In this we possess the great desideratum, of whicli medical 
men have always felt the need — the means of converting 
hooping-cough from one of the most intractable, dangerous, 
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luid fatal of coinplaintB, into one as manage able, and little to 
be dreaded, as aaj other acute dieeaae. 

Case I, — Edward N — , aged IJ jeara. 

Deoember Sd, lSi7. — Has had hoopiiig-congh the last two niontbs, 
there did not appear to be much itiSaniniatorj actiou till a week ago. 
e then becume so alarmlogly ill as to induce his parents to call iu a 
dical geutleman, who attended liim ap to (his morning, when he pro- 
IDiinced his condition to be so hopeless that he could not live the da/ 
He declined prescribing an; medicine, but, as a last resource, 
red a lal^e blister to be applied to the chest. The mother, much 
larmed, sought m; assistance. Ou visiting him, I found him labouring 
nder the foUowitig aggrnvateil Ejmiitonis of lioopiug-cougli, eonjniijed 
(ith aoute bronchitis. He is lying across his mother's lap, lethargic, 
Inpid, and drowsj, and if roused for a moment he instantly relapses 
ito B state of insensibiht;. The whole face is puScd, bloated, and 
His breatbing is short, rapid, and catching, and attended ^th 
d rattling of mncua in the chest and throat. His pulse is exceedingly 
'ijidok, and beating tumultuouslj. His skin is hot, and he boa an in- 
BStiable thirst for cold water. The fits of coughing are ve|-j violent, and 
le appears as if it must inevitably end in suffocation. 
Take Aconite Ctb, and Belladonna 6th, every hour, alteraal.ely. 
• 3d.— He is sitting np on bis mother's knee, looking inteUigent and 
^erful. There is scarcely any eicitetnent of ajslem remaining. The 
breathing is calm and deep, and attended with only slight mucous rftle. 
Sis skin is cool ; pulse regular, quiet, and subsided iu force. There is 
J Ettle tliirst, and no confusion of iutellect. He takes some light 
, and appears altogether better than for some tiine past. Uaving 
i up their minds jcaterday morning to lose their child, it is no 
latter of surprise that the parents should be wonder-struck at this 
uge, and regard it, considering the shortness of the time and the sim- 
Scily of the means employed, as almost amounting to a miracle. 

Dntinued the same medicine, at considerably longer intervals. 
From this time his restoration was rapid, and interrupted only by one 
ibex slight attack of inflammation, which occurred about a month after, 
d yraa subdued in a few hours. Naturally delicate and scrofulous, he 
d become stil! further debilitated by the liooping-eougli, before I saw 
IU He was therefore kept under care for some time longer, in order 



to rtstON tfia gencrd heklUi, which bj 
•ooneSbeted. 



little careful trcatmeot wu 



CjUI II. — Mm; Ann C — , aged 2 1 years. A stout, florid cbQd J 

March 17th, 18*7- — Has been labouring under thia attack two itpA 
She has alreadj unicfgone active trentmeat : been leecbed. put inl 
warm baths, bad castor od, &e., witb no bencBcinl result ; bat, on tbs 
contrary, abo is now so alorniingl; ill as to compel me to giro a jerj 
qualified opinion as to ber recovery. She breathes cxceedinglj la^ndlj, 
performing 70 respirations in the mioate, eaeb inspirution being 
with a loud noise, as though the windpipe was iiiBamed and narrowed. 
There is a short, drj, barking, shrill cougb. The cjelida have tliis afto^ 
noon become inQomed and swollen, and discharge a quantity of thidt 
matter. Her pulse u Tcr; rapid, and she Ja "burnt up wilL fover.' 
Take Aconite 6tb, everj hour. 

18th. — The improvement in her condition since last nigbt is snr^a 
almost to lead one to question ber ideatitj. After the second dosB' 
medicine she fell into a sound sleep. Thia nioniiug she ia sitting u 
cheerful, happy, and playing witb her toys. Her eyes are bright u 
clear, and free from discharge. Iler breathing is nearly natural, u 
her skin cool. There is only a little thirst and loose cough remuoia 
of all the alarming symptoms which yesterday threatened ber m 
eiistence. 

19th. — A slight return of the diaoliarge from the eyes, and the coiq 
continues, and becomes more paroxyarual in its character.) 
Take Merci'v-us, every four hours. 

SOtb. — All the inflammatory symptoms have disappeared ; and genmWi 
distinct boopitig-cough oianifests itself. 

She has Belladanna Gth, three times a day, under the inflaence otj 
which the disease speedily and entirely subsided. 



Case III.— S. N— , a boy, aged 2\ years. 

Has had hooping-cough three weeks. The mother is very nwi 
about him, baTing lost bis sbtcr with the same disease not long si 
In that case there was inflammation of the lunga and convulsioos,!! 
active treatment, such as leecbings, £c., vras employed. 

March 17t)i, 1S47. — The paroiysms of coughing are very rioleat^ 
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■The last three days lie Ims had aymptonos of inlammation of the lunga. , 
He has qaick, short, cateliiug resplcationa (65 in the minute). Hia pulse i 
ie verj rapid ; skin burning hot ; he ia drowsj, and heavj in the hM[|, 
jtod flushed and congesteij in face. 

Take Aconite 6th, every two houra. 
;h. — Yeaterdaj as ill as he could "well he, lie is to-daj a different 
child. He is now sitting up on hia niotlier's lap, Gccminglj well. He 
kad a pretty good night. Hia breathing yariee from the uaturd standard, 
bnly in lieiog a little too quick, and somewliai irregular. His pulse is 
good; skin cool; thirst abated. 

20lh, — Much tlie same : iiaa bad nights. Fits of coughing severe. 
Take Belladonna 6th, ever; night. 
1. — Greatly improved. His cougii is much less frequent and I 
3. He runs about the room, and joins in tlie gambols of the other I 
I children, 

23d. — In a violent fit of coughing he became atroogly convulsed. 
He remains now, Lulf an hour after, very Leavy about the eyes, and \ 
irovsj, stupid, aud liot in the head. 

Take Cuprum Acet. 0th, directly, and repeat it in four hours. 
Siih.- — He is to-day better than he lias beeu before during the attack. 
Ul traces of inSamnmtion and head symptoms have vanished. 
Take Belladonna, three times a day. 
SSth, — Still improving; baa very little cough. 
A lew doses of Sroaera. 
3lBt.— Cured. 

Before closing this Bubjeet, I wish to direct the reader's atten- 
Kon to one particular stage in the progresB of hooping-cough, 
at which childreu of a scrofulous habit, in whom the disease ' 
has heen neglected or mismanaged, are almost sure to arrive. 
I allude to a state of extreme debility, connected with, and 
iprobably arising from, chronic inflammation of tLe lungs or 
bronchi. Now, as this condition ia not unfrequently induced 

■ the repeated use of those depletory measures to M'hich < 
tliB Allopathist is forced to resort for the purpose of subduing i 
(nflammatorj action, their further emplojTnent, to remove 

! still lingering remains of that condition, are of course I 
Sniidmissible. "What curative resource, then, does the prac- 
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titionor of the old-school possess, upon which, under these 
circumstances, he can fall back ? None. As was done in 
the two cases I am now about to relate, he can only preach 
patience and resi<;nation : excellent philosophy, truly, when 
the case is hopeless — but a very poor substitute for the life of 
a child, when death is not necessarily inevitable. That such 
an event in the majority of instances is not inevitable, I have 
had rejH'ated and ample proof, not only in the treatment of 
cases wliich were tliroughout under my own care, but more 
8trikin;^ly so still, in tlie favorable termination of others which 
had been previously treated by Allopathic physicians, and pro- 
nounced bv them bevond the reach of their art, but which 
subsequently recovered under the use of Homoeopathic reme- 
dies. The two following are instances of this kind. 



Case IV. — ^S. T — , aged 2i years. 

From birth tainted with scrofula, which has continued to develope 
itself rapidly since she was weaned. Mesenteric disease is the leading 
form it has assumed. Her abdomen is immensely large and protuberant, 
and the rcsi of her body emaciated and diminutive. Her appetite b 
generally ravenous ; she is very thirsty, particularly in the night ; her 
bowels, the secretion from which is very uuliealthy, are commonly re- 
laxed four or five times in the twenty-four hours. She has from time to 
time had severe attacks of illness — bronchitis, threatening of water on 
the brain, &c., under which, had she been treated Allopathically, she 
must inevitably have sunk, but from wliich, with the aid of Homceopathic 
remedies, and the most sedulous nursing, she has hitherto recovered. In 
the intervals, I was unable to persuade the parents (deterred by the 
seeming hopelessness of the case) to persevere in the use of the proper 
remedies, for the relief of the scrofulous affection. 

It was upon this exhausted and diseased frame, that, five months ago, 
hooping-cough made its attack. It was attended from the outset with a 
considerable amount of fever and bronchial irritation, which yielded to 
Aconite, Belladonna, Mercurius, &c. From that time to the present 
date, I was only occasionally consulted. The disease pursued its course 
rather severely, and still further reduced her little stock of strength. 
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A return of inflammatory symptoms in the ehest now appeared to banish 
even what faint hope might have before existed of her ultimate recovery, 
The parents, yielding naturally and properly, to the persuasions of some 
friends, took her to a physician, who makes the diseases of women and 
children his peculiar study. He at once pronounced the case hopeless. 
Under these circumstances the ctiild came again under my care, mid, 
resting on my experience of the power of Homoeopathic remedies, I 
yentured to offer a different opinion to that just stated. I examined the 
chest carefully, and though the bronchitis had existed some time, was still 
severe and universal, and the chest loaded with mucus, I was satisiicil 
that there was no necessarily destructive process going on in the lungs. 
She was in other respects in a most unpromising state: languid aud 
powerless ; feverish and thirsty ; perspiring at night ; relaxed in the 
bowels ; loathing food ; and coughing violently. 

I prescribed Phosphoric Acid, at first twice, subsequently once a day, 
and under the action of this medicine alone, at the end of two months, 
she had lost every trace of the hooping-cough and bronchitis ; the hectic 
and night sweats had disaj)pearcd ; she had regained her appetite ; and 
her bowels had put on a much more regular aud healthy action. Her 
general health improved in proportion, and at the present time (beginning 
of September, 1 848,) she runs alone for the first time, and in other ways 
holds out every prospect of entirely out-growing the scrofulous disease 
which has so long rendered her life precarious. 

June, 1858.— She is now a well grown girl. 

Case YI. — K. Gt — , aged 5^ years. When healthy, is fat, and 
square bmlt ; having large head, protuberant joint bones, un- 
steady gait, and other signs of a scrofulous constitution. 

September, 1848. — Six months ago was attacked with hooping-cough, 
which continued unattended with any urgent symptoms for the first 
twelve weeks ; at the end of that time the fits of coughing became more 
severe, febrile symptoms manifested themselves, and bronchitis supcr- 
Tened ; she vomited all her food, took to spitting blood, and was in other 
respects exceedingly ill. Several remedies were administered, with no 
marked benefit. Her condition at length became so alarming, as to in- 
duce her mother to take her to a physician, who pronounced her lungs 
to be in such a state of disease, that she could not recover. He pre- 
scribed an ordinary mixture of paregoric, mucilage, nitre, syrup of 
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poppies, &c. Giring this a fortnight's trial, and denying from it no ad- 
vantage, she was taken to a consulting surgeon, wlio gave a verj similar 
opinion, and prescribed nearly the same kind of medicine. 

At this juncture she came under mj care. I found her exceedingly 
emaciated and weak ; the cough still existed in unmitigated violence, 
each paroxysm being attended with vomiting, and the ejection from the 
lungs of a quantity of blood and phlegm, and leaving her for hours after 
languid and exhausted. Her breathing was short, quick, and 
laboured ; on examining the chest, the lungs were discovered to be 
loaded with mucus; the loud crepitating rattle superceding all the 
other sounds ; she had no appetite ; was thirsty, and perspired profusely 
in the night. 

Directed to take Drosera 12tli, and Phosphoric Acid J 2th, alternately, 
at intervals of twelve hours. 

Decided amendment manifested itself with the commencement of this 
treatment ; her appetite speedily returned ; and with it her strength ; 
the cough became less frequent and violent, and unattended with vomit- 
ing or spitting of blood; the breathing became calm, deep, and free; 
the perspiration ceased, and her skin resumed its natural temperature. 
At the present date, having continued tlie treatment two months, she 
retains no trace of her disease, and is the fattest and healthiest child of 
a large family. 



INFLAMMATION OF THE MOUTH. 

Hattnq, in the preceding pages, illuBtrated the ptwer o 
HomcBopathic remedies in subduing some of the most impor- 
tant diseases of the organs of respiration, we come now to the I 
consideration of another class of disorders, vi?.. — those affecting J 
the organs of digestion : the mouth, throat, stomach, liver, and [ 
intestines. 

The mouth, in common with the rest of the body, is liable to I 
a yBsieiy of diseases. Partaking of the leading characteristicB 
of the other portions of the alimentary canal, it is, like them, 
most frequently affected with inflammation and ulceration. The | 
Bubject is introduced here, not because inflammation of the 
nioutb is generally to be regarded as a serious or very acute | 
.disorder, but because its treatment afibrds a good example of 
tbe application of the Homceopathic law. Bearing in mind the 
.ptoms produced by mercury, when administered in large 
r sahvating doses, it will at once be understood, by those 
■ho are acquainted with Homceopathy, why, in minute doses | 
i was the proper remedy in the two subjoined cases, in i 
'hich the disease did not originate in the abuse of that 
ledicine : otherwise it would not have been the proper , 



Case I. — James I — , aged 35. 

Jnne 28tli, 1847.— Has bad four similar attacks, Tbe wLolc of the 
embrane lining the moulh is intensely Ted ftiid inSamcd. The inside uf( j 
e cheeks, the lips, and gums arc covered witli virulent, burning ulcers. 
10 saliva pours in streams from hia mouth, and the stench from his 
eatli is intolerable. He can swallow uotliicg but liquids, and tiiose 
it without the utmost pain. His teetli are all loose, and feel as if they 
luid drop out ; tliEj are covered with a soft, white, offensive secretion, 
le ejes also partake of the irritatioDr being injected with red blood, 

IS 
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and are swimming in tears. He is very thirsty ; his pulse is quick ; 
tongue thickly coated. He has not taken any medicme lately. 

Aconite 3d, directly ; followed by Mercurius 6th, three times a day. 
30th.— Some melioration of most of the symptoms, though his mouth 
is still in a deplorable condition. 

Take Sulphur 3d, directly. To-morrow commence with Acid 
Sulphuricum 12th, three times a day. 
July 3d. — Greatly relieved ; not nearly so much inflammation, and the 
flow of saliva is diminished. 

Take Mercurius 6th, night and morning. 
7th. — The disease has%lmost disappeared ; the mouth is comparatively 
well. 

Repeat the medicine. Then Sulphur, two doses. Cured. 

Case II. — John P — , aged 12. Has been iU one week. 

Commonly healthy. 

April 17th, 1847. — He had a cold in the first instance, followed by 
the present attack, which has continued to get more severe up to the 
present time. His mouth and face are in a miserable condition. He 
sits writhing with agony ; the saliva pours from his mouth, and his 
breath is most offensive ; the cheeks are swollen and the comers of the 
mouth ulcerated and scabby. On examining the mouth internally, it 
presents a pitiable spectacle ; it is intensely inflamed and studded in 
different parts, especially around the lower gums, with grey, burning 
ulcers. The tongue is thickly coated, white and yellow. He has no 
appetite; is thirsty; suffers from headache, and is greatly pros- 
trated in strength. He took two pills a day or two ago, after this 
attack set in ; beyond this he has had no medicine ; it is therefore non- 
mercurial. 

Take Mercurius Cth, every four, hours. 

19th. — Much better : " still in pain, but nothing to what it was." 
There is not half so much inflammation ; the breath has lost its fetor, 
and he can take food at pleasure. 

Continue the medicine. 

With this, in two or three days, he perfectly recovered. 

Aphthae, or ulcers occurring in the mouths of children from various 
causes, yield with equal facility to the use of proper remedies. 



INFLAMMATION OP THE THEOAT. 

Setebe in its eymptome, and of very frequent occurrence^ >l 
tbere are few diseoseB which cause a greater amount of tem* | 
porary Buffering than inflammation of the throat, or quinsy. 
This is due mainly to the complicatetL offices in which the I 
tliroat takes a part. The acts of swallowing, breathing, and I 
Speaking, are at times so much impeded as to tlirtateu eufi'o- 
cation. This danger, however, is more apparent that real, since, 
depending aa it doea upon the swelling whieh attends suppu- I 
ration or " gatbering," relief is nearest at hand at the very j 
moment when the danger appears to be most iniiainent : the | 
abscess bursts, and the interrupted functions are instantly re^- 
Btored. This is the way in which nature, unassisted by art, 
^OEt commonly conducts these cases to a suceessful, though 
protracted, issue. It is the duty of the medical man, by np- 
Ipropriate treatment, to afford uatrure such assistance as shall < 
enable her to bring about the same result by a shorter and less 
agonising process ; by inducing a subsidence of the inflamma- 
liioa before suppuration has commenced. This object the AUo- 
pathiat endeavours to effect by bleeding in the arm, when the 
|iatieat is young and plethoric, and the symptoms run high; 
"hfy leeches in most cases ; and in. all, by blisters, and active 
(purgation. That, in the majority of cases, these means are 
totally inadequate to the end they are intended to fulfil, no 
ical man, who submits his experience of their efficacy to an 
impartial eiamination, can deny. In obedience to the routine < 
practice of the old school, I formerly employed these remedies 

a hundreds of instances ; and so far from finding tliem arrest , 
the disease, they as often, if not oftener, prolonged its dura- 
^OD, by delaying, without preventing, the suppurative process. 
^ough a serioua evil, this ia by no means the only one that , 
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and are swimming in tears. He is very thirsty ; his pulse is quick ; 
tongue thickly coated. He lias not taken any medicine lately. 

Aconite 3d, directly ; followed by Mercurius 6th, three times a day. 
30th. — Some melioration of most of the symptoms, though his mouth 
is still in a deplorable condition. 

Take Sulphur 3d, directly. To-morrow commence with Acid 
Sulphuricura 12tb, three times a day. 
July 3d. — Greatly relieved ; not nearly so much inflammation, and the 
flow of saliva is diminished. 

Take Mercurius 6th, night and morning. 
7th. — The disease hasiilmost disappeared ; the mouth is comparatively 
well. 

Repeat the medicine. Then Sulphur, two doses. Cured. 

Case II. — John P — , aged 12. Has been iU one week. 

Commonly healthy. 

April 17th, 1847. — He had a cold in the first instance, followed by 
the present attack, which has continued to get more severe up to the 
present time. His mouth and face are in a miserable condition. He 
sits writhing with agony ; the saliva pours from his mouth, and his 
breath is most offensive ; the cheeks are swollen and the corners of the 
n\outh ulcerated and scabby. On examining the mouth internally, it 
presents a pitiable spectacle ; it is intensely inflamed and studded in 
different parts, especially around the lower gums, with grey, burning 
ulcers. The tongue is thickly coated, white and yellow. He has no 
appetite; is thirsty; suffers from headache, and is greatly pros- 
trated in strength. He took two pills a day or two ago, after this 
attack set in ; beyond this he has had no medicine ; it is therefore non- 
mercurial. 

Take Mercurius Cth, every four, hours. 

19th. — Much better : " still in pain, but nothing to what it was." 
There is not half so much inflammation ; the breath has lost its fetor, 
and he can take food at pleasure. 

Continue the medicine. 

"With this, in two or three days, he perfectly recovered. 

Aphthae, or ulcers occurring in the mouths of childrer 
causes, yield with equal facility to the use of proper renr 
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Setebe in its Bymptomt!, and af very frequent occumnce, 
there are few discoaee which cause a greater ainotuit of t«iii- 
|)Orary auS'eriiig tlian inflaininalipii of the throal, nr <)uiusy. 
iThis ia due mainly to the eomjilicatttL offices in which thr 
throat takes a part. The acts of ewaUowing, breathing, and 
speaking, are at timee so much irnpeded dk to threateti Buffu- g 
cation. This diLDger, however, is more appareut that real, i 
depending as it does upon the swelling whic'li atteude Huppib 
ration or " gathering," relief is nearest at haud at the i 
moment when the danger appears to be luust iiuniiuent : 
ibseeaa bursts, and the interrupted functions are inatantljr ri 
This is the way in which nature, unaisKisted by a 
most commonly conducts these cases to a successful, though 
protracted, issue. It is the duty of the medical man, by ap- 
propriate treatment, to afl'ord nature such assistance as shall 
enable ber to bring about the same result by a shorter and !«■■« 
ngoniaing process : by inducing a subsidence of the inflammn- 
'^on before suppuration has commenced. This object the AUo- , 
jathiat eudeavoiirs to effect by bleeding in tbe arm, whcu tlui t 
latient is young and plethoric, and the symptoms run high ; I 
!S in most cases ; and in all, by blisters, and actirti * 
purgation. That, in the majority of cases, these meai 
totally inadequate to the end they are intended to fulfil, no 
'medical man, who submits his eiperience of their efficacy to an 
.impartial esamination, can deny. In obedience to the routine 
practice of the old school, I formerly employed these remedies 
n hnndreda of instances ; and so far from finding them arrest 
ne disease, they aa often, if not oftener, prolonged its dura> 
*Ht, by delaying, without preventing, the suppurative process. I 
BQBglia s eri- h is is by no means tbe only one tba^ 
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and are swimming in tears. He is very thirsty ; his pulse is quick ; 
tongue thickly coated. He has not taken any medicine lately. 

Aconite 3d, directly ; followed by Mercurius 6th, three times a day. 
30th.— Some melioration of most of the symptoms, though his mouth 
is still in a deplorable condition. 

Take Sulphur 3d, directly. To-morrow commence with Acid 
Sulphuricura 12th, three times a day. 
July 3d. — Greatly relieved ; not nearly so much inflammation, and the 
liow of saliva is diminished. 

Take Mercurius 6th, night and morning. 
7ih. — Tiie disease has almost disappeared; the mouth is comparatively 
well. 

Repeat the medicine. Then Sulphur, two doses. Cured. 

Case II. — John P — , aged 12. Has been iU one week. 

Commonly healthy. 

April 17th, 18-i7. — He had a cold in the first instance, followed by 
the present attack, which has continued to get more severe up to the 
present time. His mouth and face are in a miserable condition. He 
sits writhing with agony ; the saliva pours from his mouth, and his 
breath is most offensive ; the cheeks are swollen and the corners of the 
u\outh ulcerated and scabby. On examining the mouth internally, it 
presents a pitiable spectacle ; it is intensely inflamed and studded in 
different parts, especially around the lower gums, with grey, burning 
ulcers. The tongue is thickly coated, white and yellow. He has no 
appetite; is thirsty; suffers from headache, and is greatly pros- 
trated in strength. He took two pills a day or two ago, after this 
attack set in ; beyond this he has had no medicine ; it is therefore non- 
mercurial. 

Take Mercurius 6th, every four, hours. 

19th. — Much better : " still in pain, but nothing to what it was." 
There is not half so much inflammation ; the breath has lost its fetor, 
and he can take food at pleasure. 

Continue the medicine. 

"With this, in two or three days, he perfectly recovered. 

Aphtlirc, or ulcers occurring in the mouths of childre- " * *• 

causes, yield with equal facility to the use of proper rer 
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SxTBBE in its Bj'mptoms, and of very frequent ucciirrence, I 
tliere are few diaeaaes which cause a greater amouDt of tenir | 
poraiy Buffering than inflammation of the throat, or quinsy. 
This is due mainly to the complicatetL offices in which the I 
tliroat takes a part, Tho aets of swallowing, breathing, and I 
speaking, are at times so much impeded as to threaten suSu- i 
cation. This danger, however, is more apparent that real, sincej I 
depending as it does upon the swelling which attends supjm- 
ration or " gathering," relief is nearest at hand at the very I 
t when the danger appeara to be most imiuinent : the [ 
abscess bursts, and the interrupted functions are instantly r 
atoped. This is the way in which nature, unassisted by art, I 
most commonly conducts these cases to a successful, thuugli 
pratraeted, issue. It is the duty of the medical man, by ap. 
Wtjpriate treatment, to afford nature such assistance as shall 
enable her to bring about the same result by a shorter and less 
■jRgOnising process : by inducing a subsidence of the inflauima- 
MfSi before suppuration has commenced. This object the AUu- 
pathist endeavours to effect by bleeding in the arm, when the \ 
patient ia young and plethoric, and the symptoms run I 
by leeches in most cases ; and in all, by bliatera, and active < 
purgation. That, in the majority of cases, theae meana are 
totally inadequate to the end they are intended to fulfil, no 
medical man, who submits his experience of their effica<?y toan 
■impartial examination, can deny. In obedience to the routine 
practice of the old school, I formerly employed these remedies 
n hundreds of instances ; and so far from finding them arrest 

e disease, they as often, if not oftener, prolonged its dura- 
1, by delaying, without preventing, the suppurative procea 

I by no means the only one thaCi 
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:r. I :irr •.wiiiiiiiinir ill ti-nrs. lie is very thirsty ; his pulse is quick; 
ti.Miru.- iliifkly ci.atnl Ho has not tnki-n any medicine lately. 

Af"n='i" •l\, tlirrcily : followt-il hy Mercurius 6th, three times a day. 
:;ii>),._Siiiic iiitlioraiiuii nf ino^t of the symptoms, though his moatli 
I* s'i.l ill :i ilrj-lnrilM' coii'iition. 

Tikf Suliiliur :M, (iim-tly. To-morrow commence with Acid 
^Sui|i|iiMi(-inii \'2\\\, three times a Jay. 
.Iiilv :; 1. (iri:it!y n-Iii veil ; uut nearly so much inflammation, and the 

ll-iw '.r ^;l'.i\.■l i** ii;jn:ni'»lii-il. 

T.Ik- Mi-rrurius Gth, ui^ht and morning. 
;;»,.-_ '1 !,,. .iisi-iM- li;tsKlni(>!}t disappeared ; the mouth is comparatively 

Kijicit tin- iiir.lii-iiu!. Then Sulphur, two doses. Cured. 

Casi: II. — Ji)hn P — , aged 12. Has been ill one week. 

I'onunonly healthy. 

April 17tli. 1*^17. — He had a cold in the first instance, followed by 
the prcM-ut attack, which has coutinucd to get more severe up to the 
prc^srnt liine. Mis mouth and face arc in a miserable condition. He 
sit:i writhiDir with agony; the saliva pours from his mouth, and his 
brcuth ib iiMi>t otfcnbivc ; the cheeks arc swollen and the comers of the 
iiiuuth ulcerated and >cal)))y. On cxamiuiug the mouth intemally, it 
presents a pitiable sprctaclc; it is intensely inflamed and studded in 
difTeront parts, especially arouud the lower gums, with grey, burning 
ulcers. The tongue is thickly coatet), white and yellow. He has no 
appetite; i^^ thirsty; suffers from headache, and is greatly pros- 
trated in stroncjth. He took two pills a day or two ago, after this 
attack sot in ; Ixvond this he has had no medicine ; it is therefore non- 
mercuriid. 

Take Mercurius Gth, every four hours. 

iUth. — Much better: "still in pain, but nothing to what it was." 
There is not half so much inflammation ; the breath has lost its fetor, 
and he cau take food at. pleasure. 

Continue the medicine. 

With thi?, in two or three days, he perfectly recovered. 

Aplithic, or ulcers occurring in the mouths of children from various 
causes, yield with equal facility to the use of proper remedies. 






IJSI-LAMMATION OF THE THEOAT. 

Sbtebb in its sjtnptoma, and of very freqwent occurrence, 
there are few diseases which cause a greater amount of tem- 
porary suffering than inflammation of the throat, or quinsy. 
This is due mainly to the complicatei^ offices in which the 
throat takea a part. The acts of swallowing, breathing, and 
speaking, are at times so much impeded as to threaten suffo- 
cation. Tliia danger, however, is more apparent that real, since, 
depending aa it does upon the swelling which attends suppu- 
ration or " gathering," relief ia nearest at hand at the veiy 
moment when the danger appears to be moat imminent : the 
abaeoaa bursta, and the interrupted functions are instantly re- 
stored. Tliia is the way in which nature, unassisted by art, 
moat commonly conducts these cases to a successful, though 
protracted, issue. It is the duty of the medical man, by ap- 
propriate treatment, to afibrd nature such assistance as shall 
enable her to bring about the same result by a shorter and less 
agonising process : by inducing a subsidence of the inflamma- 
tion before suppuration has commenced. This object the AIlo- 
pathist endeavours to effect by bleeding in the arm, when the 
patient is young and plethoric, and the symptoms run high ; 
by leeches in most cases ; and in all, by blisters, and active 
purgation. That, in the majority of cases, these means are 
totally inadequate to the end they are intended to f ulfil , no 
medical man, who submits his experience of their efficacy to an 
impartial examination, can deny. In obedience to the routine 
practice of the old school, I formerly employed these remedies 
in himdreda of instances ; and so far from finding them arrest 
the disease, they as often, if not oftener, prolonged its dura- 
tion, by delaying, without preventing, the suppurative process. 
Though a serious evil, this is by no means the only one that 
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results from the old mode of treatment. It is not an uncommon 
thing to sec patients, especially delicate women, emerge from 
these attacks in a state of debility, little short of that which 
follows a case of fever, or any other protracted and dangerous 
disease. That this is due, not so much to the intensity of the 
disorder, ns to the exhausting effects of the treatment, my own 
observation had led me strongly to suspect, long before I re- 
linquished tlie old system. Subsequent experience in Homeo- 
pathic practice, has thoroughly confirmed the correctness of 
that suspicion. It i%worthy of remark, in the Homoeopathic 
treatment of acute diseases generally, that although a local 
affection may continue to run its course, the constitutional 
symptoms which arise from it, and constitute the patient's chief 
source of distress, speedily subside, and leave the system com- 
paratively undisturbed. In no case is this more strikingly 
apparent than in inflammation of the throat. Even in cases of 
the most obstinate kind, where suppuration becomes inevitable, 
after twenty-four hours' use of the medicines, the system re- 
sumes its usual condition : there remains scarcely any fever or 
thirst ; the head becomes easy ; the pulse good ; the skin cool ; 
the abscess forms and bursts; and the patient, at the end 
of the attack, finds himself only so much weaker than he was 
at his commencement, as that he has been unable, in the interim, 
to swallow his usual quantity of food. "With an appetite ready 
prepared to make good this deficiency, he loses, almost in a 
few hours, the evidences of having gone through one of these 
formidable attacks. This result alone would be a great advance 
upon the " old style," but the advantage does not end here. 
The action of Homoeopathic remedies, in arresting recent cases, 
is so strikingly beneficial, as to be almost incredible to those 
who have not witnessed their effects. This is exemplified in 
the following cases. 
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Cabe I. — I, K — , aged 16 years. 

October 11th, 1847.— Felt ill last night. This mortiing got up v 
a violent headache, and pains in all his limbs, and shivering ; has hot I 
akin; quick pulse; mucli thirst. His lliront is very sore ; he is anable I 
to swallow anjtliing. Both tonsils ore very red and swollen ; his Toica | 
k thick, and lie ha? a. tickling cough. 

'Sake Aconite 3d, directly, tlien Belladonna 6th, every four lionrs. 

13t!i.^No sore tiiroat whatever, and in other respects perfectly welL I 
He ate liis breakfast verj comfortably yesterd^ momiag. 



CiaE n.— Mra. E, G- 



tgedS 



yeare. 



Jane 16 th, 1S47- — Yes ferd ay forenoon seized with shivering, whidll 
mpelled her to go to bed, where she now I'emaiuB. She was at tlia I 

Hme time attacked witb pains in her back and limbs, intense headache,- 1 
throat, and lias had heats and cliills running Ihrongh her e 

Bioce. Both tonsils are much swollen and inflamed ; she can swallow 

nothing : not even liquids without mucb diiEculty. Her pulse ia rapid ; 

■kin dry, and biirniog hot ; there is incessant thirst ; white, foul tongue. 

She vomited last night ; and got no rest on account of the pain in her 

Take Aconite 6th, and Belladonna 3d , every four hours, alternately. 

17tb. — At noon up, dressed, and occupied in household matters. The 

constitutional symptoms have entirely subsided, and with Ibe exception 

dF b little weakness, there is scarcely a trace of her disease, A trifling 

nay be detected about the fauces, and the tonsils are still a little 

hut nothing to cause her inconvenience. 

Continue the Belladonna a few houra longer. Cured. 



Oabe III.: — A married woman, aged 28 years. 

October 8th, 1847. — Was taken ill four days ogo with headache and I 
re throat. The conatiLutional fever, &e., have subsided, and there n 
oins now on amazingly enlarged state of both tonsils. They are abont I 
e. size of walnuts, and completely meet across the throat, impeding de- | 
glutitioQ to such an extent,, as to render the swallowing a little liquid I 
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almost an impossibility. On the anterior (lart of the glands are a number 
of sinrill, i^rcy ulcers. She is very weak. 

Shr to.)k sonic aperient medicine of her own accord, and yesterday 
consulted a medical gentleman, who advised that the tonsils should 
Ikj scarith d ; on her objecting to this, he gave a stimulating embroca- 
tioi:. to Ije apj)lied externally. Finding no relief, she attends me to-day, 
and has 

Lachesis 12th, three times a day. 

11th. — She returns, exceedingly delighted at her improvement. She 
got ease the lirbt dav, and next morning felt little or no inconvenience. 
The tonsils are only slightly enlarged, and the ulcers have entirely 
healed. She enjoys her food, and her health is altogether better; in 
short, she feels quite well. 

Continue the medicine. 

IJrth. — She calls to exi)ress her gratitude for her speedy and perfect 
restoration. 

Case IV. — Mrs. C — , aged 26 years. 

June 20lh, 1817. — Has been poorly with a cold the last three days. 
Yesterday morning felt a soreness in the throat, which has rapidly in- 
creased to its present painful condition. Both tonsils, but more parti- 
cularly the right, arc red, inflamed, and much swollen. She cannot 
swallow even a drop of liquid without great pain, which causes her, in 
the effort, to lower the head to one side, and make the peculiar, ugly 
grimace, which characterises the deglutition of persons labouring under 
sore throat. She is very thirsty ; has headache, hot skin, quick pulse, 
and pains in every limb. She got up about two hours ago, but intends 
going to bed again directly, as she feels dizzy, chilly, and so weak as to 
be unable to sit. 

Take Aconite 6th, and Belladonna 3d, alternately every four hours. 

21st. — Nearly free from all constitutional suffering, but the tonsils are 
enlarged, and ulcerated in several spots. The mouth and throat are 
clogged with a quantity of tenacious mucus. 

Take Mercurius Gth, every four hours. 

22d. — Better in health; throat still troubles her nearly as much, 
except that it is cleaner and more free from mucus. 

Take Lachesis 12th, every four hours. 

23d. — Great amendment. Her throat feels totally different ; she can 
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swallow without impediment, and enjoys her food. The ulcerated spots 
have nearly healed. 

Continue the medicine. 
25tb. — She is quite well, and expresses, in strong terms, her satis- 
faction at what she considers a very speedy termination of the 
attack ; for, like the previous case, she had suffered greatly on several 
former occasions, from the same complaint ; and had been accustomed 
to be leeched, and blistered, and to take strong purgative medicines, 
which always induced extreme debility, and led to a long and tiresome 
recovery. 

Case V. — Miss M — , aged 27 years. 

February 11th, 1854, 11 p.m. — Yesterday and to-day being very 
severely cold, a biting wind blowing from the north, and this lady having 
been exposed to it, was seized at 8 o'clock this evening with a shivering 
fit. She went to bed ; soreness of the throat soon manifested itself. It in 
already considerably inflamed ; the uvula, arch of the pharynx and ton- 
ails being very red and swollen. She feels constant pricking pain 
shooting up both sides towards the ears; almost entire loss of 
voice, and difficulty in swallowing. She is feverish, and has a quick 
pulse. She took a dose of Aconite of her own accord two hours 
since. 

To have Apis 3d, every two hours. 

15th. — Has passed a tolerable night, and is much relieved to-day. The 
throat has gradually mended in feeling from the first ; is less inflamed, 
thongh still very red ; her voice is clearer ; pulse less rapid, and she can 
swallow more easily. 

Continue. 

16th. — Very greatly better. Swallows with tolerable comfort ; speaks 
in her natural voice ; and in health feels pretty well. Still some redness 
and swelling of the left tonsil. 

Continue Apis every four hours. 

17th. — She b up and dressed, and busied with her usual occupations, 
feeling well. 
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When wc consider the close sympathy existing between the 
stoniacli and the organs by which it is surrounded, the impor- 
tant and complicated function which it has to perform, and the 
numborles.s influences, both mental and physical, to the opera- 
tion of wliidi it is subjc^ct, we cannot help wondering, various 
as arc its disorders, that they arc not both more numerous and 
of more frequent occurrence. Our astonishment is not dimi- 
nished, but tlic contrary, wlicn we learn that there are few 
other organs of the body so rarely, acutely, and seriously, 
affected. Wc liave in tliis a beautiful example of the preser- 
vative care of nature. If the stomach be, as at first sight it 
would appear, more than ordinarily exposed to tbe exciting 
causes of disease, it is at tlie same time endowed with an orga- 
nization, proportionately well calculated to resist their noxious 
influence. Witliout such an arrangement, it must inevitably 
become more deeply and permanently injured than it is, by the 
worse than irrational purposes it has to subserve : I allude to 
the abuse of the good things of this life— over indulgence in 
eating and drinking — " dietary indiscretions " as they are 
mildly termed. At once the most fruitful source of dyspeptic 
and other stomach derangements which mar the enjoyment of 
the hon-vivant, these indulgences lead to the scarcely less per- 
nicious practice of resorting to large quantities of antacid, 
aperient, alterative, and other so called corrective medicines. 
Fortunately, most of these disorders are neither serious nor 
deep-seated : time and temperance are generally quite equal to 
their removal. The stomach is, however, occasionally liable 
to attacks of so formidable a nature, as to demand the 
prompt interference of the medical man. They are mostly 
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inflaDnniitory ; and are treated of under the generic terra 
of "gastritis," It is of this we are now about to speak. 

Availing myself of this opportunitj' to offer a few remarfeB 
upon the comparative advantages of large and small doBee ot I 
■medicine, it may be observed, that tliore is, perhaps, no surer 
proof of the accuracy of a new doctrine, than the lact, that 
those who oppose it, are reduced to the necesBity of employing 
ridicule, in the place of argument, in their efforts to controvert 
r arrest its progress. This is peculiarly the case with 
Homoeopathy. Unable to detect any unaouodnesa in its doc- 
trinee, or inconBistencies in its ]>raetii:al details, its opponents 
liave generally descended to the unfair alternative, of endea- 
Touring to throw ridicule upon the whole eyatem, by exciting 
:A laugh against the amallneaB of the dose in which the medicines 
are administered. The attempt, however, has signally failed of < 
its anticipated effect : nor is there any fear that it will ever i 
meet with better success. If, when ahe reated upon the strong 
ioith of the lion-beartcd Hahnemann ulone for her very 
existence, Homceopathy couJd triumph over all antagonism, 
little has she to apprehend from the puny shafts of ridicule, 

, that, in the place of one champion, she can boast of | 
ber legions. 

Those who know nothing of Homceopathy beyond its name. 
Old the fact that its remedies are exhibited in exceedingly 
Bunnte quantities, generally suppose it to be a ayatem of medi- 
s, differing from the old o»/y in this latter respect. A greater 
tnistake could not be committed. The small dose, it is true, 
a from custom, and experience of ita superiority, come to be 
regarded as an easentinl part of Horatcopatbic practice ; but, 
o 5a from forming an integral part of the Homceopathic doe^ 
rine, or having originated in any caprice or fanciful theory of 
tshnemann, it is notorious that he commenced, and for some 
ime continued to practice the new system with the ordinary 
loses of medicines. Close and careful observation alone di- 
hilged to him the fact tbat medicines, which, administered in ' 
ite customary mode and doses produced but slight effect, 
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when adiiiinisteri'd in the same quautities, in accordance with 
the Uoma^opathic law, excited the system in a manner too 
powerful to be borne with impunity. He began, consequently, 
to diminish the dose, and, as he ascended in the scale, disco- 
vered, to liis astoninlnnent, that not only did his medicines 
lo8e all tlioir irritatin«^ properties, but actually cured diseases 
more rapidly and certainly than when exhibited more co- 
piously. It appears, therefore, that the difference consists 
more in the doctrine than the dose ; that experience, not fancy, 
suj^^estcd the change ; and that Hahnemann adopted it, not 
from choice, but necessity. 

*' Truth is so terrible when exhibited in its concentrated 
form of a principle, and involves such consequences, that all 
the energies of man are required to test it in the furnace of 
human passions, ere it can be purged of its dross and fitted for 
use. ^Mankind feel that it approaches them as a conqueror, 
and they receive it as an enemy. "^ 

This beautiful passage furnishes a clue to the otherwise 
unaccountable spirit of obstinate incredulity, and undying 
hostility, which Hahnemann's great discovery has every- 
where encountered. Had half the ingenuity which has been 
displayed in devising arguments against the Homoeopathic 
system, been devoted to a candid and truth-seeking examina- 
tion of its principles, we should not now be doomed to hear 
the frivolous and oft refuted objections against the small dose 
w^hich stiU meet us at every turn. 

It is not my intention to waste time upon all these absur- 
dities. One only — as untenable as the rest — because it exerts 
a more extensive influence than any other, demands a moment's 
attention. It is based upon what is called the " unreasonable- 
ness" of the thing. Persons complain of the diflB.culty they 
feel in bringing themselves to believe in the power of the 
infinitesimal dose, because we cannot demonstrate, nor they 
understand, its mode of operation. But to reject a new truth 

' ' Quarterly Keview,' No. cxliii, p. 192. 
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1 account of its uafnthomable depth, and withhold from i 
I our assent, eimply because it paaseB our com prehension, is in 
the highest degree unphiloBophical, and totally inconsistent 
with that Buhmission of our reason to the requirements of 
^th, whieh we are couatuntly called upon to exercise in a 
feoueand other inHtances. Everj" natural phenomenon pre- 
vents the same dif&culty, and makes the same demand upon 
mr credulity. To the AUopatLiat who may urge such an ob- 
ection, it will be sufficient to reply, that when he shall be 
ible to explain the jnodag operanrli of a dose of epsom -salts, 
,fiaator-oil, or any other drug, then — but not till then— will he 
be entitled to a«k for an explanation of the action of the Ho- 
moeopathic dose. 

The whole subject, in short, resolves itself into a question 
if eyidencc. In thia respect the two opposing parties are on 
HL equality. No one will deny that any statement, capable of 
jeing confirmed by personal observation, would present as 
ftresistible a claim upon our belief, if supported by the con- 
t testimony of five hundred intelligent and independent 
Aservers, as it would if its truth wore attested by five thou- 
iBnd. In both instances, the numbers would be too great to 
tdmit of the possible intervention of those sources of error 
llUch might invalidate the testimony of only a few witnesses, 
[jet the larger number represent the Allopathists, and the 
the Horn ceo pathista — we find both parties equally 
[ualified to observe facts and appreciate their value — both 
iding their faith upon the results of experience, and affinn- 
with equal earnestness the poaitive effects derivable from 
r respective doses ! How shall we dispute the validity of 
vidence ? If that cannot bo done^neithep can we 
)ur confidence to the one party without extending it to 
be other : we munt believe both sides, or neither. 

5 by a host of interesting facts and arguments, 
nonly adduced in support of Hahnemann's plan of prescribing 
ledicines in small doses, we proceed to a brief consideration 
f two or three, which bear more directly upon the question. 
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whctbcr extremely intuut€ qututitics of matter, when intro- 
duced into the Bjrstein, posseee the pover of influencing its 
functions. 

The Rret example — in wliich the Bubstancoa are not swnl- 
lowed, but merely applied to the ollaetory nenes — is aSbrded 
in the overpowering efTeete produi'ed upon some constituticois 
by the odorifi^rous purtii'ltts of nmek, or flowers, or the scent 
arising &om the presence of certain animals. A second is enp- 
plied by the absorption of marsh miasmata, tlie virus of cholera, 
tyjihuB, smallpos, and other infectants. 

The following example came partially under zay own obser- 
vation. — A strong, healthy country female, was stung in ths 
arm by a wasp. In leas than ten minutes the limb became 
intensely painful, and, with the i\hole body from head to foot, 
swollen and as red as scarlet. The tongue became also much 
enlarged, obstructed her speech, and threatened suffocatioiL 
Her brain became aflccted, and her sight confused and indis- 
tinct. It was some days before she thoroughly recovered. In 
each of these cases how powerful the effect, yet bow infinitely 
small the dose ! Did the most powerful microscope ever 
detect, the finest balance ever weigh, the nicest test ever ^s- 
cover, the odour of flowers, the marsh miasm, the infection <rf 
fever, or the venom of a wasp ? Let those who hesitate at the 
doctrine of infinitesimals, and deny to ilalinemann's gentle 
quantities, the benign influence of aiding nature in subduing 
disease, weigh these facts calmly and dispassionately, and ask 
themselves whether it may not be their own crude notions, and 
custom, and prejudice, which have converted the Homwopatbio 
dose into a stumbling-block ! 

There are some considerations of a physiological and prac- 
tical nature, which have a still more direct bearing upon thia 
subject. 

Of the former class is that which is based upon the unde- 
niable axiom, that nothing has a right to pass into the stomach, 
which has not previously obtained the sanction of the movih. 
The stomach being intended to receive nothing but what is 
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perfectly congenial to it, in the shape of food and drink, and 
not to come ia contact with anything, which, by its irritating 
and pungent properties, might injure its structure, the mouth 
is endowed with a sense of Ca»te, in order to enauro the fulfil- 
ment of those conditions. By a wise provision, nature has 
imparted to aU auhatanccs dcBigned for the nourishment of the 
body, Bueh flaronrs as render them agreeable to the palate : 
these obtain a ready and welcome passport to the stomach. 
Those BubstaEces, on the other hand, which would prove in- 
jurious, are invested with a repulsive flavour, which, being 
ostantly detected by the taste, forms a barrier to their intro- 
laction into the stomach. Tlie conclusion is obvious — in 
Fvery dose of nauseous medicine we swallow, we do violence 
o nature. Introducing into the stomach, by a sudden gulp, 
he enemy which could by no fair means gain admittance 
here, we cheat the sentinel placed in our mouth for our pro- 

A stroQgep argument still, in favour of small doses, is in- 
1)1 ved in the consideration of the practical disadvantages of the 
ilan pursued by the Allopathists. The largeness of their dose 
oonatitutes, in many instances, an effectual hinderance to any 
salutary action which the medicines might otherwise possibly 
exert, even though not administered in accordance with Ho- 
ipathic rules. What effect does an ounce of epsom-salts, 
the common dose of that drug, produce upon the tongue p Is 
it not that of powerful astriogency ? Is this action less 
powerful when the medicine comes in contact with the stomachF 
liot the nausea, vomiting, pain, and prostration of strength, 
which BO frequently ensue, answer the question! It is in the 
of swallowing the doses that the n on- professional person 
hrtaa an estimate of their comparative advantages. Compared 
irith the disgust engendered by the approach to the lips of 
ihe nauseous draught, other arguments against the Allopathic 
lose dwindle into insignificance. The loathsomeness of its 
Srachms forms one of the strongest drawhaclts against which 
medicine, as commonly practised, has to contend. Persons 
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r:iiiii)t (junl iiowi)U'lor) dissociate in tlunr minds the practitioner 
from the npulsivo nu'usuros by wliicli he endeavours to effect 
hii? sahitary i>l)jrcts. Many persons, taking a retrospect of a 
past illness, rej^ard the bitter draughts they were compelled 
to swallow, as constituting a part of their suffering, scarcely 
more endurable than the pains of the disease itself. The pre- 
judicial influence which this disagreeable necessity at times 
exercises over the progress of tlie malady must not be forgotten. 
Adult patients are not unfrequently injuriously excited by the 
arrival of the hour for repeating their dose — and the almost 
total impossil)ility, in many cases, of surmounting the anti- 
pathy of children in this respect, and the terrible excitement 
caused by fruitless efforts to do so, are too well known to all 
who have been so unfortunate as to have the management of 
them in sickness. 

The evils of the large dose do not end when it is swallowed. 
The Allopathist gives his medicines in such quantities that 
both he and his patient are disappointed, if what are called 
" sensible effects" do not follow. New symptoms are expected 
to arise, being for the most part of a distressing kind, such as 
pains in the stomach, nausea, vomiting, headache, thirst, and 
an infinitv of other sensations of an anomalous and less 
striking character. These potent remedies may produce an 
aggravation of the symptoms of the disease, proverbially im- 
derstood by the patient as the " searching of the remedy," 
and persons who have been habituated to taking Allopathic 
medicines, are so accustomed to experience these effects, that 
it is not easy to persuade them that any good can result from 
the non-perturbing Homoeopathic dose. 

Opposed to this mass of inconsistencies and mysticism, stands 
Hahnemann's clear and simple plan. In the first place, the 
dose is perfectly tasteless. Dissolved in water it imparts not 
the slightest flavour. Placed upon the tongue it melts and 
passes into the stomach without the patient being conscious of 
its presence. 

In the second place, when swallowed it entails no evil con- 
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pquencea. Beyond the abatement of !iia siifffrings, the patient 
J aenaible evidence of its action. Purposely too 
i to generate any symptoms of its own, it does not in the 
t degree mystify those of the disease. The practitioner 
&10WS that every change, not favorable in its churneter, be- 
longs to the disorder, and not to the remedy. Using no means 
which can either harass his patient or aggravate the disease, 
( is at all times prepared to give an' opinion, proximately 
frect, as to the progress and probable termination of the 
ilady. 

Fractiaed in this manner, instead of being a dreaded instrit- 
if torture, medicine becomes what it was designed to be 
its Beneficent Author — an unalloyed blessing to his sufiering 
ntures. 

B Buggested by the disease now under 
maideration. One of the most distressing and intolerable 
mptomH ia Incessant vomiting : the least thing, even a drop 
■ cold water, is often instantly rejected. If, then, in conse- 
ence of its irritability, the stomach is unable to retain such 
mple and innoxious body, it is absurd to espeet its reten- 
1 of a mass of nauseous medicines administered in large 
d unsparing quantities. An insurmountable barrier being 
a raised against the introduction of direct remedies, the 
edical man of the old school ia forced to rely upon the 
eoadary influence of leeches, bbsters, mustard poultices, 
id Other outward, and, consequently, less efficient measures. 
. reeoUeet ha\ing had, many years ago, a case of this kind 
ider my own care, in which the sickueaa was so protracted 
id uncontrollable, that at length the only prospect of appeas - 
igitiand so saving the life of the patient, presented itself 
a total withholding of every kind of ingesta. The result 
Wrafied the means. After a few hours' abstinence— rendered 
ost intolerable by intense thirst — the irritability of the 
I) far subsided as to admit of the introduction 
f bland and cooling Hquids. A further lapse of time was, 
twever, necessary ere medicines, though prepared in the 
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mildest form, could be resinned— showing, that not only had 
these latter done nothing towards subduing the disease, but, 
on the contrary, bad absolutely contributed to its prolongs 
tion. 

Such a circumstance — by no means imcommoa — affords the 
strongest evidence in support of Hahneinaon's mode of admi- 
nistering medicines. Even in these urgent cases, tho small, 
tasteless Homoiopathrc doae, placed upon the tongue, allowed 
to diseolTC there and descend into the stomach with the saliTS, 
may be administered with as much facility as in any other 
diaeaae. Thus, while we secure the full advantage of applying 
our remedies directly to the part affected, we obviate the in- 
jurious effects of the large dose, to say nothing of the painful 
external remedies to which we have already alluded. 



Case I.— Mrs. C— 



jed 26 years. Generally healthy. 

January 18tli, 18 17.— Has been poovlj some time, with loss ot appe- 
tite, nansca, and occasional vomiting ; she has beca wasting', and gettiuf 
very weak, to counteract wLich., she lias taken a variety of stimulating 
thingBi both as food and drink. 

Twenty-four liours ago she was seized with a violent shivering &i, 
saccceded hy higli fever, and severe pain in t)ic pit of the stomach. Sb 
I now in bed, lying on her back, from wliicb position she cannot mOVBr 
a accouat of tlie pain in the stomach. Pressure at tliat part caasea H 
1 suffering, tliat she sliriuks even at the approach of tiie bu(I« 
deep inspiration also, or the least cough, increases the patntoaninr 
tolerable degree. Her tongue is foul and perfectly dry ; there is iateMi 
longing for cold drinks, but as scon as anjihing is swallowed it oreiia 
nansea, and ia instauLt; ejected. Her pulse is small, and very rapdf 
lier brentliing quick; connteuauce anxious; and she is exceedingly rest- 
less and irritable. 

Take Aconite 3d, every two liours. 

In the evening mucb the same, escept lliat tlic skin is moist. 

Continue the icouite, and between eacli dose take Arsenicum 13tl]< 

10th.— Noon. Has had a bad iiiglit : no sleep, on account ol It 
pain in the pit of tiic stomach. This moriiitig the tenderness on 
is mitigated ; tliere is not nuile ao much thirst ; the pulse is reduced 
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0, and is softer ; ton^e moiEt ; expreaalon of face not so diatressed ; 
initing. 

Continue the medicines. 
Seven o'clock — evening. Slie is now in a sound steep, lying cora- 
tably on lier side. Waldng acoidentaJIj, she sajs, tliat ftbont three 
a feeling of delightful calmness and droicsLness eume over ber 
-she fell into & sweet refreshing slumber, and awoke free from 
1, which seemed to have left her, as bj n charm. She is now altogether 
fisrent being; aits up brisk!; in bed, to show how much she has im- 
Her akin is cool and soft ; pulse 95 ; breathing calm and eaaj ; 
J little thirst ; felt s. desire for food, and had some dry toast ; can bear 
tmdenble pressure at the pit of the stomaoh without discomfort. 

Continue the mediciues, at much longer intervals. 
Wth. — Comparatively well ; feeling oulj some soreness in the former 

Slst. — Still mending rapidly. Some little soreness remaining in the 
of the stomach. 

Take Nux Vomica 13th, three times a day. 
BSd. — Convalescent. No pain or other trace of disease; is cheerful 
I laughing, and aniious to get up ; tsiing solid food with a hearty 
Cured, 
i was an unosuBlly severe case. Tlie action of the medicines was 
Kt striking. I am unacquainted with any other means by which 
lih results could be obtained so painlessly aod in so short b space of 



CiBE n. — Robert P — , aged 41 years. He is much exposed 
mdden altemationa of heat and cold, and occasioimllj drinks 
quantitiea of beer, water, &c. 

niiry 18th, 1847.— He hns been ill three days. Hia wife applied 
line yesterday, and, from lier description of the case. Aconite was pre- 
I, to be taken every four hours. On visiting him to-day, be 
its the following condition : he is stretched out on his back at full 
; his head thrown back as far as possible over the pillow ; the 
Bbut; he bteatlies in a sighing, irregular manner; answers quea- 
I hesitatingly, and slowly ; all these sjmpfoma, together with cold- 
of the surface and slow pulse, indicate great depression of the 
er, Tlie only pain he feels is in the pit of the stomach 
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where lie cannot bear the IcasL pressure without flinching and crjing out. 
He loathes food, and there is nausea with eferjthing he swallows : eTen 
R little cold water, foe which he crares, cuuaes much pain; he !im 
vomited once to-daj ; hia tongue is very wlute, large, and coated ; orine 
deposits a thick sediment. 

Take Nus Vomica 13th, CTcry four hours. 

19th. — Some, thoagli not a great deal of amendment : pain in (he pit 

of tlio stomach nearly as aerere ; not so tbirst; ; nor so mucli nausea. 

Take Arsenicum 12tb, eyerj four hours. 

SOth.— Great improvement. Ho scarcely teels the pain in the stomaoh ; 

■the nausea haa ceased. 

Contvnne the medicine. 
Slst. — Still mending rapidlj. No thirst, or headaclie, or nuwa: 
takes light food, and feels stronger and better in every respect, 
33d, — He is so well as to require no further attendance. 



Case III,— Mp, n, B— , aged 82 years. 



i 



March 13th, 1S47- — Has been ill nine days, and, during the Mf 

time, under Allopathic treatment, for " liver complaint and bilC- 

' finding QO relief, but on the contrary gcttiug rapidly worse, he is I>^ 

Lanced to consult the writer. He lios taken much medicine, which fcfl 

LjmTged him violently. And he is now in a pitiahle state of debility; )fi' 

cannot stand without tottering; ins breathing is short and panliigl 

speaks in broken sentences; his lips quiver and look ejE-aanguineil 

himself in a bent posture, on account of the pain he cipcriences n 

stomach, if he attempts to stand upright ; there is also excessive tsudK^ 

ness in the same part, on the least pressnre ; everything swalloMQ 

causes excniciating pain, and is instantly vomited ; he is distressed t^^ 

parching thirst, which he dares not quench. His tongue is red, vitbti 

hoLowed, and dry as a chip. His pulse is rapid and small; heial 

bj a little sympathetic co\igb ; Lis head feels stupid and confused. 

Take Aconite ISth, and Arseuicum 13tb, altcrnateiy, every four hi 

14th. — Altogether wonderfiilly relieved. He has not vomited > 

the first dose of medicine; is lesa parched; tongue moist ; veijtit^ 

thirst; slept well tost night for the first time during his iUnesa; llM 

pain in his stomach is already much mitigated. 

Continue the medicines. 
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IStfa. — still mending most satisfactorily. 

Continue Arsenicum, three times a day. 
• 17th. — So much better as to be able to take some boiled fish for 
dinner. 
19th. — ^Rapid improvement : scarcely a trace of disease. 

Take a few doses of Nux Vomica 12th. 
91st. — ^He is sufficiently recovered to attend to his business. 



Casb rV. — ^A. S — , aged 63 years. A very delicate person, 
tall and thin : liable to a cough of an asthmatical character. 
The present attack of illness has been coming on three 

wOOKBa 

February 18th, 1847. — Her food, causing intense pain, is rejected the 
moment it is swallowed. Her " stomach feels like a sore, and burning 
hot inside ;'' she cannot bear the least pressure in that part ; she has no 
appetite, and is very thirsty. Her tongue is dry, and coated; pulse 
small, and quick; skin dry, and hot; she is so exceedingly weak as 
waicely to be able to raise herself in bed. She is troubled with a severe 
Qoogh, and expectorates a good deal of phlegm. 

Take Arsenicum 6th, every four hours. 
SOtL— Quite another woman. No vomiting ; no pain ; pulse natural ; 
e moist ; her cough, also, is greatly relieved. 

Continue the medicine, three times a day. 
?rom this date she became convalescent, and required no more 
I Mdiohie. 



Oin V. — Eliza B — , aged 33 years. Has been ill five days. 

lefaraary 14th, 1848. — ^The least thing taken into the stomach, even 
A little hquid, causes intense pain, and is instantly vomited. The pain 
otends from the pit of the stomach through to the back. It is felt also 
nder the right breast : she coughs, and spits a good deal of thick, blue- 
baking stuff. Her bowels are much relaxed, with pain and scalding. 
I flfaa 18 exceedingly weak, having scarcely power to stand. There is 
f gmenl fever, marked by hot skin; quick, small pulse; thirst; and dry, 
bown tongue. 
Take Aconite 6th, and Arsenicum 12th, alternately, every four hours. 
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] 6th. — Vomited only twice since I saw her. Very little pain in her 
stomach ; bowels regular ; tongue moist ; scarcely at all thirsty. Cough 
and spitting much relieved. 

Continue the Arsenicum, three times a day. 
10 th. — No pain, thirst, nor fever. Bowels were a little relaxed 
yesterday. 
Take Nux Vomica 12th, in the morning. Sulphur 12th, at bedtime. 
22d.-^Quite well, with the exception of a little weakness. 

China 6th, twice a day. Cured. 

The following case, partaking more of the character of 
''disordered stomach," than of active inflammation of that 
organ, is subjoined for the purpose of exhibiting the ad- 
mirable effect of HomoBopathic medicine in correcting such a 
condition. 

Case VI. — W. W — , aged 44 years. He has been ill five 

days. 

January 27th, 1847.-^Complete derangement of the digestive func- 
tions; nausea; flatulence; loathing of food; thirst; headache; tender- 
ness on the pit of the stomach, and abdomen generally ; low spirits ; and 
loss of muscular power. 

Take Nux Vomica 12th, three times a day. 

29th.— Feels perfectly well. 




INgT^AWTtfAflON OF THE LIVEE, AKD 
JAUNDICE. 

Thbee is a fealiioD in physic as well as in other things. 
Witness the lively contest for the palm of public patronage, 
Hrhich foe years post has been going on between the liver and 
^e nerves. The latter of the two, younger and more attrottive 
tban its ancient rival, reigna supreme in the more favoured 
circles, and among the gentler sex, whose ailments are almost 
I interestingly "nervous," imd the elegant eau de Cologne, 
ind lavender water, the universal remedies. The former, 
buiished these envied regions, duds a reconipense in the 
iter number of its adherents : it is still the pet of the 
people, whose diseases continue to be vulgarly " bilious," and ' 
tJieir remedies the rude and time-honoured blue pill and black 
draught. 

Leaving the former of these persuasions in undisturbed 
poaaesaion of its harmless power, I feel bound to protest 
against the latter, as one of the most mischievous errors that 
ivaded the domains of physic. This mistaken notion, 
that all disorders of the digestive organs are "bilious," and 
3 attributed to the liver, is unfortunately by no means 
wnfined to the non- professional public ; but, to nearly an 
BJUal extent, pervades the opinions, and modifies the practice, 
of medical men. When diseases were less understood than 
'Ify are at tho present day, professional ignorance found a 
Kmvenient cloak in being able to give "a local habitation 
*iid a name" to an obscure ailment, under the indefinite 
designation of "bver complaint." Modem enlightenment, 
though it has abated, has not abolished, the subterfuge. We 
My hear of medical men attributing to the liver, diseases 
with which it has probably no more to do than the most 
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much the same kind of treatment : the difference consisting, 
principally, in blood being withdrawn bj cupping in the side, 
instead of hj the lancet Irom the arm; and, in addition to the 
use of mercury, a more free employment of purgatives. 

Subjoined are the only two cases that have come under mj 
care, within the last three or four years, of what might be 
considered as acute inflammation of the Uver. Jaimdice, 
being a complaint of much more frequent occurrence, has 
afforded me many opportuuities of witueeeing the satis&rCtoiy 
way in which it yields to Homceopathic remedies. Three of 
these cases are addi;d. 



Case I. — Ann B — , engaged in a large house of business. 

December 4tb, 1346, — Ten o'clock at niglit : she went oat yEsterdaj 
evemng in a cold, biting wind, got cliilled, was seized with sliiveringa 
after her return home, and is now ia bed, uxceediaglj ill. She con- 
pUiiis of scveru pain in the right side, iiumediatelj in tlie region of the 
liver. Pressure, coughing, and deep iospiration aggravate the paini 
which extends also round towards the back, and forward to the pit of 
the stomacb. There is constant vomiting; much thirst; dry mouth: 
liot skill; rapid pulse; and intense headache; bowels confined. Slie 
has been under medical Ireataient twelve hours, and, half uu hour before 
I saw her, took a dose of aperient medicine, which was instantlj rejected 
b; ttie stomach. 

Prescription ; Aconite 3d, every three hours. 
5tb. — A.t noon ; tbere has been no return of sickness ; passed a bettw 
night; pain much the same, tbongb the febrile symptoms have abated 
considerably. Bowels relieved twice. 

Take Aconite, as before, and Bryonia 3d, alternately, every 

three hours. 

6th.— Amendment. Still a good deel of paiu, and general high action. 

Continue the medicines. 
7th.— Better : hut still the symptoms are obstinate. There is pBio. 
tenderness, and fever. 

Aconite, and Belladonna 8d, alternately, every four hours, 

8th.— A remarkable chaogc for the better. She is entirely frea ftoni 

pain; can bear considerable pressure, and motion, with ease. Hatt 
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little or no tliiratj tougas moist; pulse subdued; skiu cool; bowela 
moved once. 

Aconite, at longer intervals, aud BelladounB, at bed-time, 
b. — Seized laat night witb increased pain in the anterior edge of the 
liver. On examinatioD, tiiat organ is found much enlarged, and reaching 
down a considerable distance belon the ribs; presenting to the touch a 
bard, flat surface. There in more fever, aud quicker pulse. 

Take Aconite, and Mcrourius Gth, alternately, every three hours. 
lOtb. — Pain scarcely felt. Can bear pressure; fever subsiding. 

Continue the medicines. 
11th. — No pain, at all; enlargement already diminished; bowels act 
regularly. 

Take Mereurius 6th, twice a day. 
12th. — Quite convalescent: no pain; enlargement scarcely to be de- 
tected; no thirst; skin, palse, and tongue, healthy. Takes light fowl ; 
has left her bed. 

Continue the Mercuriua two days longer, at the end of wbioh perioJ 
she was well. 

Cask II. — G, D — , aged 38 yeara. A dark, atout, plethoric 
■woman. Has been for Beveral years accustomed to indulge 
rather more freely in the use of potent drinka, than the strict 
rules of propriety would prescribe as conBistent with the 
female character. The unfortunate coneequencea have been a 
gradual enlargement of her liver, and repeated attacks of 
bilioue vomiting, and the loss of hlood from the bowels. For 
these she has taken, at different times, considerable quantities 
of mercury; been bled, leeched, &c., &c. 

October SOth, ISi/.— Twelve hours ago she was attacked with de- 
. aided and severe symptoms of inflamniation of the liver. Tliat orgau 
w occupies nearly the whole of the right side of the abiioiiien — its 
'lower edge being clearly definable — and its ouler surface presenting to 
:tho feel a Sat, hard, board-like substance. The whole of this region is 
I Bxceedingly sensitive to the least pressure. She is feverish ; hot in skin ; 
Terythirsty; much nauseated; and vomits frequently. Hci pulse is 
rapid; tongue foul; breathing quick and short, being impeded by a 
sharp, cutting pain in the side. 

Take Aconite 3d, every two hours. 

5 § 
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31st. — The constitutioual symptoms all abated. Less fever, heat, and 
thirst ; no vomiting. The liver is still very tender on pressure, and in- 
spiration is painful, and attended with a severe stiteh in the side. 

Take Bryonia 3d, every four hours. 

November 1st. — The side, though still very uncomfortable, is greatly 
relieved; and in other respects, also, she i» much better. Bearing in 
miud her previous habits, I prescribe— 

Nux Vomica Gtli, three times a day. 

4th. — The liver is entirely relieved of active disease, and has sensibly 
diminished in size. There is but little discomfort experienced, even on 
firm pressure. The urinary apparatus has now put on an unhealthy 
action — her water is nearly suppressed, and, what little does pass, is of 
a blood- red colonr; but as these symptoms do not, strictly speaking, 
form a i)art of the disease wc are now considering, I will not enter into 
the detai's of the subsequent progress of the case, beyond the statement 
that the disorder of the kidneys, as well as a considerable amount of 
dropsy in tlie feet and legs, yielded under the action of Cantharis, Mer- 
curius. Digitalis, Nux Vomica, and Sulphur. 

The first two of the following eases of jaundice, were 
evidently connected with chronic inflammation of the liver — 
in the others, the cause was less obvious. 

Case III. — S. "W. D — , aged 25 ; a very temperate man. 

March 23d, 1847. — Has had a cold and cough,, and felt languid and 
poorly for a month past. During the last week has sufiPered from a 
fixed, dull pain in the right side, just under the edge of the lower rib. 
It is increased on breathing deeply, coughing, or moving suddenly. His 
pulse is small and quick ; appetite bad ; is thirsty ; has hot skin, and 
headache. Urine the colour of coffee ; bladder a good deal irritated. 
Take Aconite 3d, directly ; then Mercurius 6th, every four hoars. 

24th. — The white of the eyes, with the skin of the whole body, but 
more especially of the hands and face, have become of a bright yellow 
colour ; he is much nauseated ; the bladder is still very irritable, but the 
urine not so high coloured. 

Cantharis 6th, directly ; then Mercurius, as before. 

25th. — Better : not so much vesical irritation ; skin very yellow; pain 
in the loins ; bowels confined. 

Take Nux Vomica 6th, every four hours. 



AND JAUNDICE. 107 

27th. — Great amendment. The yellowness of the skin and eyes nearly 
all disappeared ; feels altogether lighter, as though a load were removed 
from his system. The bowels liave acted freely. Urine better colour ; 
tongue^ before thickly coated, is now becomiug quite clean. 

29th. — Scarcely a trace of disease. He takes one more supply of 
medioine, and is cured. 

Case IV. — James McS — . 

April 24th, 1847. — Has felt poorly, languid, and weak, several days. 
TcMlay, a distinct yellowness shows itself in the eyes, and skin of the 
forehead; there is a feeling of weakness in the pit of the stomach, and a 
dolly heavy pain, increased on pressure, in the right side, in the region 
of the liver. He has no appetite, and feels sick after tuking anything. 
His tongue is white, and coated ; the bowels are confined, and the urine 
a deep red colour. 

Take Nux Vomica 12th, three times a day. 
26th. — Some melioration in his feelings ; bowels moved ; evacuations 
olayey. 

Take Mercurius 6th, three times a day. 
30tk — Greatly better in health. The bowels act regularly and 
healthily once a day ; his appetite is returning ; tongue clean ; still a 
faint tmge of yellow. Talks of resuming his employment. 

Take Nux Vomica, twice a day. 
He required no further attendance. 

Case V. — George S — , aged 25. 

June 28th, 1848. — Has been ill ten days, and under medical care a 
^eek. He has had a blister to the pit of the stomach, and taken pills, 
'Alts and senna, &c. This treatment appears to have weakened him 
^aaiderably, but to have made no impression upon his complaint. 

Se is now labouring under constant nausea, and occasional vomiting ; 
BChing in his limbs; severe oppressive headache; pain in his loins; 
™guor ; thirst ; his tongue is white, and coated. The skin of the whole 
^^y is as yellow as a guinea. 

lake Hepar Sulph. 12th, every night ; Nux Vomica 12th, twice a day. 

^^y Ist. — Skin already much clearer. The eyes and forehead, pre- 
'vionaly the most deeply impregnated with bile, are nearly of their natural 
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colour. There is merely a yellowish tinge about the upper and outer 
parts of the face. He feels greatly better in himself: there is no nausea, 
sickness, or heaviness in the stomach ; his tongue is getting <Tlftfl ni and 
he has an inclination for food. 

Continue the medicine. 
4th. — Fecb perfectly well, with the exception of some debility, and is 
anxious to resume his employment. 

Take two or three doses of Sulphur. Cured. 



Case VI.— Eliza B — , aged 3 years. 

September 26th, 1S48. — The disorder has been manifesting itself two 
or three days, and the whole body is now of a bright yellow colour. She 
is constitutionally unwell — being thirsty, and feverish ; complaining of 
pain in the pit of the stomach, loss of appetite, headache, &c. The 
evacuations from the bowels are white and clayey ; the urine as dark as 
mahogany. 

Take Aconite l^th, directly. After six hours commence 
Mercurius 12th, and repeat it three times a day. 
20th.-^Better in health,. spirits, and looks. 

Continue Mercurius. 
30th. — ^The yellowness has entirely disappeared; her appetite has 
returned; her bowels act regularly and healthily; and in every other 
respect she appears perfectly welL Cured. 

I have retained records of several other cases of the same 
kind, occurring in children as well as in grown-up persons. 
They all yielded quite as readily as the foregoing, which are 
related, principally with a view of showing how totally 
unnecessary are leeches, blisters, purgatives, and above all, 
salivation, to subdue affections of the liver. 



INFLAMMATION OF THE BOWELS. 

Bt thia term is understood inflammation, not of the lining | 
IT inner membrane of the bowels, but of the peritoneum, op 
that membrane, which, forming their outer covering, is alBO 
Deflected upon, and lines, the inner walla of the abdomen. 

in thia respect, as well as in the nature, aymptoms, and 
termination of the disease, it presents a close resemblance to 
|>leurisy. In both, the structures attacked arc analogous ; 
! pain which accompanies them, is, in both instances, of a 
pharp, cutting, burning character, and in movement of the 
|)art, is increased to an eicruciating degree ; each disease, 
BnlesB checked in its early stage, is liable to terminate in 
effiiaion : producing, in the one instance, hydrothorax, ur 
r on the chest: in the other, ascites, or dropsy of the 
Abdomen. 

Here the parallel ends. Going hand-in-hand to the bedside 
of the patient, it is there, in the treatment, that Allopathy and ' 
Bomceopathy separate, and their antagonism begins. The 
Sinner encounters these diseases with the lancet, the leech, and 
MliTation : the latter, with her gentle dose. Tho difference 
liBtween these two Biodea of treatment is too palpable to need 
rarther description. The difference between their results is 
«at. The old system regards inflammation of the bowels 
le of the most dangerous diseases it has to treat: it is 
wrtdaly one of the most fatal. The HomtBopathist, though 
equally alive to its rapid course, and disuatrous issue, if it be 
™wed to proceed unchecked, is conscious of possessing the 
■"^uns of arresting its progress so promptly and effectually, 
in moderately recent cases, ho has no doubt of a favorable 
remit; and even in the most neglected and desperate, is not 
iTOoat well grounded hopes of success. 
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Case 1. — Mrs. E. B — , aged 21 years. 

Julv llh, 1^17.— Tiiough not robust, she represents herself aa being 
uu influiiiiuatory subject ; liaving previously bad two similar attacks, for 
Ijotli uf which she was freely leeched. Eight hours ago she was seized, 
after a severe rigor, with a burning, cutting pain in the middle of the 
abdomen, shooting through to the back. This pain is much aggravated 
by coughing, breathing deeply, pressure, or the least attempt to move 
from her present position. Her pulse is exceedingly rapid ; skin burning 
hot ; is very thirsty ; and has severe headache. 

Aconite 3d, every two hours. 

5j^li, — Wonderfully better. She has little or no pain in the abdomen, 
except on firm pressure, and in sitting up in bed. In other respects she 
feels, as it were, well ; she has no thirst ; her tongue is moist ; skin cool; 
pulse 90 : no headache. 

Mercurius Gth, every four hours. 

0th. — Perfectly well. Intends gettmg up to tea, and hopes to resume 
her business in a duy or two. 

She received no further medical attendance. 

Case II. — ^Ir. E — , aged 23. A shopman, occupied fix)m 
early in the morning, till late at night. Naturally delicate and 
ailing. 

May 1st, 1817. — Has felt pains in his abdomen, at times, for several 
days past : they got worse yesterday, and to-day his sufferings have in- 
creased to such a degree as to compel him to relinquish business. He 
is now very ill ; complaining of a severe, cutting, burning pain, in the 
npper part of the abdomen, particularly on the right side. It extends, 
also, upwards to the pit of the stomach : these parts are so exquisitely 
tender that he draws himself back at the approach of the hand. He is 
bent half-double, and cannot move, breathe, or congh, without an almost 
agonising increase of suffering. He is also constitutionally very lU: 
having a rapid pulse ; hot skin ; dry tongue ; constant thirst ; and severe 
headache. The bowels have been freely moved by two or three doses of 
opening medicine, purchased at a druggist's. 

Take Aconite 3d, every two hours. 

2vi. — The change which has come over this young man is really 
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astonishing : he does not appear like the same person. He is lying per- 
fectly at his ease in bed, looking cliecrful and placid, and occupied in 
reading. He has cooiparativelj little pain; nooc, indeed, unless when 
the abdomen is pressed pretty hrmly. Ilis pulse is quiet and subdued ; 
duD cool and soft ; bits very little thirst. 

Coutinue the medicine, at longer intervals. 

Sd. — Felt himself so much better tbis morning, as to be tempted to 
get up, dress himself, and come down stairs. In this he was a little too 
iTeotiiHwome —he has not felt so well since ; having some retnm of ten- 
.deniess in the former scat of disease. 

To go to bed again, and take Mercurius Gth, every four bonrs. 

4tb. — He is to-day able to come down stairs with safety and comfort. 
There is scarcely any trace of disease; merely a little soreness felt oq 
pressure: he is otherwise quite well. His appetite is returning. 
Take Nus Vomica 13th, twice a day. Cured, 

CaJe III.— Mra. Sarah E — , aged 37 years. A very delicate, 
spare, ailing woman. 

April 33d, 1817, — Had a cold, and shivering four days ago. Yesterday 
was seized ■with a severe, piercing pain, in the right side of tlie bowels, 
■which compelled ber to go to bed. The pain is of a fixed character, in- 
creased to an intolerable degree by deep breathing, coughing, and the 
slightest touch. She lies on Ijer back, with ber knees elevated, t« relax 
the abdominal muscles, and protect the bowels from the contact and 
weight of the hed-clothea. The constitutional symptoms do not run 
very high ; on the contrary, she is greatly depressed : the pulse is very 
small and quick ; the tongue red at the tip and edges, foul in tbecentre, 
at times as dry as a piece of board ; the skin is hot and moist. Her 
head aclies, and is dizzy when she lifts if from the pillow. 

Take Aconite 3d, directly, and repeat it in twelve hours : in the 
interval, Mercurius 6tb, every hour. 
B3d. — Mending rapidly, in every way. , 

Continue Mercurius, every two hours. The Aconite as before. 

34ith, — The inflammatory symptoms havo almost entirely disappeared; . 

that is to say, she can bear pressure over the former seat of pain, without 

ing; can sit up in bed, and cough, and move, without inconvenience; 

but there is some uneasiness in the abdomen geoerally, passing from one 

part to another, evidently arising from flatulence. To relieve this she has 1 

Sulphur 6tli, every four hours. 



112 INFLAMMATION OF THE BOWELS. 

May 3d. — She visits mc at my Louse, apparently well, and complaining 
onlv of a little weakness. 

Take China 3d, twice a day. Cured. 

Case IV . — Mrs. M. E — , aged 46 years. A little, spare, 
delicate woman ; had very bad health, being much debilitated 
by repeated attacks of internal haemorrhage, from one of which 
she suffered ten days ago. 

April 21st, lS-17. — Yesterday afternoon she was attacked by severe 
pain in the lower ])art of the abdomen, of a filed character, but increased 
at times to an agonising de<;ree. She lies on her back, with legs and 
knees drawn up ; cannot move, cough, nor breathe, without great aggra- 
vation of her sufferiugs. Uer pulse is 120, and small; skin hot and dry; 
tongue parched ; has iucessaut thirst, and confused headache. 

Take Aconite 6th, every four hours. 

22d.— Aggravation of all the symptoms : alarmingly ill. 

'lake Aconite 3d, and Belladonna 3d, alternately, every hour. 

23d. — Decided relief after the first dose of Belladonna ; and the im- 
provement has bceu progressive up to the last half-hour, when there was 
some return of sharp pain, which I do not however regard as of much 
importance, since, in every other respect, she is greatly better. She can 
now bear a considerable amount of pressure on the abdomen ; her puLse 
is only 95, and beating softly ; the skin perspiring; thirst much reduced ; 
tongue moist. Had a comfortable, refreshing sleep, in the middle of 
the night, during which she perspired profusely. The bowels have 
acted twice. 

Continue the Aconite ; and take Mercurius 6th (instead of 
Belladonna), both at longer intervals. 

24th. — She is comparatively well. She experiences no pain or incon- 
venience from pressure or movement ; there is simply a little aching, 
produced by the shaking of a cough, with which she is at times troubled. 
The pulse is 70, soft, and compressible ; there is no thirst, heat, headache, 
or other constitutional disturbance ; she takes light nourishment ; is to 
remain in bed a day or two, and 

Continue Mercurius, at longer intervals. 

96th. — Sent to report herself so well as to need no further attendance. 
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Thb intestinea are composed of three layers or coats— 
outer or serous ; the middle or muscular ; and the inner or 
Ducoua membrane. All these tissues are liable to be 
ttacked by dieeaeea which are determined in their chaxafter, 
' the peculiaritioa of these eeveral Btructures. Thus, the 
niter coat is affected almost esclueively by inflammation : it 
wnstitutea the painful and dangerous disease we have just 
I considering, under the general term of '" inflammation 
of the bowels." The middle or muscular coat, on which the 
notion of the bowels depends, is not so liable as the other 
, to be independently diseased, but is apt to become 
apathetically implicated in other intestinal disorders. 
"Cha affections belonging to this structure are, as might be 
BLpected, chiefly spasniodic — such as colic, and Bpaams of 
le bowels, &c. The inner or mucous coat, devoted to diges- 
'bsh and nutrition, is also liable to be attacked by diiieases, 
corresponding in number, and the peculiarity of their symp- 
tana, to the structure of the part, and the important and 
Miiiplicated function it haa to peifomi. These diseases are 
cbiflfly comprehended in the collective term of "bowel com- 
jllintB," and include the three we are now about to notice, 
^—Cholera, Dysentery, and Diarrhoia. 

Attended constantly by relaxation or purging, and merging 
into each other by almost insensible gradations, there are yet 
wme leading symptoms peculiar to each of these diseases, by 
which they may be distinguished from each other, and in 
Mcordance with which they have received the names above 
mentioned. Without stopping to enter into a minute detail of 
* rrapective limits, wc proceed at once to the considera- 
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tioii uf the most important, as well as the most interesting of 
the three, namely, Cholera. 

The fears of the public have been too recently excited 
afresh by the thrt^atened re-api)earance of this disease, to 
render necessary any description of the consternation which 
reigned, ha well in the professional, as in the non-professional 
mind, when that terrible scourge visited this country sixteen 
years ago. Those fears, on both occasions, originated, not 
so much in any particular horror of the disease itself as 
in the acknowledged inability of medical men to encounter 
it successfully. Tliere existed then, as there now exists, 
the utmost diversity of opinion, both as to its real nature, 
and the best mode by which it should be treated. K there 
be any doubt of the correctness of this assertion, let the 
periodicals and other publications of the two periods, bear 
testimony to its truth. Those publications teemed with 
suggestions, so inconsistent and contradictory, that no two 
out of the luimber could be found to correspond: on the 
contrary, each successive writer appeared to think that 
the strength of his claim upon the confidence of the public, 
increased in proportion to the novelty of the remedy he 
suggested. 

Referring back to the period when the cholera first raged in 
England, we find that expedients the most absurd, and till 
then unheard of as remedial agents, were propounded and 
adopted, on no better grounds than the whim or enthusiasm 
of the inventor. A universal and simidtaneous quackery 
pervaded the whole ])rofession. Having no experience to 
guide them, nor fixed principles of action to fall back upon, 
medical men gave their remedies, they knew not why or 
wherefore ; but, like persons fighting in the dark, struck here 
and there at random, impelled by the desperate hope of deal- 
ing their enemy a chance blow. 

I was informed by a gentleman, who was, at different times, 
resident medical officer at two of the temporary hospitals, 
fitted up in the metropolis for the reception of cholera pa- 
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tienta, that, after the veiy first stage of the disease had passedj 
no kind of treatment whatever appeared to be of any service i 
arreBting ita progreas. Every conceivable form of remedy | 
s adminiBtered, in the most estravagant dosea — in short, i 
the utter hopeleasnesa of doing any good, seemed to be re- 
garded as a licence for trying al! sorts of eiperiments npon i 
the unfortunate sufferers The result waa worthy of the treat- 
ment : thirty out of the first thirty-three patients admitted 
into one of the hospitals were taken out dead. Tliis state- 
ment is corroborated by high authority. Dr. ElHotson, who 
■was at that time physician to St. Thomas's Hospital, and who, 
giving the following account of hia own auccesB in the 
treatment of cholera, may fairly be regarded as speaking for 
the profeBsion at large, says — " Aa respects this country, I 
cannot but think thiit if all the patients had been left alone, 
the mortality would have been much the same aa it has been. 
.If all the persons attacked with cholera had been put into 
.trarm beds, made comfortable, and left alone — although many 
,TFOuld have died who have been saved — yet, on the whole, 
I think the mortality would not have been greater than after 
all that has been done ; for we are not in the least more in- 
formed as to the proper remedies, than we were when the first 
of cholera occurred ; we have not been instructed in the 
least, by those who have had the disease to treat. Some say 
that they have cured the disease by bleeding ; others by 
calomel ; others by opium ; and ofcliera, again, aay that opium 
does harm. No doubt many poor creatures died nncomfort- 
ably, who would have died tranqnilly if nothing had been 
done to them. Some were placed in hot water, or in hot air, 
and had opium and calomel, and other atimulunts, which, 
altogether, were more than their system would bear, and more 
than would have been home if they had been so treated even 
in perfect health. I am sorry to say that of the cases I had I 
to treat, the patients nearly all died. I tried two or three f 
eorts of treatment. Some had opium and calomel, in large ^ 
and full doses ; but they died. Hot air was applied externaUy ; 
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and I got two to breathe hot sir. It was found vain to 
attempt to warm people by hot air applied exlemally. They 
were nearly as cold as before ; we could not raise tlieir tempe- 
rature; and, therefore, I thought of making them breathe hot 
air ; but both patients died about the period that death usually 
takes place. It was said that saline treatment was likely to 
be of use, and I accordingly tried it on some patients j the 
result however was the same." 

That such a state of uncertainty and bewilderment, is a dis* 
grace to a system of medicine which boasts of the accumulated 
wisdom of ages, ao one will deny. That it is on irresistible 
proof of ita insufficiency to accomplish the ends which a system 
of medicine should accomplish, is equally evident. There is 
□o fact in the history of diseases better established than thia 
— that they are constantly undergoing changes in their type 
and character, and presenting new phases. Any system of 
medicine which does not supply instant and ready adaptations 
to these changes, if not entirely useless, is, at least, lament- 
ably imperfect. This is precisely the case with the old-school 
of physic. No sooner does a disorder, new to us, like that now 
under consideration, make ita appearance, than medical men, 
rendered powerless by surprise and uncertainty, cry out, hold! 
"We are not ready — we want time to reconnoitre — to study 
the nature and peculiarities of our enemy — to find out its weak 
and unguarded points, and eiperiment upon the best mode ot 
making our attack! But disease, when it comes in such 
terrible shape, is an impatient and inexorable foe, and the man 
who is not ready armed, and prepared to dispute ita progress, 
must abide the conaequences of his remissness, from whatever 
source it may spring. 

Since, then, the old system of medicine faOs at such a junc* 

ture, is there, it will be asked, any other which does supply 

se ready means of encountering succeasfully, and on the 

■■ioBtant, a comparatively unknown and powerful disease? We 

' unhesitatingly reply in the affirmative. As has been before 

observed, Homceopathy poaseaaes that property which coo- 
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Btitutea the very life and aoul of u ByBtem of medicine — with- 
out which, indeed, it were a prostitution of the term to call it 
a ayatem, viz., universality. Thia property ia never more 
Btrikingly apparent than when hrougbt to bear upon a new 
disease : and for tliia simple reason^tbat no delays are re- 
quired for the purpose of experimenting. It is one of the 
fundamental points of the Homceopathic doctrine, that we 
must become acquoJEted with the powers of medicinea, by 
tetHiiff them upon the healthy hody, before they can be pro- 
perly applied to the removal of disease. Possessed of thia 
knowledge, the physician, encountering any diaeaae, whether 
for the first time or not, corresponding in ita symptoms with 
any medicine previously bo tested, entertains no doubt as to 
the perfect adaptation of such remedy to the removal of such 
isease. A more forcible illustration of the truth of this 
simple, yet comprehensive, principle, could not be wished for, 
than ia afforded in the following intoreating fact — that Hahne- 
mann, whilst the cholera was yet at a distance from Germany, 
and long before he had an opportunity of seeing and treating a 
case of that disease, but merely from deacriptioa of ita symp- 
toms, aelected from his materia medica, those very remedies 
with which the Homoeopath ists afterward combated the dis- 
ease so triumphantly. It is proved by statistical eaJculationa, 
drawn from G-ovemment reports, and other unquestionable 
authorities, that whereas nearly fifty out of every hundred 
cases treated Allopathically, ended fatally, only twenty per 
cent, were lost of those which were treated according to the 
new system. 

At the period to which we are referring, Homceopathy was 
& stranger to England. Since tlien (to use a homely phrase), 
we have become " better acquainted ;" and the stubborn fact 
that it is capable of grappling auccessfully with the giant foe, 
haa been placed prominently before the public. * With no 

• Vide Dr. 11. Huss ell's Work on Cholera, and Papers bj Drs. Dud- 
geon, Black, &c., on tLe ' HointKopatliic Treatment of Cliolora.' 
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other evidence to rest upon than that which these statements 
supply, it would be impossible to doubt, should the disease 
again rear its hideous form to fright us from our propriety, 
that our greatest security under its attack will be found to 
consist in u prompt resort to Homceopathy. But I have other 
grounds of confidence. My own experience inclines me to the 
belief, that we have never, for any length of time, been en- 
tirely free from cholera, since its visitation in 1833. At in- 
tervals, during the last two years especially, isolated cases 
have come under my care, differing but little from the true 
Asiatic type. Two or three of these cases are recorded be- 
low ; and I am mistaken if the reader, after perusing them, 
and observing the effect of the remedies employed, will not 
join with me in the conviction I feel, that, with the Homoeo- 
pathic remedies in our hands, we need no longer despair, even 
at the approach of cholera. 



Case I. — Mrs. E — , aged 74. A weakly, delicate old lady at 

the best. 

July 26th, 1847. — Half-past 6 p.m. — Getting up this morning was 
seized with pain in the abdomen, succeeded bj relaxations of the bowels, 
which continued at intervals during the day. Immediately after tea 
vomiting supervened, and the bowel-complaint became much more severe. 
The evacuations, composed of thin, gruel-like fluid, preceded bj ex- 
cruciating pain, and attended with irresistible straining, passed from her 
in enormous quantities. The vomiting was as urgent ; the liquid of the 
same character as that just described, scalding her throat as it was 
ejected. This state of things has now existed an hour and a half. Her 
prostration is already extreme. Unable to lie down in bed, on account 
of the peculiarity of her symptoms, she is supported, almost lifeless, on 
the side of the bed by two attendants. She has a burning pain in the 
pit of the stomach ; her tongue and throat are dry and parched ; she 
has insatiable thirst for cold water, which, however, is ejected the 
instant it reaches the stomach. Cramps, so violent as to cause her, 
almost lifeless as she is, to roar with agony, seize every limb. Her pulse 
is small, rapid, and at times imperceptible ; her skin, covered with a 
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cold, olammj sweat, feela dcatlily to the tonch ; her braiii is disordered ; 
her sight fails. 

ArBenicuni, every quarter of an hour. 

Half-post nine. Two and a-half hours later. — A remarkable ehange ! 
in her condition lias already taken plaee^ She is Ijin^ in bed, calm, 
and comporatively comfortable. The vomiting ceased after the second 
dose of Biedicine, and the pnrgiag returned only at longer interrata. 
The pain in tbo stomaeh and bowels has greatly subsided ; her skin is 
warm j pulse full and calm ; she suffers from time to time with crampy I 
pains in different parts of the body, and, as a matler of course, is , 
greatly prostrated. 

Continue the medicine, every hoar. 

27th. — Ten a.m., the purging ceased entirely last night, and she has 
vomited only once. She slept comfortably, when not disturbed by the 
lingering paiua which occasionally affeet the limbs. There remaina only | 
some soreness in the abdomen, conjoined with debility, to remind her of \ 
the severe trial she has gone through. 

Tliere was no return of the disorder, and here my attendance ende( 



Case II.— -JI. D — , aged 59. A tail, thin man, generidly in 1 

the enjoyment of pretty good health. 

August ESth, 1847.— Having partaken of a simple, light dinner, and 
resumed his occupation, was seized about two hours after quite sud- 
denly, with the most deadly vomiting and purging. He hastened j 
home i and being summoned in great haste to visit liim, I find hi 
at half-past five reduced to a fearfal state of prostration. The action, 
both upwards and downwards, continues nnabated. It ia almost ii 
ceasant, the egesta being amazingly large in quantity, and consistbg of J 

thin, watery liquid, like gruel. The purging is attended with violent j 
griping pains, and a sensation of " dying faintness." His pulse i 
iceedingly rajiid, and so small and thread-like, as to he barely per- i 
ceptiblc. His voice fails j his features are sharp, pinched, and shmnkeuj 
and the face, as well as the aurfaoe of the hody generally, is pale, cold, .1 
clammy, and bloodless. 
Take, immediately, a dose of Arscnicam of the 3d power, and repeat 
it every quarter of an hour afterwards. 

Ten o'clock in the evening. — He ia lying comfortahly in bed. The 
purging and vomiting ceased almost instantaneously upon taking the J 
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medicine. Violent reaction has succeeded to the previous depression : 
he is now burning hot in skin ; has headache, thirst, and rapid pulse. 
In spite of all this, he feels comparatirely well to what he did a few 
hours ago. 

Take Aconite 6th, every four hours. 
29th. — ^The febrile symptoms have entirely vanished, and he feels no 
inconvenience whatever, beyond some weakness, and slight dyspeptic 
sensations. 

Take two or three doses of Nux Vomica. 



Case III. — Henry B — , aged 16 years. 

October 7th, 1846. — Seven o'clock, evening. "Was attacked this 
afternoon, about five hours since, with excruciating pains in the ab- 
domen, followed, almost immediately, by the most violent vomiting and 
purging, which continue to recur at intervals of about five minutes. 
The evacuations from the bowels, at first like gruel, or dirty water, 
during the last hour have been composed of pure blood. His skin is 
covered with a cold clammy perspiration ; his tongue is white ; pulse, 
small, rapid, and barely to be detected ; has constant thirst. In addi- 
tion to this, his sufferings from cramps in the legs, arms, &c., are really 
frightful. He rolls about the bed like a madman, and absolutely roars 
out with agony. His father and mother, are at this moment rubbing his 
legs with all their energy, to assuage the pain. 

Take Arsenicum 3d, every half-hour. 

Ten o'clock at night. Greatly relieved : purging much less fre- 
quent ; vomiting entirely ceased the last hour ; slight cramps ; skin 
warm ; pulse fuller. He is now lying quiet, and comfortably covered up 
in bed. 

Continue the medicine, every hour. 

8th. — Bowels relieved three times in the night, without pain ; vomited 
twice, and still feels some nausea. 

Take Ipecacuanha 3d, every three hours. Resume Arsenicum if the 

purging return. 

9th. — ^In the night had a slight return of the attack, which lasted an 
hour ; he is now hot and thirsty. 

Take Aconite 12th, every four hours. 

10th. — Convalescent. Pulse good ; tongue clean ; skin cool. 
Relinquish medicine, and take light nourishment. Cured. 
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Case IV. — Mr. F — , aged 59 years. A stout, hoaTj, plethoric 
person. 

July 16tb, 184S.— Has beeu unsettled in liia inside two or three 
days, At nine o'cloclc jeaterday he was taken with the most riolent 
vomiting Bad purging, accompanied by "awful cramps" in the legs, 
left arm, and both hands. The evacuations were watery and pale, 
and recurred every few minutes. He was intensely thirsty, his 
tongue became "as dry ns a chip." The extremities were cold — 
and his bands turned blue, and were covered with a damp sweat. 
Alarmed at tlieso symptoms, and his sulTerings becoming intolerable, his 
wife sent to me at five o'clock in the morning, when, from the descrip- 
tion of liis case, I was induced to send 

Araenicum fith, to be taken erery half-hour. 

Visiting liim eiglit hours after, I am told that the vomiting and action 

on the bowels ceased after the second doae of medicine. A cup of warm 

tea renewed the attack aliglitlj — but it speedily subsided. The cramps 

in ttie legs and thighs continue to torment liim at times. 

Take Arsenicum, every two hours. 

In the evening.— The last-named symptom has disappeared. Reaction 
has set iu : he is hot, feverisli, and thirsty ; and his tongue is dry aod 

Take Aconite 6th, every four hours. 
17th. — These symptoms have vanished; and he comyilnins simply of 
flatulence, and a little soreness in the abdomen. 

Nus Yomica, three times a day. Cured. 



CiBE v.— W. T— , aged 5 



A weakly, ailing maa at 



August 7tli, 1S4S.— Has been ill ten hours. Attacked, suddenly, in 
the middle of the night with urgent symptoms of cholera; incessant 
vomiting and purging of a tiijn watery liquid ; agonising pains in the 
abdomen, cramps in the limbs, &c. He took hot brandy and water, and 
other things, for relief, hut found none. Continuing to get worse, he 
aunimoned me to attend him at seven a.m. I found him as jiiat de- 
scribed : lahouring also under excessive prostration of strength, witli 
amall, almost im|>erceptlble pulse, and cold damp surface. 
Take Veratrum IStli, every half-hour. 
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Sth. — Dressed, down stain, and silting in Ills shop. The purging 
cCMcd entirclj oTter the first dose of mcdieinc, and has not returned. 
He hu vomited ddIj odcc since. Feeling weolc and flatulent, 
To take Nux Vomica 12th, twice a day. Cured. 



Since the foregoiug remnrke on cholera were first penned, we 
have, on twa occa-sionB, viit., in 1849, and again in 18541, been 
confronted with thia grim malady. On the last of these occa- 
sions, an opportunity waa afibrdod in the Loudon Homoeo- 
pathic Hospital in Golden Square, of testing the treatment of 
cholera hy Homceopathic remedies, under circiim stances that 
admit of no question as to the genuineness of the cases, or the 
accuracy of the results. These results, as compared with 
those obtained by other modes of treatment, were most satis- 
factory. It appears from authentic returns,* that whilst " the 
mortality by cholera in the several 'sets of English retomg, 
ranged from 41 to 51 deaths in every 100 persons attacked," 
and of those treated in the London Allopathic Hospitals, to 36 in 
every 100, the mortality at the London Homeeopatbic Hospital 
wasattherateofonlyiedcathsfor every 100 cases. t It should 
be stated, for the information of the reader, that when the 
cholera broke out so suddenly and with such fearful fatalitj in 
the Golden Square district, in September, 1854, "the Com- 
mittee of Management of the London Homceopathic Hospital, 
from a desire to contribute to the best of their ability to the 
measures adopted by the parochical authorities, for the pur- 
pose of checking the ravages of the disease, gave directions for 
appropriating the wards of the hospital to the sole use of the 



• 'Report of the Committee of Seientiliclnquirj, in relation to the 
Cholera Epidemic of 1854',' presented to both Houses of Parliament, bj 
the Board of Health. 

f 'Return presented to both Houses of Parliament, from the Com- 
mittee of Management of the London HomffiopalhicHoapital,' moved for 
bj Lord R. GrosTcnor, and ordered to be printed by the House of 
Commons, May 21, 1S55. 
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poor attacked by the epidemie, the usual letters of recom- 
mendatioQ being dispensed with." The cases, therefore, from 
which the above favorable results were obtained were of the 
very worst form, and not mild or picked cases ; they were 
treated in the very locality where the disease was engendered, 
and " in an institution ill adapted from its want of space, and 
the arrangements of its wards, for the purposes of a, cholera 
hospital." But any question as to the genuineness and se- 
verity of the eases, is entirely set at rest by the following ex- 
tract from a letter, addressed by Dr. Macloughlin, one of 
the medical inspectors of the Board of Health, to Mr. 
Cameron, one of the Surgeons to the London Homoeopathic 
Hospital. 

Extract from a Letter, dated February 22d, lS55,from Db. 
MiCLOtreHLis, one of the Medieat Inspectors of the Board 
of Sealth, to HuGn CiMEKOif, Esq., M.E.C.S., and one of 
the Surgeons to the London Hiimmojiathie Hospital.* 

" Tou are right. I did tell you that I would report to the 
General Board of Health the opinion I had formed of the 
manner the poor cholera patients were cared for iu your 
hospital, and the success of your treatment; but finding that 
I couldnot enter into details reiatiTe to yoiu* hospital without 
entering also into details relative to the Allopathic hospitals, 
which wuuld lead me into considerations foreign to the sani- 
tary question before me, I therefore merely gave the result 
arrived at in yours, along with the result arrived at in other 
BBtabliahments, reserving to myself the liberty to say more in 
detail what is tbe impression on my mJnd as to your treatment 
of cholera cases, when I pubbsh a monograph on cholera. 

Tou are aware that I went to your hospital prepossessed 
Bgainat the Homceopathic Rystem , that you had in me, in your 

Tbis letter was inserted, with tbe conBent of the writer, in tlie re- 
port to the House of Commons. 
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cunp, an enemy rather tbaa a friend, and that I must there- 
fore have seen Bome cogent reason there the first day I went, 
to come away ho favorably disposed as to advise a Mend to 
send a snbscription to your charitable fund ; and I need not 
tell you that I have taken some jjaina to make myself ac- 
quainted with the rise, progress, and medical treatment of 
cholera, and that I claim for myself some right to be able to 
recognise the disease, and to know something of what the 
medical treatment ought to be, and 

" That there may tlierefore be no misapprehension about the 
cases I saw in your hospital, I will add, that all I eaw were 
true cases of cholera, in the various stages of the disease, and 
that I saw several cases which did well under your treatment, 
which I have no hesitation in saying would have sunk under 
any other, 

" In conclusion, I must repeat to you what I have already 
told you, and what I have told every one with whom I have 
conversed, that although an Allopath by principle, education, 
and practice, yet, was it the will of Providence to afflict me 
with cholera, and to deprive me of thepower of prescribing for 
myself, I would rather be in the hands of a Homo?opathie 
than an Allopathic adviser." 

With this letter — too rare an instance of Allopathic candour 
and liberality as regards Homoaopathy— I leave the subject 
to the calm reflection of the reader. 

1 wiU not weaken the force of the foregoing statements bv 
any comments of my own— nor weary the reader by an addi- 
tional and useless detail of cases. 



DTBENTEKr, or, as it is popular] j termed, "the bloody flux," 
is the aecond of the three bowel complaints we propose toi 
notice. 

It occupies a middle place between cholera and diarrhoea, 
as well in the danger which attends its course, as in the seve- 
rity of the Bymptoms by which it is characterised. The niarka 
by which it is most strikingly distinguisbed Irom cholera are 
these ; the tenesmus or Btraining is more urgent and intole- 
rable ; the evacuations are smaller in quantity, and composed 
chiefly of blood and slime ; it is generally longer in running 
its course ; is attended with less rapid and marked prostration 
of strength, and rarely terminates fatally. It is, moreover, 
decidedly inflammatory in its nature : examination after death 
betraying extensive miachief in the lining membrane of the 
large intestine, to which portion of the alimentary canal it is 
principally confined. The lines of demarcation between dy- 
sentery and diarrhoea are less distinct. 

The treatment of this disease underthe old system, unsettled 
and unscientific, cannot, in its results, be otherwise than moat 
uncertain and unsatisfactory. Let us submit it to a brief 
eiamination. 

Dr. Watson, in his published lectures, says, " dysenteiy in 
this country seldom requires the lancet. Leeches, are, how- 
ever, to be applied, whenever there is much tenderness on 
pressure. A full dose of caator-oil may then be given ; and 
after that, an opiate. It is the practice of some physicians to 
prescribe laxatives and opiates together ; but in tins c 
plaint, it is better to alternate them," Further on be advises , 
" the exhibition of five grains of calomel at bedtime, and a | 
senna draught the next morning, for two or three days in 
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ceision. Stould the symptomB Btill drag on, it may be necea- 
Bary to give merciuy even to the extent of tnakiog the gums 
tender." Juat before this he eaya, " there ia one important 
point in the treatment of dysentery, concerning which a 
Btriklng discrepancy of opinion exists. I allude to the em' 
ployment of mercury as a remedy. I have no data for settling 
the question." 

In these short quotations, we have strong irritating purga- 
tives ordered to cure a disease which consists in purging and 
irritation of the bowels ; opiates, which have the efi'ect of ii 
ducing constipation ; between these, a suggestion to prescribe 
laxatives and opiates together, or to " alternate them," if that 
plan be preferred ; and lastly, permission to salivate our pa- 
tients, notwithstanding that inflammation, ulceration, and 
purging of the bowels, are notorious consequences of that con- 
dition, and that, " there exists so much discrepancy of opinion," 
as to the propriety of using mercury. 

It does one's heart good to turn from this unfortunate 
jumble of inconsistencies and contradictions, to the simple, 
harmoniouB, and methodical teachings of Homceopathy. 
Pointing out to her followers a direct and well-deSued path, 
she conducts them to a speedy triumph over diseases, which 
involve the Allopathic practitioner iu inextricable perplexi- 
ties. 

Certain as is the action of Homccopathic remedies in tlie 
generality of diseases, there are none in which that certaii^ 
is more strikingly displayed, than in the different affections 
of the mucous membrane of the bowels. 'We have just wit- 
nessed their power over cholera: in dysentery, which ia at 
times scarcely leaa severe, their curative properties are equally 
manifest. The first few doses seldom fail to produce a marked 
impression upon the symptoms, and so far from "dragging on," 
we rarely meet with a case which, if promptly treated, is not 
pretty well subdued in the course of thirty-six 0£ forty-ei^t 
hourB. 
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Case I. — Mrs. C — , aged 54 jears. 

April 24th, 1817.— Tbcee o'clock p.m.— Was ss well na usual jcster- 
day. At two o'clock lliia moniing, witliout any aaajgimble cause, wu 
seized with pain in tLe bowels, followed in a few minutes by violent 
purging ; the promptings, up to tUia momeut, are almost inceasant, luid 
sioce ten this morning abe had passed nothing but blood ; tliere nre 
Tiolent gripinf^ and the evaciiutions ore attended with intolerable strain- 
ing. Her pulse is small and quick; skin cool; tongue dry i the has 
inces-iant craving for cold drinks. 

Take Arsenicum 6tli, every hour. 

SSth. — The Erst dose of medicine eased the puiii ; the bowels now act 
bat rarely : when thcj do, she still passes blood. 

Continue tbo medicine, every four hours. 

37tli. — Ail the above severe symptoms have entirely disappeared. Tlie | 
bowels are now moved two or three times a day. She feels some naoSM ' 
after taking anything. 

Ipecacuanha Olli, twice a day. 

2Btb.— She is quite well. 



Cabk n, — Mary Ann D — , aged 66 yeara. 

October 16th, 1347. — This patient has been ailing the last fortnight, 
and troubled with irritability of the bowels. The last few days she liaa 
got much worse, and at the present time is terribly reduced in strength : 
she reela in attempting to stand ; lier breathing is short and spasmodic ; 
and she moans with each insptrutiou, as much from eilianstion as horn 
the pain of her disorder. She is purged every five minutes, passing 
blood and slimo, with agood deal of stniining. She bos intense pain in 
the bottom oF the abdomen; is exceedingly tliirsty; pulse small and 
rapid ; has aching in all her limbs. 

Take Arsenicum 3d, every bour. 

lyth. — The bowels began to get betler an hour after tiie first dose of 
medicine, and she has been troubled only four timea in the last twelve 
hours, on which occpbious no blood passed. Within the last hour 
sbe has vomited five or six limes, bringing up nothing but white 
phlegm. 

Take Ipeoacuanhi flth, every two hours. 
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ISth.— H^f tai hour after tiie first dose of medicine the vomiting 
entirely censed, and has not returned. The bowels are still slightly re- 
laied, and feel tender and sore. 

Take Mercurius 6lh, three times a day. 
With this she got perfectly well, oud had no fuithet attcudunce. 



Cabb III. — Mrs, S — , aged 60 years. A very weakly, delicate 
person ; much afflicted with asthma. 

December llith, 1S46. — Seven in the CTeni eg.— Attacked, three or 
four days ago, with relniatiou of the bowels, which has graduallj got 
worse, aiid the Ust twenty-four hours has increased to au intolerable 
degree, causing her to get out of bed thirty times last night i it has con- 
tinued to be almost as frequent to-day. Severe pain and griping 
precede the evacuations, which have been watery up to the last few 
times ; since then they haye been composed only of blood and slime. 
She is extremely prostrated in strength ; her tongue is parched and 
dry, and she suffers iocessant thirst; her cough is also very trouble- 

Tako Arsenicum 6th, erery hour. 
I7th. — Noon. — There has been no action of the bowels since five 
this morning. She is free from pab, and has only a little 



To relinquish the Arsenicum, and take riiosphorus, every four hours, 
for severe inflammutory action of the lungs and brouchial tubes. She 
continued this medicine two or three days, aud was then quite conva- 
lesoeut. 



Cabe IV. — James E — , aged 2 years. A remarkably irritable, 
fractious child. 

May Sltb, 1S47.— Has been disordered in his inside some time. Yes- 
terday he became much worse— the irritation of the bowels is nearly 
constant, aud attended with violent straining and purging — aorcaoiing, 
and drawing up of the legs towards the abdomen. The evacuations are 
small in quantity, aud composed principally of slime. He is very feverish, 
thirsty, and hot. 

Take Chatnomilla 6th, every two hours. 
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25th. — The same ; except that there is not so much straining. 
Mercurius Corrosivns, every four hours. 
27th. — Amendment as regards the general health : not so hot ; but 
the bowel-complaint still continues: the evacuations recurring every 
half-hour, and being composed of slime, blood, and fleshy-looking sub- 
stance. 

Take Arsenicum 12th, every two hours. 
29th. — One hour after commencing the medicine, the child mended 
wonderfully. There have been only five evacuations in the last twenty- 
four hours ; and those without blood. 

Continue the medicine, at longer intervals. 
With this he quite recovered. 



6§ 
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Hatiko given eiamptcH in the lust few pages of the eata- 
foctoiy maimer in wLich HouKBopatliic remedlea aubdue the 
more violent of the bowel complaints, it will not be necesBary 
to devote much time to the elucidation of their power over 
diarrha;a, or " loosenees of the bowela," which is the simpleat 
and mildest form of that class of diaeaaes. In many cases, oIbo, 
the same remediea that are xneA with such anccess in the two 
former diseases, arc equally applicable in the treatment of the 
latter. Those remediea are very numeroua, and require to he 
varied according to the varying phases which the complaint 
may assume. I have retained notes of nearly a himdred cases, 
occurring in individuals of all ages, and presenting an infinite 
diversity of symptoms. In the removal of these, a great num- 
ber of different remedies were necessarily employed. Any 
attempt to exemplify the treatment of all these varieties would 
be hopeless : ii is also uncalled for, since my object is not so 
much to teach how Homceopathy should be practised in any 
particular case, as to show, on a broad scale, what it is capable 
of accomplishing. We will therefore dismiss the subject with 
the quotation of a few brief cases : premising, that the ordinary 
mode of treatment presents as curious a medley as can well be 
conceived, of purgatives, opiates, astringents, antacids, dia- 
phoretics, tonics, alteratives, mercurials, &c., used in the most 
promiscuous and fantastical manner, according as the caprice, 
cuatom, education, or other impulse of the preEcriber, may 
ehance to suggest. 

There ia, however, one point of difference between the two 
modes of treatment, which must not be passed over quite so 
cursorily : I allude to the after-effects of the remedies. 
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It ifi a well known fact that the different preparations of I 
opium form a conatant, eaaential, and, indeed, nearly the only I 
effective ingredient in Allopathic prescriptions for the cure of I 
diarrhoea, and other howel complaints. It is equally well I 
known, that one of the most unfailing effects produced by [ 
that medicine, ia obstinate constipation. Tlie necessity thus I 
incurred of administering aperients, and the difSculty often 1 
experienced in restoring the bowels to a healthy action, con- 1 
Btitate the bugbear of the old system of treatment. The I 
patient's troubles do not end where they ought to do — ] 
namely, with the subsidence of the diBcaae. He has to ] 
undergo a second medication to rectify the errors of the flrst, 
It is not enough that he hwuIIow the nauseous draughts pre- 
Bcribed for the original disease : he must needs aubmit to the 
still more repulsive proceaa of talking castor-oil, pills, rhubarb 
and magnesia, Ac, for the purpose of arouaing the benmnbed 
and stupified powers of his abdominal viscera, to a resumption 
of their duty. 

There ia a remarkable exemption from all this in Homneo- 

pathic practice. Acting in strict accordance with the operations | 

I instituted by nature for the removal of the disease, Ilomteo- 

l pathic remedies eiert no power beyond that point — their action ' 

s the moment the disease is cured. There are, therefore, 

no aiter-consequences to be rectified — no corrective aperients 

are required. The bowels almost invariably resume their 

a a healthy and natural way, and of their own accord, 

within, the apace of twenty-four or thirty-six hours at the ] 

I utmost. 

This may appear a trilling matter — but, considered in rela- ' 
I tion to the comfort of the patient, and the injurious effects c 
[ purgative medicines, it becomes, in reality, a subject of n^ 
alight importance. 
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Cabb I. — A. O — , agL'd 22 years. 

Jnne 36lli, IS-tT.—lLui be«D ill a week ; lliiuka tlic attack waa caused 
bj inlligeatilile food. He lias been graduBlly getting worse from the 
first up to this linje. His bowels are moved about sii times a daj, each 
operation being preceded bj a f;ood deal of colick; pain, Tlie evacuations 
are liquid, and pasa witiiout pain or strainiog. Uis toogue is coated ; 
lias very little appetite ; and ia thirstj. 

Take Cinchona 3ii, every four hours. 

Sii doses of this medicine entirely removed ihe complaint. 



Ca3e II.— E.G- 



ageda 



August Sllh. — Noon. — TItis child bas been under [he care of a medi- 
cal gentleman the last five days. It waa curried to him this rtiorniug, iu 
so hopeleas a condition, that he declined prescribing, and ordered its 
iDOtber to take it home, and not disturb its dying moments by attempting 
to wash or dress it. 

Its present condition, sufficiently deplorable, is as follows : it lies per- 
fectly motionless ; vith wasted features, dull, sunken, half-closed eyes ; 
i>pen mouth, and lips drj and shrivelled ; and drawn far inwards over the 
gums. The evacuations, consisting of yellow and green slime, pass very 
frequently ; and it vomits the iostaut anything reaches the stomach. 
This exhausting process has been going on the last fortnight, and has 
reduced the child to its present almost lifeless state. There is some 
warmth in the skin, and the pulse is slow, laboured, and somewhat 
full. 

d. dose of Ipecacuanha to be placed on the tongue, and to be repeated 
every half hour. 

Evening. — There has been no return of vomitbg, and the bowels have 
been purged only once since the medicine was begun. It now sucks 
freely, and is alLogether quite another child. 

Take Cinchona 12th, every two hours. 

26tb.— The little creature is wonderfully cliajiged. Its eyes ara wide 
open, bright, und clear ; it sits up on its mother's ai'm, looks about, and 
takes notice. He slept well lait night ; there lias been no vomiting ; and 
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the bowela bave been relieved only once. Ho appears mcrelj lu be 
troubled witli flatulence. 

Cinchona, every moming. Sulphur every uiglit. 
27th. — Comparatively well ; cheerful, hearty, aud gaining strength 
every hour. The bowels are quit? regular aud healthy. The medicines 
■e continued a few days longer — after which it was perfectly restored, 
to the no small delight of its parents, who, having previously made up 
tbeir minds to loae their child, loolied uj>on iLs restoration almost in the 
light of a resurreotion. 



Cabb III. — Mrs. I — 's child, aged 2 months, 

Augnst 90th, 18i7- — Was fed in the (kst instince, and afterwards 
suckled too much. It Ima had diarrhma, off and on, since birlh, and at 
length got so 9eriou!i1y ill, that ita mother took it to a physician, who 
prescribed a compound mixture of chalk, tincture of cateehii, and bitten ; 
■nd a small calomel jiowiler, to be taken twice 3 week. The use of these 
iuos was persisted Ja for a fortnight, wheu the child, wasting and 
still getting worse, came under my care. It was purged six or seven 
times in the twenty-four hours, and the last three or four days it vomited 
.VBrytliing it took. 

To have IjiEcacuanbft 6th, every two honrs, till tiie vomiting 

4 sttitiiig ameniJnient was jiercepiible the next day. It bad voaiited 
once or twice only, and the bowels were much more quiet. 

Continue the Ipecacuanha, twice a day ; and Sulphur 13th, at 
bedttnie- 
Uiider this treatment the cliild'a amendment was astonishingly rapid, 
it tiie end of a week its bowels acted regularly once a day, aud there 
no return of the sickness : it gained Aesh, and got a regular, healthy 
•Ppetite, in the place of a constant craving for food. The tiulpliur pow- 
Ibs were continued for some time longer, every tliird niglit, after which 
nit further attendance was required. 



3 G— , agedSlycD 



-He is very much exhausted by this attack — 
E d:iji. The bowels aro Hioved about every 
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liniMiour with griping, ■training, and soreness. The evacuations are 
jcllov and slimy. 

Take Mercurius 6th. cverj two boors. 
30tb. — The purging ccaaeil after the second dose, and remained quiet 
till to-daj, wlien l!ie bowels were slighUj relieved. He is generally 
dyspeptic, and feels so at Ihe present time. 

Take Nui Vomica 12tii, twice a day. Cured. 

Case V.— C. C— , aged 29 yenrs. 

July 251h, 181S. — Taken yesterday with griping in llie bowels, and 
was several times relaxed. It subsided in the aTtemoon, and remained 
quiet till four o'clock this morning, when it returued and has continued 
ever since, with cousiderablc violence; recurring at intervals of about 
an hour, and attended with severe griping. The cvacnations are watery 
and hillous. He is completely disordered in his stomach, complaining 
of loss of appetite, ilisagreeahle taste, beadache, &c. His tongue is 
foul. 

Take Dulcamara IStli, every three liours. 

His bowels were scitrcefy at nil disturbed after the first doae ; the 
nest day he felt quite biinself, and had no more medicine. 



Case VI. — J. F — , aged 32 years. Dark complexion, irritable 
disposition. 

August 13th, 184S. — Seven o'clock, evening. — Seized at three o'clock 
in the morning with the moat excruciating pain in the bowels, followed 
by violent relaxation, Ki took various domestic remedies to no avail. 
The action still oontiuues about every half hour, attended with so much 
pain as to bend bim double, and cause liim to cry out with agony. The 
evacuations are hot and scalding, and followed by painful straining. He 
is now very weidt. 

Take Golocynth, every half-hour. 

13th.— Porfeelly relieved in two hours. He slept from ten o'clock 
last night till five this morning, when the bowels were slightly moved 
onee. He now complains only of some soreness in the late seat of pain, 
and of weakness. 

Take Nox Vomica 12th, twice a day. Cured. 



VI 
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Case VII. — Mrs. C. D — 's child, aged 9 months. 

November 11th, 1846. — A fine, healthy girl; but her mother not 
liaving sufficient milk to support her, she has, the last two months, been 
fed occasionally on artificial food. During the same period she has been 
disordered in her bowels : purged about six or eight times in the twenty - 
four hours. Her evacuations have a slimy, green appearance, and are 
passed with a good deal of straining ; and she draws up her legs, and 
cries out with pain. 

Take Chamomilla, three times a day. 

16th. — Perfectly well the last two days. 




ISFLAMMATION OF THE KIDNEYS 
AND BLADDER. 

TuE menibera of the old achool of medicine test the virtues 
of tbeir remedies only ou the sick patient. Besidea the con- 
eidenition, that the period when a person is labouring under 
disease is the least appropriate that could be selected for 
making him the subject of an experiment. It must at once be 
evident, that euch a practice can never lead to exact and 
trust-worthy results ; inasmueh as under such circumstances, 
it is impossible to distinguish between the symptoma which 
the remedy might originate, and those which belong to the 
disease. The physician is thus always in the dark as to the 
pure healing powers of bis remedy. This is one source of 
the confusion and uncertainty which characterise his oper- 
ations. 

It ia an essential point in the Homosopathic system, that 
all medicines should he tested upon the healthy hody before 
they are applied to the removal of disease. By this plan we 
ascertain, with the utmost precision, the remedial properties 
of any given substance, and are enabled to foretell what 
effect it will produce, when admuiistered to a sick person. 
It was by a process of this sort that Hahnemann first brought 
to light the HomiBopathic law; it ia the basis on which it 
rests, and on which, after years of toil, its illustrioua dis- 
coverer erected that imperishable monument to his genius 
and perseverance — his Materia Medica Pura. 

Another serious obstacle in the path of old physic, ia the 
custom of mixing a number of different medicines together 
in the same prescription. The disadvantages of this practice 
are keenly felt, even by the professors of Allopathy themselves. 
One of them, Sir John Forbes, declares, " our system is 
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here greatly and radically wrong. Our official formulsB are 
already moat abaurdlj and mischievously complex, and our 
fashion is to double and redouble the existing compleiities. 
This eyatem 13 a most serioua impediment in the way of 
ascertaining the precise and peculiar powers of the individual 
drugs, and thus interferes in the most important manner vrith 
the progress of therapeutics. Nothing has a greater ten- 
dency to dissociate practical medicine from science, and to 
stamp it as a trade, than this system of pharmaceutical 
artifice."* 

With this confeasion on their lips, these gentlemen, like 
parents who at length view even the follies of their children 
with something like admiration, still adhere to a fashion they 
condemn. This is the more remarkable, as its relinquish- 
ment would interfere in no degree either with their principles 
or practice, beyond the mere simplification of their prescrip- 
tiona. So inveterate, however, is the habit, that the pre- 
scriber can acarcely bring himself, under any circumstances, 
to its abandonment. Administering only a few drops of 
laudanum, he cannot trust himself to eihihit it in pure water, 
but must needs mystify its action by admixture with ayrups 
and scented waters : forgetting that every medicinal sub- 
stance, however seemingly simple in itself, possesses a peculiar 
action of its own, differing from that of every other medicine. 
If this be true (and who will deny it P) of medicines even of the 
some elaas — aperients, for instance — what good can reasonably 
be expected from those compounds, which, consisting of 
ingredients the most contradictory, are intended also to pro- 
duce effects the most inconsistent — compounds in which 
cathartics, diuretics, diaphoretics, and expectorants, are either 
jumbled together in the same draught, or swallowed almost 
simultaneously in the multiplied forms of piUs, mixtures, and 
powders! If, under such circumstances, the patient has the 
good fortune to recover, it is clearly impossible to decide to 
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which of the ingredients employed aoy benefit he may have 
derived, should be attributed. 

The HomoDopathist, on the other hand, never administeri 
more than one remedy at a time ; and so egcapea all that 
uncertainty and indefiniteness which Burrounds. and to a 
great extent nullifies, the action of Allopathic mediciueB, 

The most prejudicial effect of the errors I have named, is 
the want of faith they engender in the minds of medical men, 
as to the healing powers of medicines generally. How else 
can we account for the remnrkable fact, that with two or 
three exceptions, the Allopathist possesses no single internal 
remedy to which he dare confide in the treatment of any 
acute disorder: but in almost every case falls back upon a 
totally different, and 'what he considers a more powerful class 
of agents — bleeding, leeching, and blistering. 

These remarks are suggested by the almost total want of 
correct information, which to tJiia day esists among Allopa- 
thists, as to the proper action of the Spanish-fly. It is noto- 
rious, that not withstanding their long acquaintance vrith this 
drug as a stimulant to the akin, !ind their familiarity with the 
fact that when bo employed, it is apt to become absorbed 
into the system, and esert a powerful action on the kidneys 
and bladder, they never dream of trusting to it, as the 
IIomiEOpathist does, aa one of the most energetic, speedy, 
and certain remedies in active inflammation of tboae organs. 
Had they made themselves acquainted, by Hahnemann's 
process, with the pure medical virtues of this drug, they 
would not, as they do now, restrict its use, almost exclusively, 
to the insignificant office of raising a blister. 

At the risk of appearing immethodical, I have ventured to 
include inflammation of the bladder and the kidneys under 
one head. The fact that the same treatment is to a great 
extent applicable to both diseases, and the desire to avoid 
tautology and unnecessary proliiity, have determined me in 
the adoption of this course. 

The Bubjoined cases have been selected from a number of 
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others of the same kind (in which a variety of medicineB 
were used), chiefly with a view of illuBtrating the observations 
just offered conccming the curative powers of Cantharis. 
There are, indeed, but few eases, in which, especially at the 
commencement, this remedy may not be employed with 
advantage; and, in same, it is alone sufficient to effect a 



Case I.— E. B — , aged 34 years. A delicate man, often ailing. 

May 4tb, 1S47.— T'elt unwell tliree daja ago, wilb geaernl languor, and 
aching in his limbs. The da; before jcsUrday, nas confined to bed. 
Yesterday, tliongh far from well, went to hia cmplojment, but becoming 
mnch worse he is again at home, and presents the following ci 

the middle of the back, in the region of the 
kidneys, of a fixed, nchlng character, and much incrciised by pressure. 
In the firat instance he vsa a good deal troubled with ajmpathctic affec- 
tion of the bladder — having almost incessaut desire to rchcvc it, and 
passing but a few drops at a time — and that, the colour of blood. This 
irritation has somewhat subsided, bat the urine still maintains the a 
ftppearonce, and b very small in quantity. In addition to these local 
symptoms, he is cocstitutionaliy disordered — sufiering severe headache, 
nansea, longing for cold drink ; having alternate beats and chills ; a rnpid, 
small, hard pulse ; and troublesome cougli. 

Take Aconite 3d, and Cantharis 3d, alternately every four hours. 

6th. — He is greatly relieved. The pain in his back is much less; 
urine clearer, aod of lighter colour, though still small in quantity ; fever 
abated, and very little tliirat. 

Take Aconite twice in twenty hours. Continue tbe Cantharis a: 
bef 

With this supply of medicine he quite recovered; and resaniBd his J 
occupatiou on the lOtb. 

Case II.— C. D- 

April 30th, 1818.— Tcu o'clock in the evening.— I'or the last tbree 
weeks has suffered pain around the back and abdon 
plains of severe pain in the right kidney; and pressure i: 
almost makes bim faint. The pain follows the ci 
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]i]ioatiag the bUdder, snd causing incessant desire to void uriue. TLe 
Ust four dajs this fluid has looked like blood, and is now very small iu 
(juautitj. He wna very sick tliis moniiiig, and vomited a little blood. 
Coustitutionally, he is also very ill ; is weak and depressed, and has an 
anxious expressiou of coouteiuuice ; Uis head aches ; he is vet; 
Ihirsty ; and has no appetite. He has been prescribed for bj a 
medical gentlcninn, bnt has derived no benefit whatever Ecom Ihe 
medit^ine. 

lake A.conitc 3d, lo begin with ; and follow it, after a lapse of fonr 
hours, by Cuntharis ISlh ; to bo repeated at like iolervala. 

Ma; 1st. — He got almost instantaoeous relief after the first dose of 
Spaniab-fly. He does not complain at all of the pain in his back. He 
still feels a dull aching in the region of tlie bladder— but was not under 
the necessity of relieving it at all in the night, and only twice this 
morning. When be did so, the fluid was moro copious, and b'gbter in 
colour. 

Continue the Cantharis, every foar hours. 

Sd. — The kidney and bladder are free from pain and irrltatioo, the 
secretion is healthy, and proper in quality and quantity. He is trnahled 
only by some dyspeptic symptoms, for which he has 
Nux Vomica ISth, twice a day. 

4t!i.— Well enongh to resume his employment. Hlis a good 
appetite, and feels only an occaaioual aching iu the stomach and 

Take Sulphur 12th, at bedtime. Cured. 

In introducing the following cases, illuatrative of the 
Homteopathic actioD of CanthariB in inflammation of the 
bladder, it may be useful to the general reader to be informed, 
that whereas iu inflammation of the kidneys, the original 
diaeoae is situated high up in the loins, and the bladder, if at 
all effected, is so aympatbetieally ; in the cases now to be 
related, the bladder is the principal seat of disease, and the 
characteristic symptoma are referable particularly to that 
organ. They consist mainly, in pain in the lower part of the 
abdomen ; an unhealthy state of urine ; and an inceBsaot, 
and moat distressing deabe to pass it. 



Cass III. — Mrs. M — , aged about 40 years. 

Febrnarj 14tli, 1847,— Has been ill fonr ilajs, witli diatresaing feeling 
in the lower part of the abdomen, and frequent desire to void lier orine ; 
whicb causes an intolerablH cutting paia as it passes, and contains a 
thick, jellow, stringj sort of sediment. During the last eight weeks 
she haa been (ronhled with a pain in the lower right side of tlie abdomen, 
conBiderably increased bj pressure, and by motion. She is feTeriah and 
thirsty ; and has losl her appetite. 

Take Aconite 3d, first, then Cantharis 13th, every fonr hours. 

IStli. — Afternoon.— She is much better, having lieen necessitated to 
relieve the bladder only three limes since early in the morning ; the fluid 
passes much more easily, and looks clearer ; she has some pam in the 
lower part of the back. 

Continue the medicine. 

18th.— The urine is healthy, and troubles her but very little ; her 
general health also is fast improving. 

Take Sulphur 12tb, twice a day ; with which she got perfectly well, 
and reqnired no further aid. 



Case IV.— William N— , aged 28 years. 

February 17th, 1S47- — Has heeniUa week with pain in the region of 
the bladder, attended with frequent urging to niicturate ; the fluid having 
a thick, milky appearance, and causing him much pain in its paaaage. 
The pain also extends into the lower part of the back, and paaaea thence 
down to the thighs and legs. He is very feverish ; and haa head- 
ache, thirst, and loss of appetite. There is no evident canse of the 

To take Aconite and Cantlims I2t!i, alternately, every four honrs. 
10th. — The urinary symptoms have entirely disappeared. His head 
is also much better : but he complains now of pain extending from the 
loins upwards to the shoulders— much increased by the warmth of bed 
and by motion. He is liable to rheumatic piiins, and this appears to be 
of that character. 

Take Bryonia 13th, three times a day. 
sad.— Well, with the exception of a little headache. 

Take Belladonna 12th, every night. Cured. 
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Case V. — P. M — , a robust man, aged 38 jetan. 

December 15tli, 1848. — Was seized rather suddenly, a fortnight since, 
with irritation of the bladder, attended with a heavy, doll pain in the 
lower part of the abdomen, frequent urging to micturate, and the void- 
ance of small quantities of cloudy urine. These symptoms have con- 
tinued gradually to increase, until to-day they became so intense as to be 
no longer tolerable : he therefore seeks my assistance. The urine is now 
muco-purulcnt, passed almost incessantly a few drops at a time, and suc- 
ceeded on each occasion by nearly as much pure blood. There is also 
general excitement of the system, indicated by fever, thirst, &c. There 
is no gonorrhoea. 

Take Aconite 6th, and Cantharis 6th, alternately, every four hours, 

16th. — He is astonished at the sudden relief he has obtained. The 
irritation has nearly all subsided. He has emptied the bladder only three 
times in the course of the day. The fluid still bears much the same 
characters, and cuts him, as it has done all along, in its passage. 

Continue the medicines. 

18th. — Little or no irritation in any way. 

Take Hyoscvamus 12 th, three times a day. 

20th. — Return of most of the symptoms, in a mitigated form. 
Resume Cantharis 12th, three times a d^y. 

21st. — Again progressing most prosperously. The fluid more healthy 
— occasionally a drop or two of blood. 

Take Cantharis, twice a day. Nux Vomica, at bedtime. 

From this date the restoration of the bladder to its normal condition 
was steady and uninterrupted. Interchanged with Cantharis, he took, 
to complete the cure, Nux Vomica, Sulphur, and Calcarea. 




INFLAMMATION OF THE BSAIN. 



Mant of the slighter affections of the brain, giving rise to 
headache and other aymptomB, clearly referahle to disorder 
of that organ, are douhtleea of on inflammatory character ; 
but active inflamiaation of the brain, eieept aa it is originated 
by, and forma a part of, some other disease, is, in adults, 
comparatively a rare complaint. The injurious effects accru- 
ing from the use of ardent spirits, and resulting in delirium 
tremens, form no exception to this remarji ; for besidea that 
the latter complaint is distinguished by other peculiaritieH, it 
is pretty well ascertained to consist rather in irritation, than 
inSammation, of the brain. In children, again, in whom the 
disease shows itself most frequently and fatally, it is generally 
traceable to a sympathetic connexion with irritation eaisting 
in some other part of the body. How rarely do wo meet 
with a case of water on the brain, unallicd with some disorder 
in the abdominal cavity ? 

Treated AJlopatbicaDy, there is scarcely any other disease, 
in which the abstraction of blood by the lancet, cupping, 
and leeches, ia employed ao unaparingly. Whether simple, 
combined with fever, or arising from external injury, it 
yields with surprising facility to the action of Homteopathie 
remedies. Subjoined are the only three distinct cases of the 
first of these kinds, that have lateJy come under my obser- 
vation. 



Case I. — W. S — , a hearty young man, aged 20 years. 

Jauaarj 38tli, 1847.— He has bcea travelling in the north of 
England, on business, and caught cold on his joumej home about a week 
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Atlliree o'cloct jestcnlsj Lc was aeizpd with sbiieiiag and violent 
pain ill the head. He trcDt to bed (vlirre he now remains) ; took two 
aperient pills, n'hich acteJ freely. At tlie present time, i p.m., he is in 
the following state : be lies with his neck stretched out and head thrown 
back on the pillow, fram which position be cannot bear to move. Kb 
complains of intense pain in the forehead, over the ejes ; he cannot tole- 
rate tbe leaat light or noise — his brow is knit, ejes red and angry- 
looking. His skin, especially that of tbe forehead, is hot and dry ; pulse 
115, full, and hard i his mouth and tongue are dry, and there is incessant 
thirst. He has no pain in any other part of the body. He is represented 
as being liable to " flow of blood to tlie head" — but never had such an 
attack as this before , 

Take Aconite 3d directly; then Belladonna 3d, every two honra. 

39th. — Morning. — Some amelioration — head not so hot and painful; 
thirst not BO ui^nl ; pulse same in frequency, but not so hard and 
throbbing ; akin cooler. 

Take Aconite 3d, and Belladonna 3d, every three hours, alternately. 

30th. — He is quite another creature. He exclaims, on my entering 
bis room, and asking how he does. " I am all right now, sir;" his ap- 
pearance verifies the assertion. A load seems to have been remored from 
his brain ; his countenance is cheerful and animated, and be sits up in 
bed and converses witliont inconvenience. His head is coo! to the hand, 
and he complains of no pain beyond a little jarring over the right eye, 
caused by a slight cough, with which he is troubled. He slept well kst 
night. His tongue is n\oist, and he suffers but little from thirst. He 
bos some inclination for food. 

Slat.— He iaup, and dining off boiled fowl. Cured. 

Cabe II. — Mrs. 8 — , aged 67 years. A delicate person, much 
afflicted in different ways. She ia more particularly liable to 
head attacks, for which she has been repeatedly cupped, 
leeched, and blistered. She suffered an attack very similar to 
that under which rIib now labours, only not so severe, ten 
years ago, whilst residing at Oxford, and Imderwent strong 
depleting meaaurea for its relief; among others, the appli- 
cation of a blister to the back of the neck, which was kept 
open a fortnight. 

March 7th, 1S4S, — Her head has not been right for the laatweek, and 
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for three days past it has got much worse. She ia now conSued lo bci), 
cotDplainiiig of a throbbing, and hard, aching pain right tlirough the head, 
from bagk to front: light and auise distract her; she can get no sleep, 
and feels as if she woidd lose her senses. She sees everything donble : 
the forehead and top or llie liead are burning hot to the hand. Her 
pulse is full and hard, and 100 in B minute ; she is very thirst; ; her 
tongue is font, but moist. She had a shivering fit jeslerday, aud vomited 
at the same time. She has taken api^rient aud other medicines, used 
cold lotions, &o,, to no purpose. 

Take Acouite 3d, directly ; repeat it in four hours. Tlien commence 
with Belladonna 3d, and repeat it every four hours. 

8th — Vorj great amendment. She has no pain in tlie head — hrr 
forehead ia cool— slie can bear light without inconTenienoe. Her pulse 
is soft, aud only 65 in a minute ; skiu cool ; no nausea. 
Continue Belladonna. 

10th. — Still improTing. She complaiiis of some epigastric teudemess, 
and at times alight confusion in the head. 

Take Pulsatilla 6th, twice a day; and Sulph. 12t!i, at bedtime, 
for three nights. 

ISlh. — She visits me at mj house, feeling as well as usuid. 



Case III. — Sane C — , aged 5 yeara. A delicate, fair, and \ 
unuawally intelligent cliild ; belonging to a BcrofulouH fainily. 

October 10th, 1847.^^Has been under treatment two or three days 
for cold and cough. Lost night she was seized suddenly with a train of i 
the most urgent symptoms ; high inflammatory fever; intense headache; ' 
burning hot skin; insatiable thirst; rapid and throbbing pulse; quick; , 
breathing ; pain, distension, and excessive tenderness of the abdomen ; 
extreme prostration. 

Take Aconite 6th, every two Lours. 

Evenuig. — Much the same ; eicept tliat the head appears more 
gently affected; she buries it in the pillow; shuts her eyes; cannot 
endure the slightest disturbance or noise, uor the admission of the least 
Ught. 

Alternate the Aconite with Belladonna 6th, every two hours. 

11th, — Tho febrile symptoms, that ia to say, the heat of akin, aud I 
thirst, and rajiidity of pulse, have in some degree subsided. The head I 
■Bjmptoms still coutinue, and are, if anjtliing, more urgent and scri 
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she starts, and screams ; is sUghtlj convulsed with the motion of the 
eyes ; keeps them closed against the light ; and cannot bear the least 
disturbance. Her tongue has a yellow and white coating. Complains 
of a sharp pain in the right side of the cheat. 

Take Bryonia 3d, every three hours. 

12th. — Relief in most respects. Takes notice; chats, at intervals; 
more tolerant of light ; head cooler ; side easier ; skin moist ; not so 
thirsty. 

13th. — In the night the head became again much worse ; and there is 
now threatening of water on the brain : she lies in a state of partial 
coma — drowsy, heavy, and lethargic ; eyelids half closed ; pupils slug- 
gish ; screams and starts, without apparent cause; and rolls her head at 
times. Urine suppressed. 

Take Helleborus 6th, every three hours. 

14th. — Decided amendment. Less lethargic; more cheerful; head 
cooler ; skin soft and perspiring ; pulse mild and soft ; she opens her 
eyes, and chats for a minute or two occasionally, but again relapses into 
a dreamy state. 

Continue Helleborus. 

16th. — Still further and great amendment as regards the head, which 
appears to be permanently relieved : but she is now exceedingly weak. 
The tongue, though moist, is still coated ; she has a troublesome cough ; 
and is relaxed in her bowels. 

Take Khus 12th, three times a day. 

Continuing this medicine two or three days, then Mercuiius for pro- 
fuse perspiration, and lastly Sulphur, her amendment was rapid, and her 
restoration complete. 



HTDEOCEPIL\I,Trs, OE, WATEE ON THE 

BEAIN. 



Thib name ia apt to mislead as to the real nature of the 
diaease, which is essentially inflammatory — the dropsy of the | 
brain, from which the name originatea, being merely the effect 
of the previous inflammation. 

Children are more liable than adults to inflammation of the 
brain. This ia easily explained— the head of the child ia very I 
large in proportion to the rest of the body, and receives a 
proportionately large quantity of blood — the eirctilation is 
more rapid, and from the proximity of the heart to the bead, ' 
the blood is propelled to the brain with greater freedom, if j 
not greater force, tban in manhood — the nervous system, i 
which the brain is the centre, ia eiceedingly excitable i 
young persona; and, aa in them a very intimate aympathy 
enstB between the diflbrent parta of the frame, they are bo 
much the more obnoiioua to the exciting causes of inflamma- 
tion generally, and of the brain in particular. A local pain, 
which in older peraons would produce no constitutional dis- 
turbance, occurring in a child, will throw the nervous syatei 
into a atate of dangerous excitement. Hence it happens, that I 
teething, and worms, and other inteatinal irritants, so fre- 
quently act as the exciting causes of Hydrocephalus. 

The great fatality which attenda this disease, added to the I 
insidious manner in which it often creeps upon its victim, ] 
renders it especially incumbent upon those who have the ' 
charge of children, to he watchful of the first symptoms of 
its approach. Here, as in many other diseases, it ia upon 
judicious treatment, apphed in the earliest stages, that our 
greatest chance of success depends. A few days' delay may 
render impracticable a cure, which, commenced earlier, might 
have been accomplished with comparative facility. It will 
be obaerved in the annexed casca, that the patienta had been 
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declining in health some time anterior to the more decided 
manifestations of the disease ; they had fallen off in their 
appetites ; had been disordered in their insides ; become list- 
less and inactive ; complained of headache ; had had restless 
nights, and started in their sleep, as if frightened by unplea^ 
sant dreams : these are the premonitory symptoms, against 
which it behoves the friends of the little creatures to be care- 
fully on their guard. 

We have alluded to the dangerous character of this disorder. 
Its incurableness has passed into a medical proverb ; and it 
must be confessed that the results of the old system of treat- 
ment, have supplied plausible grounds for such an impression. 
1 have, myself, tested all the usual Allopathic remedies : have 
bled by lancet and leech, applied blisters and other counter- 
irritants, used ice to the head, endeavoured to salivate by 
mercury employed in every conceivable shape — with the 
uniformly unfortunate result of losing every patient that ever 
came under my care, with one solitary exception. 

Since I began to practice Homoeopathy it has fallen to my lot 
to treat, perhaps, more than an average number of these cases ; 
and, though I cannot boast of having saved them all, I yet 
have the satisfaction of knowing that my efforts have been 
crowned with an amount of success, such as before I should 
never have anticipated. 



Case I. — I. W — , a boy, aged 2 years, of thin, spare habit, and 

delicate constitution. 

April 24tb, 1846. — Has been prescribed for two or three times since 
the 15th, having been subject to crying fits, and drawing up of his legs, 
as if pained in his stomach : there was a curious convulsive movement of 
the tongue from corner to corner of his mouth ; he also threw his head 
back, and turned up his eyes, unnaturally. The principal sulPering 
however, was referable to his stomach. For the relief of these symptoms 
he had 

Chamomilla and Bryonia. 



OE, WATBB ON THE BBilH. 1-17 1 

Tills uioraiQg uueijiUTOCal a^iii)itoms of vater on tlie braiu uiuilfest 
tlicmschcs, in repeated, luinatura], loud, pierciug screams ; accompaaied 
b; B forcible jerking backwards of tbc Lead and nUoulders, wliich cffurC 
partially arouses liim out of a droivaj stupor, in wliicb he at other times 
remains : his ejes are sunk ; the eyelids half closed, and (he papils con- 
tracted ; Ilia head is baming hot ; cheeks at times flusheil ; the rest of 
the body, espeoislly the legs and feet, cool ; pulae rather slow, 
and labouring ; his tongue is coated with thick, white, and yellow 
mueas ; and the papillK^ are promineat ; bis bowels act regularly. i 

Take Belladouiia 61I1, and Mercurius 6tb, alternately. 

2BLh. — Four days later. During the first two days there was little or 1 
no amendment ; on the contrary, the symptoms seemed to gain ground ; I 
he became hot and flushed; there was complete inseusibJity ; dilated I 
pupils; rolhng of the head, and other convulsive movements— tlie same I 
nneartbly screams. So. On the third day Helleboras 6lh was alternated 1 
with Mercurius ; from that time a decided improvement commenced, and I 
to-day there has been no screaming ; the bead is cooler; the eyes less I 
sunken, and look bright and intelligent ; he recognises his parents, and I 
understands what is said to him. He still lies on his back, and rolls his 1 
head, at times ; his tongae is cleaning : bis bowels act regularly once a 1 

Continue the same medicines. 
29th. — He baa slept soundly for the first time during his illness, 
without any convulsive movement whatever. His bead is of a natural 
warmth . there is uo tosaifig or rolling ; no thirst ; he may, in short, he 
pronounced out of danger. Not to fire the reader with further minute 
details, it will be sufficient to state, lliat bis recovery from this time was 
rapid and satisfactory ; and that on the 2d of May be was sitting up, 
playing with bis toys. He continued the Mercurius for a day or two 
longer ; and then had Sulphur to complete the care. Medical men will 
reoogtiisQ in this sketch, one of those alarming and unpromising cases, in 
the treatment of which the ordinary remedies bold out not the sligbtcBt 
liopes of recovery. 



Case II. — Honry L — , i 



f, aged 6 years. 



September 20th, t8i7. — Has been drooping some time i the last week 
■o much so, as to induce bis parents to take him to a druggist, who pre. 
BCribed a powder and mixture. He has now all the symptoms of hraiu 
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disease, accompaiiied b; gastric derangcuieot ; Ues doubled up in bed, 
hu knees drawn up to his stomach; cauuut bear tbe abdomen to b<i 
touched ; is ver; drows; and licav^ ; &ad nbeu uot disturbed, remains 
cunalantlj in a stupor, witb half-closed eyes, and open mouth. When 
aroused, and also at other times, he atarta aud screams out in a loud, 
piercing crj : his features are sunk ; his mouth and nostrils sore, 6rj, 
and black ; bis tongue drj, coniraotcd, uid thickly coated, brown and 
yrJlow ; the edges and papillm bebg of a deep red colour. The skin of 
the whole body, more particolarlj of the head and abdomen, dry andhot. 
He b thirsty, and has no appetite. His bowels are rather relaxed, s 
the evacuations unhealthy. Uis pnlse beats 125 in the minute, and 
is hard, and incompressible. He is harassed by a short, backing 

Take Arsenicum 6th, every four hours. 
22il. — Much the same, except that the tongue appears to be cleaning 
at the edges, and there is not so much thirst. 

Continue Arsenicum 6th, every four hours. 
S5th, — The symptoms remaining much the same, iritb some shades 
iinly of amendment, he is ordered 

Helleborns 6 th, every four hours. 

STth. — Decided improvement. Tongue moist, and clewiug rapidly ; 

skiu cool ; very little thirst ; pulse more natural, and soft ; his eyes 

Hro cleat aud bright, he opens them wide, and looks intelligent, and 

calm 1 little or no screauiing ; and he remains awake nearly all 

He oontinued the medicine, and in a few days was perfectly r 
stored. 



Cabb hi. — G. L — , a boy, aged 3 years. 






June IQlh, 1S17.— Wm taken poorly three or four days i 
disordered bowels, and two evenings since fell into the ; 
uow romaiua ; namely, drowsy aiid heavy in the bead, which 
buck over his mother's arm, displaying the greatest repugnance to being 
moved or disturbed ; his brow is knit and frowning ; eyelids droopiog; 
puinls pootrnotcJ ; the eye dull, and inexpressive ; his head, as well u 
the body gonorallj, hot and dry; breathing short; pulse 160 
■ninute, nnd throbbing ; is very thirsty ; cannot bear the least ui 
nvnids tlif li^lit. His tongue is wl' ' 'liiokly coated ; bowels slil! 
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uiiiiealth; and irregular; le is esceedioglj weak, his limbs iiang about 
powerless, and he wastes awaj. 

Take Aeouite 13th, and BcUadoMia 12th, alteniHtelj, at iutervnis of 

30th. — "Was delirious the greater part of the night, bnt tbia morning 
wQiiderfullj improved ; bis skin is perfeetlj cool; pulse fallen from 
iO to 100. Hq is not nearlj so thirsty. His ejes look iieavj, and he 
still frowns, at times. 

Omit tiie Aconite, and continue the Belladomia. 
Slst.— There is au increase of the stupor; but his skin ia still cool; 
pulse rather labouriug. 

Take ndlcborus 6tb, every four hours. 
22d. — Very eonsidcnible amendment : he ia comparatiTety cheerful 
and liTelj, aud asks for food, which he Las hitherto loathed. His tongue 
ia cleaning fast ; he baa yerj little thirst. 

Continue Helleboms. 
From this time be appeared to recover perfectly : he look his food; 
n about the house ; slept well ; aud complained of nothing bat an ' 
occasional headache. 

On July the 3d, he was brought lahouriag under a temporary relapse : 
feverish ; lieavy in head ; aud frowning. 

Take Bryonia 3d, every four hours. 
I. — Greatly relieved in every respect. He had naolher sujiplj of 
medicine, under the influence of which he got quite welt. 

Case IV. — M. A. M — , a girl, 2^ years old. 

June 17th, 18-17. — Has been falling off in health for some time past. 
Three nights ago, whilst in bed, was very hot and feverish, and poorly 
llhe next day. Yesterday she became very ill indeed, lying about the 
ixoom, complaining of headache, and referring all her suffering to that 
art. She is now drowsy and heavy; eyelids drooping; eyes sunk deep 
^. ji their sockets ; mouth eloaelj puckered up ; cheeks flushed ; head and 
the rest of the body dry and hot ; pulse quick and throbbing ; tongue 
iboated white, witi) red projecting papillce ; she is very thirsty ; her 
breathing is quick, and there is some bronchial cough ; the bowels 
ire quite regular. She avoids the light, and is distressed by the 
ast noise; she starts suddenly from her sleep, aud screams, as if 
ightened. 

Take Aconite 12th, every four hours' 
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ISth. — No amendment. Still drowsy; screaming and starting con- 
stantly ; bot and thirsty. 

Take Belladonna 6th, every two hours. 

19th. — Wonderfully relieved: fever and thirst greatly diminished; 
slept well, and only required a little drink tvrice in the night; no 
screams or starts ; her tongue is cleaning ; the child looks placid 
and intelligent ; she sat up in bed this morning, and chatted to her father. 

Continue Belladonna, three times a day. 

22d. — Still much better — indeed all but well. She continued her 
medicine a few days longer; and without the recurrence of any unto- 
ward symptom was perfectly restored. 



Case V. — E. B — , a girl, aged 7 years, 

January 17th, 1848. — From the description given of her previous 
health, she has evidently been falling off for some time past ; she is now 
labouring under premonitory symptoms of Hydrocephalus — the most 
urgent being referable to the bowels, which are much relaxed, and other- 
wise in an unhealthy condition. 

Take Mercurius 6th, three times a day. 
19th. — Considerably worse: stupid, heavy, lethargic; starts and 
screams; is hot in head, feverish, and thirsty; her tongue dry, and 
coated brown. 

Take Belladonna 6th, every four hours. 
22d. — Still worse : perfectly lethargic, and unconscious of every- 
thing; she screams and starts terribly; rolls her head; lips, tongue, 
and teeth, black and dry, and covered with thick, hard, offensive matter ; 
pulse vei7 rapid ; skin and head very hot. 

Take Helleborus 12th, Rhus 12th, every four hours, alternately. 
24th. — Decided improvement in all the symptoms : lips and tongue 
moist, and cleaning ; more quiet and intelligent, and no screaming. 

Continue the medicines. 
26th. — Progressive amendment: tongue and lips clean; head, and 
skin generally cool ; bowels act healthily : she wants food. 

Continue Helleborus. 
29th. — Doing exceedingly well in all respects : sits up in bed, takes 
notice, and plays with her toys; tongue clean; bowels regular; no 
thirst ; sleeps soundly. 

Take a few doses of Sulphur. 
February 1st. — Cured. 



DELIEIUM TEEMEXS. 

Of all the vices which meet with their punishment on this | 
Bide of the grave, there is noue to -vrhich ia attached ho sure 
and ready a retrihution as drunkenness. Decay of health 
and fortune are its first fruits , and if the wretched devotee 
be permitted to pass the summer-time of life, premature 
decrepitude of body, and imbecility of mind, are his autumn 
gatherings. There is yet another fate that may avrait him — 
death, impatient of his prey, may claim his victim in hia mid- 
career. If he do so, the instrument with which he commonly 
strikes the fatal blow, is delirium tremens. 

Though not invariably the result of over indulgence in 
spirituous drinks, it is so in so large a majority of instances, 
as to have obtained for it the popular name of the " drunk- 
ard's disease." A more awful malady can hardly be con- 
ceived. Its most striking symptoms, as its name implies, are 
delirium, and trembling. The latter shows itself chiefly in 
the hands; the patient being unable to hold anything 
steadily. To give a description of the delirium, would be to 
depict all the horrors which the human mind, robbed of its 
reasoning powers, is capable of enduring. " Objects of the 
most appalling description sometimes present themselves to 
the patient's imagination ; he will be possessed with the idea 
that he is persecuted by evil spirits, who are on the point of 
carrying him away, or are preparing to destroy him ; or he 
may fancy he is surrounded by assassins ; and cases ore 
recorded where the unfortunate sufferers actually expired 
while exerting themselves to the utmost, to ward off the 
violenee they supposed was intended them. Sometimes the 
most whimsical notions arise ; thus a patient will imagine 
iHiat rats or mice, or other troublesome vermin, are running 

»s 
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over bim, or near him ; that he U employed iu drawing 
rihanda from the ends of his fingers, with numberleBB extra- 
vagancies of a similar nature.'" This is a picture of the 
disease in a severe form ; but it presents itself in every shade 
of violence, from the alight bodily indisposition, mental 
depression, and watchfulness, which mark its first stage, up 
to that point which terminates in raving madness and death. 

It is fortunate when the medical man's aBsistance is sought 
in the earliest stages of the complaint, since it is then that 
his services are of moat avail. When it baa been neglected 
and allowed to become confirmed, especially in habitual drunk- 
ards, the prognostication is generally unfavorable — always 
doubtful. 

The treatment of delirium tremens imder the old system, 
uotnithstanding that it appears to have foimd sometbiiig like 
a point of general consent in the use of opium, is neverthe- 
less, in some respects, involved in difiiculties. 

The disease is supposed to consist rather in irritation than 
in inflammation of the brain. Whilst in some cases the 
Hymptoms of the latter state are unequivocal, and in many 
others it is very difficult to distinguish clearly between these 
two conditions, in both, bleeding is supposed to he requisite. 
The difficulty consists in determining when it should be 
adopted, and to what extent it should be carried. Imagine 
an inexperienced nmn called upon to decide this knottj 
point, with the following passage for his guide. " In young 
and vigorous subjects, and where there exists evidence of 
locd determination, a single moderate bleeding from the 
arm, or the application of leeches to the temples, or behind 
the ears, may prove ugeful ; but the bleeding should never be 
large, and veiy seldom Kill it he projier to repeat it; while 
generally speaking, it should be rejected, as a practice which 
has too often done mischief, and has not unfrequentlg destroyed 
the patient." ' 

' Dr. H. M. Carter, ' Cjclopffidia, Practical Medicine." 
= Ibid. 



tItJM TBEMEKS. 



15S ' 



That man must be endowed with uncommon visual acute- 
ueBB, who could see hia way clear by the light of auch a rule j , 
and possessed of more boldness than discretion, if, to obtain fl 
the doubtful benefit of bleeding, he would be content to incur " 
the fearful risk attached to that operation. Without decrying 
the unquestionable power of large dosea of opium in this 
disease, my eaperience leads me to believe, that all the 
good which it con achieve, may be obtained quite as effec- 
tually, and much more safely, by this and other medicines, 
in Homceopathic quantities. It has fallen to my lot to treat 
eight or nine cases since I embraced Homteopathy. The 
two most violent out of the number terminated fatally ; but 
it is a remarkable fact, that in both those instances, from the ■ 
intervention of ADopathic advice, opium was administered in 
large doses. In one case the patient fell iuto a profound 
stupor, from which he never awoke. In the other — after 
sleeping for some time, he suddenly roused up, fell back in a 
convulsive shudder, and expired in a moment. What might 
have been the result, had the Homceopathic treatment been 
continued, it is of course impossible to determin& — but this 
is certain, that up to the time when the change of treatment 
was adopted, one of the cases was progressing so favorably, as 
to hold out some hope of a successful issue. 

Cabe I.— Mr. F — , aged 36 years. Dark hair, florid com- 
plexion. His occupation leads bim to drink large quantities 
of wine, and other stimulants. ' 

March 23d, 1848, — I received a note tliis morning-, whilst dressing, 
requesting my imn:iedi;it« altendance upon tLis patient, who, it was 
■Tepresented, v/aa "awfully nervons, and going ont of his mind." I 
foand him in bed, in a state of much excitement and agitation. He 
'had been drinking hard for a week jtrcvionsly ; had felt poorly two or 
three days, and yesterday was taken very unwell. He has hardly had a 
moment's sleep the last two nights ; he is afraid to close his eyes, for as 
as !ie does so, he starts up in terror. His look is an\ious, cjid 
Ws eye, glistening, quick, and restless ; he is constantly jumping up in 
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bed, for no purpose, and suddenly lying down again, being unable to 
remain in one position more than a minute or two together. His 
hands tremble like an aspen-leaf ; his skin is hot, and perspiring ; pulse 
quick, and thumping, but easily compressible; his tongue is white, 
and foul ; and he is very thirsty. He has already taken Calomel and 
Colocynth pills, salbie medicines, and a dose or two of Opium, with no 
other result than that just described. 

To remain in bed, and take Nux Vomica 3d, every hour. 
Nine o'clock in the evening. — He relates, that after the second dose 
of the medicine, he felt an extraordinary change come over him : all 
his nervousness vanished as by a charm, and he became perfectly calm 
and composed. He took some light nourishment, dressed himself, and 
went out and attended to some business, on which he was occupied 
several hours. After this he returned to bed, where I now find him, 
free from excitement, and to all appearance well. 

To take two or three doses of the medicines, at longer intervals. 

Cured. 



Case II. — T. C — , aged 50 years. Dark complexion, irritable 

temper. 

May 24;th, 1848. — Ten o'clock, night. Has been addicted to drinking 
many years. In his struggles to conquer this unfortunate propensity, 
he has several times taken "the pledge," and become a teetotaller; 
but, sharing the fate of too many others who contend with a long 
indulged appetite, he relapsed into his former habits, and is now in the 
eighth week of his intemperance. He began to feel the ill effects a 
month ago : became queer and inconsistent in his actions and conver- 
sation; irritable, impatient, and unsettled in temper; he lost his 
appetite; and got restless and disturbed nights. The last ten days, 
getting more and more lost, he has not been able to attend to his 
business; and to-day is in bed, exhibiting in a severe degree, the 
symptoms of delirium tremens. He gets no sound sleep — dozing only 
ill snatches of a few minutes at a time, and awaking in ''fits of mad- 
ness." He fancies there are a number of persons in his room, when 
only his wife is present ; at times he does not know her, and mistakes 
cue person for another ; imagines he is in another place than his own 
house ; is constantly talking about building ; sees curious houses moving 
about his bed-room ; and betrays other oddities, which it would be <U£e- 
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C$3 to name. His pulse is quick and full j skin liot; lie is verj thirstji 1 
and iiis tongue is dvy and parched. Tliere is not mucli trembLing ; but J 
he is exceedicglj weiik, ani his morements ure uusteadj. 
Take Niix Vomica Sd, everj tivo hours. 
S5th. — Noon. Eight hours after the lirst dose af medicine, be fell. I 
into a sound sleepj in which he remained the greater part of tlie night, I 
and awoke an altered person : his miiid calm and collected ; his nerrea 
quiet; hia thirst abated; his skin cool and persptrinjr ; and his pulse 
Bteadj. He got up about nine o'clock, aod walked some distance lo his J 
office; not to do any business, hut for the purpose of "showing himself." 1 
His wife asserts that he has not had so good a night as tbe last, ntHT I 
been so comfortable in the daj, as he is now, for a considerable time ] 

To live moderately, and take a few more doses of Nus Vomici 
Bejond this lie received no raedical attcndLUice. 



CiSE III.— C. J — ; aged 29 years, A stout, muscular man. 

Maj 2d, 1847- — 6 p.m. At intervals iudulges to excess, and is alwajs 
stupid for a day or two after. He got drunk ycsterdsj, and to-day I 
baa complained of headaclie, and loss of appetite, aod has not been able I 
to go to bis business. He has been restless, getting ia and out of bed 1 
repeatedly, walking aboat tbe room, and could not be induced to ait I 
down; has been very taciturn all day; scarce); uttering a word to any J 
one. Half an hour ago he was seized with a Bt, and fell on to tlie floor, 
and became strongly convulsed. He is now lying at full length on his 
back; the shaking of the limbs-^a kind of universal tremor — returning 
every four or live minutes, and at longer intervals ; this is superseded 
bj a strong convulsive action of the muscles of the back, by wbicli his J 
body becomes arclied forward, and bis whole weight lests on his head I 
and heels. His breathing at the same time becomes irre^ar, choking, I 
and spasmodic. He rolls his head ; his eyes are Used and glassy ; the I 
jinpils becoming alternately widely dilated, and strongly contracted. 

I immediately placed a few globules of Nui Vomica on his tongue,! 
repeated the dose at the end of fifieen minutes, and sat down to watch, I 



then 



ult. 



In half an. hour the convulsions entirely ceased. He sat up; event-B 
Dally stood up, and was led to his bed. He gradually recovered n 

and then relapsed into a kind of mental imbecility ; keprt 
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oonitanll; kissing al the bifstatiders, and making oLiicr ridicoluus oi 
and geaticulations. 

Take one more dose of Nux Vomica, and then Belladom 
every two hours. 

3d. — Bid not sieep at all last night; was restless; getting ii 
out of bed : talking incoherentl; of policemen, robbers, &e. Smee ^ 
ten o'clock (hie morning he has mended conaiderabi; ; becoming lea 
loquacious, and answering questions with more rationality ; but when 
hia attention is not arrested, he rambles a good deal in hia ideas. His 
skill is cool i pulse small aud quick. 

Contiune the Belladonna. 

4th. — A little better tiian yeaterdaj. No sleep ; piroxjams of 
irritability. 

Take Nui Vomica 3d, and Opium 3d, alternately, every four hours. 

5th. — Waa violent at eleven last night ; at twelve fell asleep, and 
with sliort iatervala, slept soundly till aeven this morning. He ia now, 
at noon, perfectly quiet, and onl; occasionally talks a little at random. 
Pulse soft ; skin cool. 

Continue the medicines. 

6tb. — There has been little or no wandering smce yesterday. At 
eight ill the evening there waa a slight return of the tremor of tba 
limbs, which liisted lialf an honr. 

Take Belladonna. 3d, every six hours. 

7th. — He ia quite calm aud collected ; there is no wandering ; he 
takes food; sleeps well; and is altogether so far restored as to require 
no further attendance at bis own abode. 

He took Nux Vomica, for two or three days longer; graduaUy 
recovered hia strength of mind and body ; and was discharged, cured. 



Case IV, — Mr. W. D — , aged 30 years. For yeara paat an 
liabitual drunkiU'd. The effects of his intemperance have 
been gradually developing tLemselves in tremblinga of the 
hands, uneteady apeech, irritaltility of temper, losa of appetite, 
and frequent empty vomitingB- in the morning. 

January 31st, ISiS. — The foregoing symptoms have become much 
aggravated bj a " a drunken bout " of several days' dnration. He ia 
now in a pitiable condition: one seldom sees a man so Ihoronghlj 
altered in mind and body. He is restless and agitated; twisting and 



BELIBIUM TSEMEKS. 159 

turning about in every direction. He cannot utter a sentence correctly, 
and his lips tremble as he speaks. A general tremor pervades his whole 
body; he gets no sleep, and if by chance he drops ofip for a few 
moments, he is tormented by horrible dreams. He is confused and 
dizzy in his head : exceedingly irritable and excitable in teni])er. He is 
very thirsty ; his tongue is " as dry as a chip/' and he is forced to keep 
it constantly moistened to enable him to speak or swallow. His 
stomach rejects everything he takes; and he has an accumulation of 
phlegm in the chest and throat, wliich he is unable to expectorate, and 
by whicli he fears he will be suffocated. His pulse is small, rapid, 
unsteady, and compressible. His skin is covered with a clammy 
perspiration. 

Take Nux Vomica 3d, every two hours ; Opium 3d, at bedtime. 

The next day, February 1st, he attends at my house, infinitely 
relieved. He slept pretty well during the night. 

Has vomited only once, and that slightly; is much more steady in 
his limbs and hands ; and more calm and comfortable in mind. His 
tongue is moist, and he is not so thirsty. Pulse more regular, and less 
freqnent, but still small and weak. He has taken a little light food. 

He continued the remedies two days longer — taking the Nux Vomica 
less frequently ; and left my care better than he had been for a consider- 
able time previously. 



APOPLEXT. 



This disease is usually divided into two stages, Tiis. 
premonitory or threatening stage, and tlie actual 
Neither of these is constant. The former may pass off 
leading to an apopJectic attack : the latter may au 
without any forewarning. Respecting the predispos 
exciting causes of these two conditions, and the exact 
the brain at the time, there ia the utmost uncertainty, 
fact that it is customary to quote almost every circumstB 
condition of life, physical aa well as moral, as favouring 
velopment, and the general admission that it may oi 
equally in the most opposite conditions of the brain, 
from throwing any useful light upon the subject, do bi 
that our nearest approximation to the truth amounts to 
more than conjecture. 

Under such contradictory circumsfcamcea, one would 
expected medical men to hesitate before they adopted,' 
unquestioning faith, any particular mode of treatment 
regulated by unerring rules j or, at least, to have ensured ti 
it Hhould he of such a character, as, if misapplied, it should 
lead to no injurious results. Tet what is the feet ? Why, 
that the Allopathist, not withstanding his incapability of 
determining whether the attack coosiat in the rupture of 
a vessel, serous effusion, a congested, or an exhausted 
state of the brain — never doubting the propriety of the step, 
but almostaa a rule— resorts at once to the abstraction (rf 
blood. 



This custom, it is true, haa, within the last few 



years, owing 



to the spread of more correct views on the subject of apoplexy, 
received something like a check ; yet, from the operation ai 
variety of causes, so little has thia alteration of 0[ 
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influenced tte general practice, that bleeding may still be pro- 
nounced the universal remedy. 

It must not be supposed from theee remarks, which are 
aimed at the indiscriminate adoption of a routine and hazard- \ 
ana practice, that Homceopathy, any more than Allopathy, 
pretends to cure every apoplectic patient ; on the contrary, it 
is well known that there are many cases (as for example, 
where, from the rupture of a vegsel, a large quantity of blood 
becomes effused and presses upon the brain), in which all 
medical treatment must, from a physical necessity, prove un- 
availing. In an instance of this kind, the two systems, as far 
aa relates to a cure, are on an equality [ but as far as they 
affect tho duration of the patient's existence, there is this dif- 
ference — that bleeding, by its weakening operation, hastens the 
final catastrophe, while the nature of the Homoeopathic reme- 
dies renders it impossible that they should ever exercise such 
a tendency. 

Again, if the case be not one of effusion, but of debility of ' 
the brain, or an enfeebled state of the general circulation, then 
bleeding, being in no case a cure for such a condition, instead 
of acting beneficially, can only increase the existing evU. Here 
also Homoaopathy enjoys a decided advantage. 

Coming lastly to the premonitory or threatening stage — 
that stage in which medical treatment, judiciously applied, 
may be really serviceable — the difficulties which attach to 
bleeding again present themselves. We can at the best only 
make a guess at the state of the brain, and cannot therefore j 
determine whether, or not, it wiU be benefited by the loss of' 
blood. Unnecessarily adopted, the discovery of the error is 
then too late — we cannot reinstate the patient in hia fonner 
condition. Awarding to this remedy all the merit its advocates 
claim, that of subduing the heart's action, and so lessening the 
impetus with which tho blood is propelled to the head, 
even here also it falls far below Aconite and some other | 
remedies. Tlius, in whatever point of comparison we view 
two systems, the advantage is equally on the side of HomtBO- ] 
pathy. 
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The manner in which an apopiertic fit cornea on, varies 
much in different cases. Tliere are, however, two modes 
which BO greatly (iredomiu ate over every other^aa to warrant 
a division of the subject into the gradual, tmd the sudden, 
Bcinure. The latter is too well known to need description- 
The former comprehends what may be termed the premonitory 
symptoms. These are very varioua, but are all referable to a 
disordered state of the sensorium ; the most constant, and that 
which causes most alarm, being vertigo, or swimming of the 
head. 

Connected not uncommonly with derangement of the di- 
gestive functions, this symptom is also frequently excited by 
other sympathiea of a. less obvious nature. When mild, and 
not miied with any other distinct apoplectic tendency, it is 
generally amenablo to abstinence and to the avoidance of any 
special cause to which it may be traceable. 

Our present bueineaa is with those severer cases in which 
the symptoms are of that aggravated type that, unless 
speedily relieved, reasonably lead one to fear the accession of 
aeriouB consequences. This condition is treated, Allopathically, 
much in the same way as the apoplectic seizure, viz., by 
bleeding, purgatives, and other active measures. "We have 
seeu in what respects this treatment is inferior to the 
Homoeopathic. 

Beyond this, I do not deem it necessary to dwell on the 
subject, but proceed at once to detail a few illustrative coses ; 
first of the threatening atage, and then of the apoplectic 
attack. 



Case I.— W. H— , aged 50. Very steady and temperate 
in his habits. 

June 13tli, 18i7. — Seized yesterda;?, at two o'clock, wliilst losding 
his cart, with dizziness and staggering, which caused him to hold by a 
post to prevent falling. He recovered himself a little and attempted to 
drive, but liad not proceeded many atupa before he fell two or three 
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times on to his liauda, and tvliea be got up could uot stand without sup- 
port. He became confused in Lis sight, uud could scutcelj distinguish 
the road. He has now a geacral acbing in tbe head, with a scnsatiou of 
lightness and swimming, hs sodu as he moves ; bia foreheatJ is unnaturally 
hot, liis pulse slow and throbbing. He has a little stitch in the riglit 
under the rib ; no tbirst ; tongue moist and clean ; bowels regular ; 
light causes liim no inconvenience. 

Take Nui Vomica 6th, every four hours. 
1-lth. — He is so much better aa to be able to walk to oiy house, a 
short distance from his own, without assistance. He began to mend in 
the artemoon, nud now has a slight headache with a little dizziness at 
i. Tlierc is also occasionally a singing in the right ear. He has a 
better appetite to-day ; his bowels have acted healthily, and he has no 
paiD in tbe side. 

Continue the medicine. 
17lh. — Much better still, althoagh there is yet a little diiziness when 
he stoops or walks fast. Feels Tcrj weak. 

Take two doaea of China 3d, six hours apart ; then Sulphur 12th, 
two doses, at the aome intervala. 
19th.— He can stoop to tie hia shoes ; ia cheerful ; nearly as active as 
usual 1 and in other respects, well. 

Repeat the medicines. 
31st. ^He haa simply a momentarj return of swimming, once or twice 

Take Conium 6tb, twice a day. Cured. 

Case II.— W. D — , aged 31. Stout built and florid com- 
plexion. Is very temperate. He has been liable to dizzinese, 
off and on, for yeara, and has been bled for it. He has now 
1>een sudering a month, and is forced to leave hia work in con- 
sequence. 

Jane S9th, lSi7. — He com|)lains of a h^d, thumping, plunging pain 
in the head, attended with dizziness and swimming. He is worse lying 
down, when everything seems to run round, aud he sees s^iarks flying 
about before his eyes. His sleep is disturbed and unrefresliiiig. Hia 
appetite hitelj has been very bad. His pulse is not much accelerated. 
He thinks bleeding would do liim good. 

Take Aconite 2d, directly ; sis. hours hence Belladonna 13th, 
and repeat it throe times a day. 
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Julj 3d. — Better. He still feels worse in bed, EspeeiHllj on waking, 

the poLU is now cliiefl; at the back pact of the licad. 

Take Brfonia, tbree times a d&j. 

5th.— Great impruvemeiit. Se ima slept souitdlj tlie last tliree nighta. 

Uc lias 110 dizziness or swimmiiig, and liis cjesiglil is dearer. He feelj 

TEiy weak, oud liaa still do appetite. 

Take China 3<i, once ft day. 
7t1i. — Head SL'ems quite right. He feelB stronger, and his appetite ti 
retuniing. 

Conliaue. 
10th.— Had a slight return of headache for about two hours, yes terdaj 
—otherwise quite well. 



Ca8k m. — I. D — , aged 41 years ; by co means robust, 
though goEerally in the eEJoyment of pretty good health. 

September 21st, 1848.— Has felt queer and confused in the head, and 
in other ways getting out of order for the last week. He went to a 
medical man, a daj or two ago, Eind liad some aperient medicine whtah 
did bim no good. Yesterday he drank a little more beer than usual, mil 
this morning is unable to go to his busineas. Though perfectly sober, 

is led here staggering and reeling exactly like a drunken man ; he ap- 
B to have lost nearly all command over his movemeuts i the left side 
partakes most of the paralytic sSection ; the arm hangiog powerless hj 
the side, and the leg being scarcely more obedient to the will. It is 
with great difficult; he can sit in his chair without being held i he bangs 
bis head; speaks thickly and iadiBtinctly ; and breathes spasmodically; 
is thirsty at times, and dry in the month ; ia very sleepy. 
Opium 3ii, every two liours. 

22d.— Ho feels altogether better ; walks more steadily, can raise ^t 
left arm J his bead, though still feeling tight and "cased np," is eon- 
paratively cool, clear, and light. He complaius of epigastric tender- 
ness, and is troubled with unpleasant, flatulent, eructations. There ia 
also some bronchial irritation and cough. He peispires at times Teiy 

Nus Vomica 6t]i, every aii houra. 

33d.— Still progressing favorably; but Utile unsteadiness ia 

his gait ; he can see to read, and speaks quickly and distinctly. He 

complains, yet, of lieaviness, tulue^is, and pressure in the hend, aggra- 
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Tated into paia wlien he coughs. Is tiglit in the cliest, atid coagha 
a good deal ; acid risiiigs in the throat ; pulse full aad comprcs- 
aihle. 

Eryonia 6th, three times a dtij. 

SSth. — Bapid aoiciulmcnt. Has no pain in tJjB head, which Teela cool, 
clear, and comfortable. His clicst is eos;, and his cough does not 
trouble him. His stomach is much better, and toiigiie clean. There is 
a little waveriag in his step occasionally, and he still feels weak. 
Take Elms 13th, twice a daj. 

Subsequently to this he had CLina and Sulphur ; and resumed his cm- 
plojment iq a few days. 

Case IV. — H. M— , a married woman, aged 50 years. 
Tolerably stout, and generally in the enjoyment of good 
health. 

Tebruarj Eth, 18i7. — Has felt heavy in the head at times for the last ' 
fortnight : about four days ago she was seized wii.b a heavy dizziness, as 
if sbe bad received a blow on the head : tlu's passed off, and she feit 
pretty well till three Luurs ago ; when. Billing at work with her needle, 
she felt again as if ishe had been struck viulenLly on the right side of tbe 
head. Without falling from her Geat, she lost all consciousness; her 
head fell on one side, and her breathing became stertorous. This con- 
dition lasted some hour?, when she gradually revived, aud found (hat 
she had lost the use of the right arm, leg, and foot. TIl^ head now feeU 
like a dead weight, and there is some pain at the top of it. Her pulse ia 
fiill and bard ; skin hot ; sbe vomited as soon as she came to ; though, 
at her dinner, which was taken some hours before the attack, sbe had { 
eaten nothing indigestible. 

Take Nux Vomica 3d, every fonr hours. 

6lh. — An astonishing amendment : her head ia nearly well, feeling 
only some heaviness at the back part. The use of the leg and an 
returned to a great extent. 

Continne the medicine, 

7tli, — Still further improvement ; has almost recovered the entii 
of her limbs. She had a slight threateDing of a return of the attack to- J 
day in a feeling of fabtness, and numbness in the tongne, and deep- ] 
seated pain in the head. 

Take LacUesis IStli, three times a day. 
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SIlc conlinutd this ffledicioe three or four days, when, feeling 
perfectly well, furtlier medical attendance was not considered neea- 



Ca,seV. — A.T — I aged 70 years. A man of herculean statoM, 
robust of his age ; stout, plethoric, and accustomed to tab 
large quftntitiea of stimulants. 

April 28th, 1847.— Was seized in the middle of the day with sevete 
pain in the head, followed in a short time by paralysis of the right 
side of the face, aod nitmbness and partial loss of power in the i^d 

On vi&iliug- him at clevea o'clock at night, be presents the above con- 
dition ; with the excejttion that the pain in the head has Biibsided iatO 
a heavy, confufied sensation. Ke is sitting up in liis chair, speaks n- 
tionally and collectedly, but hia orticulafion is considerably impaired. 
The mouth is completely drawn to one side — bnt the paralysis does IWt 
extend to the tongue. He complains of a sense of fulness and thicknau 
about the throat. Kis head is pretematurally hot ; Ids pulse is firm, 
regular, and a little accelerated. 

Take Nus Voniiea 6th, every four hours. 

39tb. — The bead is much relieved ; it does not feel so heavy uul 
oonfused, sod is also cooler to the hand. In other respects he is much 
the same, and doca not feel particularly ill. 

Repeat the mediciiie every 6 hours. 

It us less to particularise this case, further than to aaj, tkkt be 

nt n d tbe Tf ux Yomica once in twenty-four Lours, for s week n 
tod longer ; that from the first the muscles of the face, as well ai 
th arm nd hand, gradually recovered their tone; aod that at the 

d f b t a fortnigbt there was scarcely any trace of the attack re- 
maining b uce tlien be has had a severe attack of dysentery; from 
wh b al he perfectly recovered, and has from that time up to the 
present nj yed excellent health. 



IHTFLAMMATIOX OF THE ETE. 

The beautiful mechanism of tbe eye, and the adminble 
adaption of its different parts to the performance of their 
respective functions, is too well known to need description. All 
theae different parts arc at times tbe seats of disease. Those 
which attack the inner portions of tbe organ — the optic nerve, 
crystalline lens, &c.— are for the most part of a painless and 
chronic character, and often result in blindness : such are 
cataract and amaurosis : whilst those which affect the outer 
and anterior membranes, are of an active and escedingly pain- 
ful kind, but do not so often interfere permanently with the 
enjoyment of vision. By far the most common of these is 
ophthalmia, or " inflammation of the eye." It is not necessarj 
to enter into a minute detail of its symptoms. It will be 
sufficient to state, that the most constant are redness, more or 
less intense, of tbe white of the eye, pain and great intolerance 
of light, and a preternatural flow of tears, or a discbarge of 
matter. These are commonly attended, like severe affections 
of other important organs, with constitutional derangement, 
such as fever, thirst, and headache. 

There is perhaps no other disease, with tbe ordinary treat- 
ment of which, in its general principles, the world at large is 
eo well acquainted. Cupping, leeching, blisters, fomentations, 
&c., are the universally acknowledged remedies. The second 
of these in particular, holds here undisputed sway, and the 
abolition of its employment in this one disease, would go very 
far towards banishing the leech from the list of remedial 
agents. There is, however, one drawback upon its indiscrimi- 
nate use, which exercises considerable influence over the pub- 
lic mind, and, although not acknowledged by the profession, 
is beyond a doubt, well-founded : I allude to the popular fear. 
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lest the abstraction of blood by leeches sbonld wei 
There con be no question, that the withdrawal of 
any circumstances, baa a tendency to produce 
the system generally, and especially of any org;] 
at the time be diseased. That being the case, 
necessity, that the application of leeches for tlie re] 
flammatory diseases of tbe eye, must leave its \ess< -^ 
bilitatcd condition, and more liable than they woulc * 
be, to put on diseased action at a future tinie. ' 
culiorly the case as regards children, in whom the 
rarely show themselves eicept as concomitants of sc ^ 
dicating, in the highest degree, a wont of coe 
stamina, this taint as strongly interdicts the empl 
debilitating measures for the removal of any local 
Unfortunately for the Allopathiat, all his reniediet 
inflammation are of that description ; and, as a nect 
sequence, in treating scrofulous ophthalmia, he fini 
like Garrick between Comedy and Tragedy, or M 
the Beggar's Opera, distracted by contending clain 
eye requiring depletion ; the constitution, tonics. 
come the difficulty, he adopts both classes of reme 
endeavouring to amalgamate things so palpably int 
he fiiils in the attempt, and is only successful ia acco 
— nothing ! 

Homoeopathy, also, has its difficulties, but they t 
the inherently intractable nature of the disease, sod 
any incongruity in the remedies. These, while 
directly upon the local malady, at the same time bm^ 
general health. Witness tbe following cases : 

Cask I. — Mrs. W — , aged 31 years. Spare, delicate 

June 16tb, \M%. — The Mt eje has been inflamed three vo 
ting considerably worse, slie went, about a week ago, to c 
ophthalmic hospitals; wbere, at diflTerent times, she was cap; 
temple, leeched, had the eye scarified, and took a good deal (d 
From all this she obtained no relief whatever. 8be is now so 
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teoselj, not only from the disease of the eye, but also from sjmp^itlictic 
pain in tlju forehead and otber surrounding parts. Slic is mucb dis- 
ordered in her general hcaltl), being fsTeriab, hot, and thirstj; having 

i appetite, and feeling esceedingl; weak. The cjo itself is so excru- 
datingt; puinful ou the least adniission of light, tbat I can get onlj a 
momentarr glimpse at it ; it is Ihcn discovered to be inlcnselj red ; and 
tiiere is a constant diacliarge of tears. 

Take Acunite 6th, and Belladonna Gth, alternatelj, every foar liours. 

19th. — WondetfuUj better in every respect. She has no pain either 
t the forehead or eye. She can open the eye witb comparative 

ality, and suffers but very little inconvenience from tiie light ; 
I very much less inflamed, but being now able to eiamiue it 
deliberately and completely, two small ulcers are detected on tlie 

Aconite and Merenrius I3tb, alternately, at longer intervals. 
Slsl. — Amendment still uninterrupted ; suffers no pain, can open the 
eje freely, see well, and attend to her household matters. Tljere is but 
flight redness remaining on the conjunctiva, and the idcers are fast dis- 
ppendug. Her health has greatly improved; all the constitutional dis- 
prbance has subsided. Sbe has a good appetite, and is 
CT strength. 

Sulpliur 12th, at bed time, every nigbt, for a week. 
She got perfectly well without further medical stleudauce. 



CiSE II.— C. C — , a boy, aged 2} years. A weak, sallow- 
looking, Bcrofulous child. Had a, severe attack of imflam- 
matioii of the iunga a year ago, for which he was repeatedly 
leeched, &c., aud has ever since remained exceedingly deli- 
cate. 



Jfebcuacy Sd, 1847.— Ho liaa no 
It upper eyelid is inflamed, and s 
jeiably beyond the level of the 
itirelf orerjaps and hides the low 
of the eye itself. 



been ill about eighteen hours. The 
ranch awolieu aa to project out con- 
face ; it is also much elongated, and 
' lid, so as to render it impossible to 
eyelid is also red, and partially 



jtmoQen ; and the eye is icjected and intalerant of light ; to avoid which 
le hangs his head down as low as possible. Tlieie is a discharge of 
Jtick, yellow matter, from both eyes, but most copious from the left. 
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lie has a cold, cough, and runiimg at the nose ; and a good deal of fever 
and thirst. 

Take two doses of Aconite 6th, then Belladonna 6th, every two or 

three hours. 
3d. — The left eye is considerably relieved : the right one is now much 
worse ; the eyelid swollen as large as a walnut. 

Take Acouitc 12th, and Mercurius 6th, alternately, at four hours' 

intervals. 
4th.— Much improved in both eyes. 

Continue the Mercurius. 
5 th. — Rapid amendment ; swelling and discharge very much abated. 
6th. — Both eyes nearly wide open : he sits up and looks cautiously 
at the light. There is a small ulcer on the cornea of the left eye, and 
some redness of the conjunctiva. The chest symptoms and fever have 
increased since yesterday, and an attack of acute bronchitis has super- 
vened. 

Take Aconite 6th, every three hours. 
7th. — The constitutional symptoms abated : not so much heat and 
fever. 

Resume Aconite and Mercurius 12th, alternately, every six hours. 
11th. — From the former to the present date his amendment has been 
most satisfactory j his eyes may be said to be well ; even the ulcer has 
(juite healed and disappeared. He is pretty free from the other disease, 
having only a loose cough. He has been taking 

Belladonna and Mercurius. 



Case III. — E. W — , aged 6 years. A thin, fair, somewhat 

delicate girl. 

February 24;th, 1847. — Her left eye has been inflamed three days, 
and is now intensely red. She cannot bear the least light, and there is 
a copious flow of tears whenever she attempts to lift the lid. She has a 
good deal of pain in the forehead, and some fever. 

Take Aconite, one dose ; then Belladonna, every four hours. 

25th and 26th. — Better : less pain in the head and eye — but still 
much intolerance of light, and considerable injection of the white of the 
eve. 

Take Mercurius, three times a day. 

27th. — Though she still wears a shade, and likes to avoid the light, 
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the eje is as clear as the other, and perfectly tree from all aiii>c:iraiice of 
iuflammatioD. 

Take two doses of Sulphnr 12th, to-morron-. 
Mareli Ist.^She incaatioualy exposed herself yesterday to the cold 
air, OQd to-day is suBeriDg from, a slight return of the inllammatiou. 
There is also a smaller ulcer at the edge of the cornea. 
Resume Merourius, three times a day. 
1. — The inflammation has entirely subsided: the uleer has healed, 
and the eye is perfectlj well. 



Case IV. — I. W — , aged 49 yea,r8. lias had repeated at- 
tacks of ophthalmia for many years past, and has nearly lost 
the eight of both eyes. One of them ia opaque and iiseless ; 
the other, though terribly diseased, ia still not so had ; and 
together they afford just sufficient light to enable him to find 
luB way. These attacks generally return about twice a year ; 
he baa been under my care for them several timea before, and 
has always Bufl'ercd much and long, as well from the remedies, 
from the disease. He has hitherto obtained relief only 
after the repeated application of leeches, blisters, lotions, Ac, 
and even then the amendment was so tardy, that it was diffi- 
cult to say, whether it was due to time, or treatment. 

June 4th, 1817.— The left eye is now the offending member. The 
'hole of the oonjmictiTa ia highly inflamed ; the ?essels of the eomea 
re injected with red blood, and the whole front of the eye has such a 
appearance, that one can bardlj suppose even its partial resto- 
D possible. He cannot bear the admission of the least light j thcrB 
copious discharge of tears; he has intolerable pain in the temple 
and forehead. 

Take Aconite £d directly, and follow it by Belliidonna, CTerj four 

5th.— He ia already greatly relieved; there is not nearly so much 
pain, and the reduesa of the eye is considerably diminished. 
Continue the medicine. 

7th.~He is BliU mending, and has Mercurius 3d, to be token three J 
times a day. 
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9th. — His amendment is rapid : he snffers but little, and can open 
tlie eye slightly, without inconvenience. 

Take Sulphur 12th, twice a day. 

From this time to the 28th, he had Mercurius, Sulphur, and Calcarea ; 
and at tlie latter date, was better than he had been for a considerable 
time previous. 

He had another attack, about ten months later, and found equally 
speedy relief from the same kind of treatment. 

Case V. — C. W — , aged 38 years. Has been ill four days ; 
is liable to inflammation of the eyes, and has had much 
trouble in getting them well, being generally under the ne- 
cessity, among a variety of other remedies, of applying a good 
many leeches. 

March 29th, 1847. — ^The present attack is confined to the left eye, 
wliich is very red, painful, and intolerant of light, and discharges a 
large quantity of water. There is also an ulcer just on the edge of the 
cornea. 

Take Aconite 3d, directly ; and follow it by Belladonna 3d, every four 

hours. 
April 1st. — Considerably better: the eye and forehead not so hot, 
and the redness has greatly subsided. 

Take Mercurius, three times a day. 
3d. — Wonderful amendment. The ulcer has quite healed. There is 
no inflammation of the cornea, and but very slight of the conjunctiva. 
He can bear light and is able to attend to business. 

Continue the medicine. 
5th. — "About right," to use his own words : there remains only the 
smallest spot of redness just at the outer edge of the cornea ; which how- 
ever causes little or no inconvenience. 

Take Hepar Sulph. 12th, twice a day. Cured. 




It cannot be denied, that much of the Buffering which 
women imdergo after their accouchement is duetoiuiamanage- 
ment. The principal errors appear to consist in regarding 
the whole process in the light of an illness ; and in the unne- 
ceasary employment of powerful medicines. It is the usual 
custom, for ten days or a fortnight after delivery, to adminis- 
ter opiates, aalines, and aperients ; the first, to mitigate after- 
pains ; the second, to allay the fever induced by the opium ; 
:and the last, to obviate the constipation arising from the same 
J. Rendered naturally more susceptible than at other 
times, to the exciting causes of disease, it Is easy to under- 
'«tand how, by such a process, the female frame may be stimu- 
lated to the development of those febrile and inflammatory 
'attacks which are peculiar to the period.* 

Taking a different, and, we conceive, a more rational view 
of the subject, and regarding parturition, and the changes 
■which flow from it, as so many processes, for the safe and 
healthy performance of which nature almost invariably makes 
ample provision, the plea for the administration of medicines 



* Equally UDJustiflable is tlie cruel practice of dosing infants n'itb 
castor-oil tlie moment they arc bom. Here, as witli tlio young of other 
creatures, nature is ei]ual to all her duties. The sajne power that seta 

; lungs in action so instant^ineaualy, will not fail in cstablisliing at 
the proper tiine, the function of the bowels. Nature, in providing a 
supply of milk for the child, points out to us that the mildest aud 
blandest fluids only are suited to its delicate organization. In causing 
a dose of irritating medicine to be the first thing to enter the system, 

e grossly violate this indication. 



J 
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vanishes : where there is no disease, remedies are unnecessary. 
A practical observance of this principle cannot fail to be at- 
tended with the happiest results. Unimpeded in her opera- 
tions by meddlesome interference, nature is always adequate 
to effect the contraction of the womb, the secretion of the 
milk, and the action of the bowels, in the manner best calcu- 
lated to secure the safety and comfort of the patient. 

Tliere are, however, certain diseases — often beyond our con- 
trol in their origin — which, in spite of all our care, will occa- 
sionally attack women after their confinement. The most 
frequent and formidable of these are, puerperal or lying-in 
fever, and inflammation of the breasts. 

The ibrmer, though termed a fever, is known to be essen- 
tially an inflammatory disorder, aflecting together, op se- 
parately, the womb and its appendages, and the bowels. It is 
distinguished by exquisite pain and tenderness in the lower 
part of the abdomen, and by general constitutional disturb- 
ance. It appears to derive some especial modification from 
the peculiar condition of the patient at the time, since it has 
always proved so much more extensively and rapidly fatal, 
than attacks of inflammation occurring in women under oth^r 
circumstances. This fatality, added to the interesting situ- 
ation of the patient, has always caused it to be regarded with 
feelings of deep apprehension — and most naturally so, for at 
no other period, surely, do disease and death appear so un- 
timely, as when they visit woman in this her hour of greatest 
joy ; when a new tie is added to the cords that bind her to 
life ; and, in the birth of her offspring, she herself, seems to 
commence a new existence. 

Proportionate to this interest have been the exertions of 
medical men, to discover means of encountering the disease 
successfully. Their endeavours have hitherto been attended 
with very discouraging results : its treatment stills forms one 
of the opprobia of medicine. The following resumi of the 
different modes of treatment adopted by different parties, 
proves that there is not a single remedy on which even * 
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those who advocate their employment, can depend n 
fidence. 

Dr. Marsliall Hall Bays, "I wonld obserye in the flrst 
place, that nothing can be trusted to to save the patient, but 
the most ample bloodletting, and that nothing should preclude 
the use of tliis remedy but the actual existence of the state of 
einking." 

Dr. Ferguson remarks, " The abdominal pain that occurs 
in puerperal fever is accompauied by two very different 
states of the constitution ; one in which Utile or no depletion 
ia borne, another iu which relief is obtained onlt/ by very large 
evacuations of blood. AVlule I admit this, I am equally certain, 
that large Ueeding has not been home in this country, generally 
Bpeaking, during the last twelve years." 

Dr. BlundeU says, " Emetics have been highly spoken of. 
For myself, I have no confidence in curing the disease with 
this remedy. The oil of turpentine hai befin highly recom- 
mended by Dr. Brenan and others. I ha^e tried it in four 
cases, but which by no mnans verify the high eneomiums beitowed 
vpon it. Mercurial preparations have also been reeovimended. 
.It is aaid, if you covld get the mouth sore, the patient would 
be aaie. I am aoiry to say that a patient to whom I gave 
tbia remedy died in the unuil manner, although the system tcaa 
■ hrought under its influence. TH^tiii[is has been recommended : 
I have tried it without any good effect. Ice has also been recom- 
mended: I have tried it, but without success." 

Dr. Churchill says, "After full depletion the nest most 
powerful remedy ia mercury in large doses (ten grains every 
three or four hours) until the mouth ia affected, unless purg- 
\ing be induoed. To present this, it is usual to combine it 
' with opium. When the calomel acta on the bowels it may he 
oTMited and the opium alone continued; and I hase seen 
as much benefit from it alone as from the calomel. Tartar 
emetic was recoinmended by Hulme, and used by several 
since hie time, mth apparent heneflt. The state of the stomach 
in many cases, however, will present its exhibition. Purga- 



tivL-8 have been Kormlff recommended by Bome writers, and a$ 
ttrongly rrprobated by olhert." " My own eiperience (eays 
Dr. Ferguson) with regard to aperients is, that whenever they 
create io/tnina (griping) tliere is the greatest rink of an attack 
of metro- peritonitis (lying-in fever) succeeding." 

These eontradiL-tions might be extended almost to a Tolume. 
The result of such uncertainty is natural and unavoidable. 
Dr. Ferguson states, " If we take the results of treatment 
adopted in various powerful epidemics by various practi- 
tioners, we shall find that on a large scale one in every 
three will die, with all the resources which medicine at present 
affords." 

Admitting this average, as applied to the disease as it ordi- 
narily appears, to be somewhat overdrawn, the melancholy 
fact BtiU remains indisputable, that under the best manage- 
ment Allopathy can apply, it is less amenable to, and tole- 
rant of, the usual remedies, and consequently more fatal, than 
almost any other inflammatory disorder of adult patieiita. 
There can be few medical men of much experience in mid- 
wifery, who have not, at some period op other, received b 
cheek in their career of success, by the loss of several patients 
in quick succession from tliis complaint. To assert that these 
disheartening events will never happen in Homosopathic prac- 
tice, would be unwarrantably presuinptious, but in affirming 
that where they now occur fifty times, when Homoeopathy 
shall have become general they will not occur once, I am 
simply uttering a prediction, founded upon, and sanctioned by, 
daOy experience. 

The following cases in support of this assertion are selected 
from many others, principally on account of their brevity and 
the simplicity of the treatment. 
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Case I.— Mrs. A- 



21 yeara. 



December 8tb, 1S17.— Was conflced with her second child five da.vs 
■go. Ill the GTbtung of the tliird daj she waa seized nitli rigors, and 
pain in the lower part of the abdomen. Yesterday morning her tlicu 
Inedical attendant thought it necessary to bleed her, but fointncsa 
speedily supervening, only a small qaantity of blood was obtained. Ho 
also prescribed pills, a mixture, and a slecjiing dranghl at bedtime. 
^Tkis morning (the patient beinj; no better, but the reverse), ten Icechta 
3 ordered to be applied to the abdomen, and fourteen more Ihia 
aTtemoon. 

Called to visit her for the first time at aii o'eloct tliis evening, I find 
ler in the following condition : she is lying in bed on her back with her 
knees drawn up ; she has, at the present moment, hot fomentations uii 
the stomach, and is besidea smothered in flannels, shawls, and bed- 
clothes. She complains of incessant thirst, to quench wliich she is 
allowed only warm lii^uiiia, wliicii are instantly vomited, and her medi- 
oino sliores the same fate. Her mouth is clatiini; ; tongue brown and 
dry; pulse, small, hard, and 130 in the minute ; atin very hot; breatli- 
ing short and quick ; head confused. Placing my hand on the lower 
part of the abdomen, mid making gentle pressure, she flinches and cries 
out with pain ; the least movement, or cough, also greatly aggravates 
her Bufferiug. The abdomen is much diatcudedj the lochia have ceased ; 
the bowels have been relieved to-day. 

The fomenting flannels and other extra wraps we removed, and only 
a comfortable amount of clothing retained ; the curtains are thrown 
back, and a free circulation of eir admitted. 

She is to drint cold toast-water, and barley-water, and take 
ikconite 3d, every hour, till amendment manifests itself, then every two 

li, — Noon. Without witneaaing it, one could hardly credit the 
change that has come over this patient siuce yesterday evening. Her 
Bondition, as just described, was then moat alarming ; to-day there la 
lardlj a trace of disease. 

After the second dose uf medicine she fell Into a calm, refrcshingaloep, 
•irhicL continued some hours. She baa now but very little pain In the 
abdomen, even on pressure. She moves freely from side to siJe, and 
feom one part of Ihe bed to another ; there hai been no return of vomit- 
8§ 
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ing ; her thirst is quite aUajed, the mouth is cool and comfortable, and 

the tongue moist : the skin is of a natural temperature, and the pulse 

reduced to 100. Her countenance, yesterday pinched and contracted 

and expressive of distress and anxiety, is now expanded, cheerful, and 

smiliug. 

Continue the medicine at longer intervals. 

10th. — Passed an excellent night, and to-day, with the exception of a 

little weakness, feels quite well. 

Omit the medicine, and take gentle nourishment. Cured. 



Case II. — Mrs. F — , a tall, dark young woman, of sanguine 

temperament, aged 21 years. 

July 1st, 1847. — ^Was delivered of a five months' child at four o'dodL 
yesterday morning. There was adlierent placenta, which required 
manuul assistance for its removal. She was doing as well as usual 
till noon to-day, when there was a severe shivering fit. This has been 
succeeded by sharp pain in the region of the womb, and terrible consti- 
tutional excitement. There is a rapid, tumultuous pulse (140 in a 
minute). Her skin is burning hot ; she is intensely thirsty ; has rack- 
ing headache and intolerance of light and noise. Her breathing is quick 
and her countenance flushed. The abdomen is exceedingly sensitive to 
the touch, particularly over the right side of the womb. There is 
a dark lochial discharge. She has had another shivering fit this 
evening. 

Take Aconite 3d, and Belladonna 3d, alternately, every hour. 

2d. — After the fourth dose of medicine all the symptoms abated, and 
the amendment having been progressive ever since, she is now wonder- 
fully better. Complete calmness of system has succeeded to the pre- 
vious alarming excitement. There is but little tenderness in the ab- 
domen ; scarcely any headache ; the breatliing is quiet ; the skin cool ; 
pulse 105, soft and regular; she is composed and placid, and speaks 
cheerfully. 

Continue the medicine at longer intervals. 

3d.— Doing remarkably well. She sits up in bed without incon- 
venience; has no pain in the abdomen; no headache; no thirst; 
pulse natural. There is some stiffness about the back of the neck and 
shoulders. This was removed by a dose of Bryonia. Cured. 



Case III. — Mra. E — , aged 30 years, dark complexion, 
irritable, sanguine temperament. 

May 4th, 1847- — Was ooufiueLl three days ago, with her second child. 
Iiad an eseellent time, but ever since has had oceaaional chilis 
ereepiiig over )ier. Thia DiorniDg her feet and legs became cold, and, 
nearly at the same time, severe and cutting pains attacked her iu the 
lower pact of the abdomen. T)iis point is now exqnisitely tender to 
the least touch ; and coughing, attempting to move in bed, or to 
lirealbB deeply, increases the pain to an intolerable degree. She lies 
ttpon her back perfectly quiescent, looks dull and depressed, and heavy 
about the eyes, tliough naturally of a remarkably vivaoiona disposition. 
'Her pnlse is greatly accelerated; she is thirsty j complains of headache ; 
silk is secreted, bnt there ia but vezj little locliial discharge. The 
bowels have acted this morning without medicine. 

Take Aconite 3d, every two hours. 
5th. —The pain is nearly gone. There remains some tenderness on 
pressure just in the region of the womb; but the original imin has 
ahnost entirely subsided ; as have also the constitutianal symptoms, i 
&eie being now no fevor, thirst, or headaclie. Tiie pulse is soft and 
'natural in freijoency ; she sits up iu bed and nurses her child, and is in 
.lier usual spirits. 

Continue the medicine at longer intervals. 
6tli. — Quite free from pain. 

Omit medicine. 

7th. — Disturbed by her cliild during the night, and irritalEd this 

noniiog by her norsc, she is now not so well: tliere is some return of ' 

'a ; and l.hc otlicr symptoms have recurred nearly in theii' oiiginal 
Ittensity. 

Take one dose of Aconite, then Chamomiila 3d, every two hoai's. 
In the eveniug she is nearly free from pain, and in other respects alto- 
gether much rclivcd- 

Coutinue tlie medicine every four hours. 
—Perfectly well since yesterday morning; should there be any 
eium of the disease she is to resume the use of the medicine : this 
Mity did not occur. 
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Cabe IV.-Mn. G- 



aged 28, always a weakly, ailing 



December llth, lSi7- — Four days ago, after an escellent time, WM 
delivered of her third child, and went ou favorably till last evening, 
irlicB she had a shivering fit. She suffered much witL paia in the lower 
part ot tlie abdomen during the niglit, and on visiting Ler to-day at 
noon, she presenta all the sjmptoma of a severe attack of puerperal 
fever, viz., exquisite teodemeas in the abdomen on pressure, movement, 
eougliing, or deep inspiration ; high fever, indicated by rapid puke 
(130 in t!ie minute), dry, hot skin, much thirst, and severe headache. 
Aconite 3d, every half-hour. 

Ten o'clock at night.— Already much relieved ; the pain has greatly 

subsided, and instead of being felt constantly, as previously, she now 

only experiences it on coughing, or pressing the bowels; the skin is 

cool ; thirst much abated ; pulse still quick, but softer. 

Continue the medicine every hour, 

12th. — Verj considerable amendment: still she is not out of danger; 
the pulse is too quick, and there is much tenderness of abdomen re- 
maining. The bowels have been violently relaxed several times in the 
iiighl, and she now feels some sickness. 

To take Chamomilla 3d, every two hours. 

Ten o'clock at night. — No relaxation : in other respects much the 
lame, except that the tenderness is more diffused. 

Take Belladonna 3d, every four hours. 

13th.— She is all but tree from pain: there is very little tendemeaa 
even on preasure. Her pulse is nearly natural; skin cool; no thirst, 
nor headache. She can move and turn in bed with ease. 
Continue the medicines at longer intervals. 

She had subsequently Mercurius, Nux Vomica, and Sulphur ; her 
amtnduient was rapid and uninterrupted, and she waa out of her bed- 
room on the tenth day from her confinement. 



Caau v.— Mra. K—, aged 21 years. A very delicate young 
woman. 



December 10th. 1340. — Was safelj delivered at i 
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tnorniDg, after a farorable time, and was left aa comfortable as could be 
desired. 

Five o'clock in the evening.— She bad a severe abiveriag Gt an hour ' 
ago, and took some braiidj and water to dispel it. It lias now passed ' 
off, and left general eicitemeut of system, with considerable tendcnieaa 
and disturbance of the abdomen, and pains recurring at intervals; the 
poise is rather quick, there is thirst, and warm skin. 

Take C ham om ilia 6lh, everj two hours. 

Six hours laler^A clot has passed; the bowels have acted, and 
the abdomen feels altogether relieved. But the general symptoms 
have become much aggravated ; the pulse is bounding, and 130 in 
the minute ; breotlibg rapid and oppressed ; skin burning hot ; intenie 

Take Aconite Bth, every hour. 
SOth. — Continued the medicine till four o'clock in the morning, when, 
the bowels becoming rather violently relaxed, it was discontinued. The ' 
lower part of the abdomen, just over the womb, ia now eseeedingly 
tender — and will not admit of the slightest toucb or movement of the | 
body. The pulse still rapid and full, and she is very thirsty. There ' 
is a scanty, offensive discharge. 

Resume the Aconite, in altemation with Belladonna. 

21st. — Pulse 95, soft, and more equable ; very little thirst ; skin cool i 

and perspiring; countenance, hitherto anxious and shronken, is 

expanded and placid. The milk begios to be secreted, and the discharge 4 

is more free and less offensive. 

32d. — Much the same. Still some pain on deep pressure ovci 
left side of the womb. She now perspires profusely at times, and feeVi 
exceediuglj weak. 

Take Mcrcurius, ever six hours. 

E3d. — Convalescent. Debilitated. Takes light nourishment, and 

Cinchona iid, twice a day. Cured. 



This is a specimen of a claas of cages — imfortunately but too I 
numeroTiH — which, more than any other, embarraaa and baffle i 
the Allopathic practitioner. Violent in tbeir onset, and at- I 
tended from the first with symptoma of great debility, they i 
entirely preclude the loss of blood. In the absence of other 1 
means capable of arresting the diBease, it runs ita destructive I 
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coiine unchecked, and in a few hours hurries the unhappj 
patient out of the world. 

Besides the one above related, I have treated several other 
cases of the same character Homceopathically, and have had 
the satisfaction to see them all recover. 




INFLAMMATION OF THE BBEA8T. 

MoBK protracted and painful, though fortunately less don- 
gerous, than the last-named disease, inflammation of the breast 
IB one of the most harassing attendants upon a lying-in. 
Like puerperal fever, it too commonly owes its origin to inju- 
dicious interference ; consisting, in this instance, in. the 
outward use of stimulating applications, and in the internal 
administration of strong medicines. Both of these — the 
former hy producing local irritation, the latter, general 
disturhance — tend to interrupt the natural ajid healthy secre- 
tion of milk, and so lay the foundation of subsequent disenae. 
Cases will, however, present themselves, in which, from 
unaToidafale causes, the hreaat canuot be relieved of its 
accumulated milk, and the consequent development of in- 
flammation becomes inevitable. Medical aasistance is then 
neeesBary, in order to check the inflammation, and prevent 
the formation of abscess. Tbe frequent occurrence of " bad 
breasta " too plainly attest the inadequacy of leeches, poul- 
tices, and purgatives, to effect that object. Jfiot so with 
Homceopathy ; employed early iu the diaeaae, its remedies 
are most effective, TJnleas neglected, and far advanced, I 
have never yet met with a ease, which Aconite, Belladonna, 
and Bi-yonia failed to arrest ; and in those cases in which the 
formation of matter could not be averted, the same 
remedies have rendered that process comparatively painless, 
by allaying the general fever, and moderating the local 
inflammation. 
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The following caeea are illuatrative of both ttese pointa. 

Case I. — Mrs. A—, aged 21 years. Delicate, fair com plerion, 
light hair; confined a fortnight, with her first child, and 
troubled ever since with tender nipples. 

November IStli, 181S, — ^Takeo in tlie uight witli sliitering, and severe 
pain in tlie ri};lil breast. Visiting her nt three o'clock in Ibe afternoon, 
I find Ler iu bed, labouring under intense bodily eicitemeul, ill addition 
to the local disease. Her pulse b exceedinf;l; rapid; she has iocessant 
thirst ; her skin ii bot and dry ; ber head aclies and throbs violently, 
causing her to burj it in tbe pillow, and keep the eyes closed. Her 
breathing is hurried, sobbing, and irregular, aud slie has aching pnins in 
every limb ; whilst the affected breast is nracb swollen and distended, 
and very painful and tender to the touch, but particularly ao on the 
outward aide, where there is considerable bardnesa of the gland, and a 
deep-red blush ou the skin. 

Take Aconite 3d, and Belladonna 3d, alternately, two hours apart. 

Ittli, — Auiazingly relieved. The const itnlioual excitement has entirely 
subsided. Slie is sitting up in bed, composed and cheerful ; pulse calm ; 
skin cool ; uo thirst. There is but little tendcnicss in the breast ; the 
redness has diflappearcd ; and some hardness constitutes the only remains 
uf this severe attack. 

Take Bryonia 12th, three times a day. 

15th.— Perfectly well. 

Cask II. — Mrs. S — , aged 30 years. Fair, delicate, light 
hair. Has been confined three weeks, and troubled with 
excoriated nipples, for which she has taten Chamomilla, 

&c. 

September 17tb, 1848.— The left breast became irritable and painful 
three days ago. Yesterday these symptoms increased considerably, and 
to-day she is in bed; being bodily ill with fever, heat, thirst, headache, 
aud loss of appetite. The breast ia miioli enlarged, painful, throbbing, 
and burning; red and inflamed on the sklu, and hard in the aubstanco of 
the organ, towiirda tbe chest bone. 

Take Aeouite 6th, every three hours. 
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ISth. — The febrile symptoms have vanished ; the breast is not nearly 

so painful, nor large ; the beat and redness have abated ; and the bard. 

uess is not so distiuct. She still complains of beadache. 

Take Beliadouna 6t!i, everj six hours, 

19th. — Still better ; health much improved ; no reibcss of the breast. 

Some hardness and fulness. 

A. few doses of Bryonia. 
20tb. — Dressed, down stairs, and eating a good dinner. 
Attendance discontinued. 



Case III. — ilra. B^, aged about SG years. A large, tall, 
ratber pletlioric ■woman. 

She has had aeveral chOdren before, but from a physied im- 
perfection, has been unable to suckle any of them. The con- 
sequence has been, that on each occasion she has experienced 
much difficulty in repressing and dispelling the milk, which 
has been secreted in great abimdance. Some years ago she 
eame under my care for a bad breast, and it was only by the 
persevering and unsparing employment of leeches, cold lotionB, 
purgatives, and abstinence, that I succeeded in preventing 
suppuration. 



June, ISiS. — On the present occasion, thanks to Homeopathy, all 
this di£cnll.y has been avoided. The breasts Qiled, as nsual, on the third 
day, and began to wear a somewhat threatening appearance ; but by the 
tid, solely, of Aconite and Bryonia, the general fever, and local inflam- 
mation, were easily kept under ; and on the sixth day abe was as well as 
any other woman could he, in a similar situation. After the first few 
houiB of uncomfortable fulness of the breasts had passed, she suffered 
scarcely the slightest inconvenience. 

Case IV. — Mrs. C — , aged 20 years. Eair and delicate ; 
lively disposition. Her first confinement took place a 
fortnight ago. The right nipple is very sore, though the 
child has not taken it so freely as the other. 

October Iflth, 1848.— The breast has been full and hard the last fonr 
daja. The nurse injudiciously applied oil and brandy "to disperse the 
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milk," but instead of that effect, it produced heat and erysipelatous red- 
ness of the skin. The whole gland is inflamed, tumefied, and painful ; 
and there is a hard lump, about the size of a large egg, on its outer side. 
The patient is confined to bed, with fever, thirst, and headache. 
Take Aconite 3d, three doses ; then Belladonna, three doses. 

20th. — Kedness nearly all disappeared. The breast is not so tender, 
it does not throb so much, but the hardness still continues. Better in 
health ; no fever or thirst. 

21st. — Well in health ; takes light food ; the breast causes but little 
inconvenience, yet the lump remains ; and there are appearances which 
lead me to suspect a rather deep-seated abscess. 

This suspicion proved to be correct. The matter gradually made its 
way towards the surface, and was discharged at the proper period. The 
inflammation was kept under by appropriate remedies ; the abscess was 
small, and caused but little pain or inconvenience ; and at the end of a 
few days she was about as if nothing had happened. 

Case V. — Mrs. M. A. M — , aged 29 years. A large, strong 

woman. 

January 20th, 1847. — ^Was delivered of her second child seven weeks 
ago. Three weeks since she had a shivering fit, which ushered in an 
attack of inflammation of the right breast ; this yielded speedily to a few 
doses of Aconite. She remained well till the 11th instant (nine days ago), 
when she again had chills, followed by pain and hardness of the left 
breast. She endeavoured to subdue it by fomentations and aperient 
medicines. Failing in this, and the pain, enlargement, and induration 
continuing to increase, she seeks my advice this morning. She com- 
plains of a throbbing, darting pain in the diseased organ, which is hot 
and inflamed on the surface, and in the centre the gland is hard, round, 
and about the size of a large orange ; evidently in that condition which 
immediately precedes suppuration. She is feverish and thirsty, and has 
lost her appetite. 

Take Aconite 3d, directly ; then Bryonia 6th, every six hours, 

and apply bread poultices. 

21st. — There is mucli less of the shooting pain in the breast; but the 
hardness remains the same. She has lost the fever and thirst, and feeb 
altogether much more comfortable. 

Take Mercurius 12th, and Bryonia 12th, alternately, twelve hours 

apart. 



1 
■J 
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29th. — ^In the interval since the last date has felt little or no pain ; 
the breast is larger, has become cedematous, and matter has evidently 
formed. She has had 

Mercurias and Hepar Sulph. 
Slst. — ^The matter rapidly approaching the surface. In making an 
incision, a considerable quantity of healthy pus is discharged. 

February 1st. — ^The breast discharging slightly. Feels quite well. 

Medical attendance discontinued. 




" CoSTTLBiOSfl " is one of that myHteriouH order of diaeaaes 
called the " epasmi," or apaamB. lo the same category ia in- 
cluded epilepsy, hysteria, St. Vitus's dance, tetanus or looked- 
jaw, and hydrophobia, as well as some othera which are not eo 
distinctly characteriaed. 

The true spasmodic or convulsive diaeasea are exceedingly 
frightful to heliold, and never fail to eicite the terror of the 
non-professional spectator. Nothing, for instance, can be 
more alarming to witness than an epileptic fit in an adult, or 
an attack of coni-ulsions in a child. In both cases the whole 
body is thrown into the most violent contortions. Every limb 
and muscle is seized with apasmodic contractions or jerkings ; 
the head and face become turgid and bloated : the eyes averted 
and fiied ; the breathing interrupted and irregular ; and the 
lips covered with foaming froth. The wonder is, not only 
how the patient can survive such a con^-ulsion of the system, 
but how it happens that in that convulsion he should sustfun 
so little injury. Deadly as the contest appears to he, nature, 
especially in adults, generally triumphs ; the convulsion, ex- 
hausted by its own efforts, subsides ; the patient falls into s 
sound sleep, and awakes unconscious of the fearful struggle in 
which he has been engaged. These diseases are scarcely less 
mysterious than appalling. How rarely can we assign any- 
thing like a definite cause for an attack of epilepsy, hysteria, 
or convulsions ! A person to all appearance in the enjoyment 
of perfect health one moment, shall the next be presenting all 
the horrors of one of those attacks. And even when we are 
able to arrive at the immediate eiciting cause, the manner in 
which it operates upon the system is inscrutable. There ia 
seemingly snch a mixture of the mental and the physical in 
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many of these caaesi, that, until we are permitted to penetratg 
deeper than we have hitherto done, into the arcana of nature, 
and to scan more closely her secret springs of action, 
there appears to be no probahihty of the mystery being re- 
mored. 

Their causes being thua for the moat part inexplicable, and 
their nature hypothetical, the treatment of these diseaaea is 
BB uncertain and diversified aa the notiona which medical men 
may chance to entertain on those points. This being the case, 
it ia deeply to be regretted that the abstraction of blood 
should be so frequently, and inconsiderately adopted. I have 
already had many occasions to point out, not only how much 
more safely and speedily diseases may be cured without that 
operation, but have also shown its really dangerous tendency 
in those cases in which it is employed. The convulsiona of 
children adds one more to the number. 

In Dr. Loeock'a paper on this disorder, in the "Cyclopedia 
of Practical Medicine," we find the foUowingpaesage : "When, 
however, a plethoric, or too energetic condition of the veasela 
of the brain obtains, it ia undoubtedly desirable to relieve the 
head by bloodletting. For this purpose, opening the jugular 
vein ia the readiest, and perhaps the most effectual method ; 
or, should it be preferred, cupping, or the application of 
leeches on the temples, or behind the ears, may he had re- 
courae to, The quantity of blood drawn must depend on the 
atrength of the child, and the violence of the symptoms ; and 
although on the whole, under such circumatnnces, children of 
a tender age bear the loss of a larger quantity of blood than 
would be supposed, very safely, yet care must be taken, leat 
the child be brought into that state of exhaustion in which 
eonviilaiong are very apt to occur, from an exactly opposite cere- 
bral condition. The writer of this article (Dr. Locock) saw a 
plethoric child of a year old, cupped to fainting, during 
a severe convulsive attack, and no sooner had the faintness 
subsided, and the chOd was left bleached, with a depressed 
fontanelle, than a second and still more violent convulsion 
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took place, from which it waa with extreme difficnltj 
covered." 

In this paragraph we have an instance of the life of a child 
being as much jeopardised bj the remedy as by the disease. 
One would think that the risks engendered by the latter were 
Buificient, without adding to them the hazards originating in 
unscientific treatment. 

Other means commonly adopted, are baths ; ice and cold 
lotions to the head ; mustard poultices to different parts of the 
body i bliatera, calomel, purgativeSj Ac. 

The Homceopathic treatment will he best seen in the follow- 
ing cases. 

Case I. — E, B — , a female child, aged 2.^ years. Was brought 
from the country a month ago in perfect health. Since then 
she has fallen off in strength, but betrayed no distinct 
sign of illness till yesterday, when she became hot and 
feverish, 

Jime litb, 1847.— Two hours and a Imlf ago sbe fell mto a strong 
couvulaiye fit, wliicli conlmues at litis present moment in all its violenct. 
The whole body is affected, but one side cliiefl; ; her head is thrown 
forcibly backwards, the face being fised la an oblique position towards 
one side; tbe limbs are rigid, tbe bands being firmly clenched, and the 
toes drawn towards tlie heels; every part of tbe frame is strongly con- 
vulsed, and thrown into violent jerks, which affect principally the head, 
neck, arm, and leg of one side, together with tlie mnsoles of the face and 
nioutli, from wliicli latter there is a constant diaohargo of foam ; the 
eyehda arc forced wide open, tbe eyes are averted and staring, and the 
pupils irregularly dilated ; the whole countenance is frightfully distorted, 
bloated, congested, and livid, as though she was undergoing strangulation. 
Her breathing is most irregular, and spasmodic, at times entirely sus- 
pended, until another spasmodic eipiration. ensues. Her pulse beats 
tuninltiioualy (200 or more in a minute), the skin is burning hot, 
especially on the bead. It is scarcely necessary to state that there is 
complete insensibihty. Sbe has been in a warm batli some time, without 
any mitigation of the symptoms. Havic^ my pocket-ease of mediotael 
with me, I i til mediately — foj'ciiig tbe olecched teeth a little asunder for 
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tbo purpose^givE a dose of BellndoDnaj aiid ait dowc to watch the effect. 
In fifteen minutes it-s beneficial actiou is strikingly evident; the general 
rigidity of the body begius to subside ; tlio aj'ms aud legs, previonsly as 
atiS aa a piece of nood, gradually relax, and become perfectly moveable j 
the eyelids from time to time droop a^ if falling aaleep; the breathing 
becomes more calm and regular; the lips resume their natural colour; 
the head and skin remarkably cooler. I repeat the dose, and at the end 
at another half hour have the satisfaction of seeing the little creature 
relieved from the grasp of her fearful enemy. Partial consciousness 
relnma : she drinks a little milk and water, grasps my linger when placed 
in her hand, and in short is coming q^uite to herself. I leave another 
dose of Belladomia, to be adminiatEred in a few hours. 

15th. — She is brought to me, comparatively, though not qnile, well. 
!niere is a little contraction and rigidity in one wrist ; some restlessness ; 

i starts at any sudden noise ; is a lilUe hot and thirsty. 

Take Aconite IStb, every six hours, alternately with Cliamomilla. 

She was brought once more, had a repetition of the medicine, and was 

iroughly restored. 



Hod I treated this case according to the old system, I should 
itly have opened a vein in the neck, and — -here I must 
htkve stopped — it is trne I might have applied iue to the head, 
' mustard poultices to the feet and legs, hut oa to internal 
remedies, the door was shut against their admission : the at- 
tempt to force medicine down the cliild's throat, would, in all 
]^oI]ability, have caused instant death. Not so with Homoeo- 
pathy : it is always possible to get the dose, if not on 
•the tongue, at least within the lips, and that is suiEeient — 
it instaDtly mixes with the saliTa, and becomes absorbed into 
ihe system. 



Case II. — E. H — , a fine boy ; 18 months old. 

^nne 16th, 1S47. — He is cutting his double teeth, and has been a 
disordered in his bowels the last few days. About twenty miimtes 
lie became violeutly convulsed, in which stale he atiil remains ; every 
of liie body, arms, legs, and back, are throivn iuto rapid and violent 
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jerks; the head is twisted on one side; every muscle of the face, 
especially those of the mouth, working violently, and causing frightful 
distortion of the features; the eyelids are fixed wide open, the eyes 
averted, and the pupils widely dilated ; the foam rushes backwards and 
forwards between his lips, as it is drawn into and expelled from the 
mouth by his spasmodic breathing. The veins of neck, face, and fore- 
head, are swollen and turgid. His pulse is beating with a throbbing 
stroke, and too tumultuously to be counted ; the skin is burning hot, 
and bathed in a profuse perspiration, probably from his having been just 
taken out of a warm bath. 

I pass a dose of Chamomilla between the teeth instantly. Ten minutes 
after, the limbs relax, the breathing becomes deeper and more regular, 
the skin cooler. He now remains in a general tremor through the whole 
body, like a child recovering from a fright. I lance the gums, give a dose 
of Belladonna, and leave another to be administered in the night. 

1 7th. — He slept soundly, and is brought to my house this morning, 
perfectly well. 

Case III. — William N — , aged 15 months, was never ill 

before. 

April 21st, ] 847. — ^Has had five fits within the last sixteen hours ; the 
last having gone oflF about an hour since. They are described as coming 
on with violent convulsions of the arms and legs, and body generally ; 
frothing at the mouth, blackness of the face, very irregular breathing, 
and rattling of phlegm in the throat, as though he would be strangled. 
They last about a quarter of an hour, and leave him drowsy and insensible 
in the intervals. He is now lying in that condition, with frowning brows, 
flushed face, hot skin, quick pulse. He starts at times, and screams 
and becomes suddenly ^excited, but instantly relapses into his former 
condition. 

Take Belladonna 12th, directly ; and repeat it every two hours. 

2 2d.— He had three more fits of a mitigated kind before eleven o'clock 
last night, since when they have not returned. He is drowsy and le- 
thargic ; but not so feverish, hot, and thirsty, as previously. 
Repeat Belladonna 12th, every four hours. 

23d. — There has been no convulsion; he is in every other respect 
greatly relieved : he slept well ; is cool and comfortable in skin ; wakeful 
and collected in mind ; he watches the other children about the room, 
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and even makes feeblu efforts to join in tlieir amuaemenls. There i 
occasionally a little starting and restlessness; tbe bowels have all along 
Hcted regularly. 

Continue the medicine at longer intervals. 
24tb. — Ou waking from a sleep jeaterdaj afternoon, hia motlicr found 
liim warmer in akiu, and his face covered with a red eniptlon. To-day 
it lias made its appearance on the legs and arms, and proves to be 
measles. Tbere is but very little febrile action, and all cerebral cicite- 
inent has vanished. He had a few doses of Pulsatilla. The skin-disease 
ran its course favorably, and he recoveied rapidly without encountering 
any drawback. 



Case IV. — B. S — , aged 18 months ; a beautiful boy, but 
somewhat pulled down by the irritation of teething. 

July 2d, 1817.— He is now cutting his double teeth, for which his 
gUEDS were lanced this morning. He was niucli disordered and purged in 
hia bowels all yesterday. In the middle of last night, now nine hours ago, 
lie was seized with a violent fit, having convulsion in every limb; jerkiug of 
tite head and face ; foaming at the mouth ; the eyes wide open ; the face 
of a ghastly colour ; the skin burning hot ; breathing irregular, and ac- 
Bouipanied with a rattling in the throat. This lasted half an hour. He 
bad another fit at two o'clock in the morning, and again at half-past sii, 
from which he is now, at nine, just recovering; he is in a perfectly 
stupid, insensible state, showing no signs of eocsciousness when un- 
disturbed ; hut, if touched, be starts, and becomes slightly convulsed for 
a moment. 

I gave a dose of Chamomilla 3d, immediately, and ordered it to be 
Kpeated m an hour; then to take Belladoujia 3d. He revived much, 
then slept calmly for some time, bat at noun there was a slight return 
of the convulhion, which lasted about five minutes. Ou visiting him 
■hortly after, 1 found him greatly improved, indeed quite a different 
oluld from what he was in tlie nioming. He is, however, still suffering 
niDOb from purging of the bowels, which is almost incessant, and attended 
-with pain, griping, crying, and drawing up of the legs, and insatiabla i 
thirst; he grasps at a cup of cold water, and drinks it dowu with the [ 
utmost avidity. 

Take Aconite directly ; then Arsenicum 13th, every hour. 
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Al four in tLc afternoon lie is reporUd as being better b the bovels, at 
well as in CTerj otiier respect. 

3d.^Dre33eil, sitting up, looking intelligent, and comparativi;!; livel; 
and clieerful. No appearance of fits, bnt tbe bowels still coatiuuc mncli 
disordered, tlie evacuations slimy, and at times niiied with blood. 
Take Mercurius Rolubilis I3th, eveir Tonr bonrs. 

*lb,— Tlie bowels ratUcr better, but still rclaied. 
Tnke Arsenicum 12lh. 

lie got snbsequentlj CLamonLilla aod Siilpbur for (he diarrlicea, which, 
lliough ratlier obslinate, jieldeii entirely to tliese medicines, and he 
recovered without any recurrence of the convulsions. 



Cask V. — N. V — , a girl, aged 2 years ; delicate, BmaJl 
of her age, and large headed. Has proviouely ehowB a 
tendency to eonvolsionB ; is liable to relasation of the 
bowela, 

August 23d, 1847. — Nine in the evening. She wassiek this aft cmoon . 
about two boiira and a half ago was seized with alight convulsive move- 
nifnls of the arms, and the eyes became fixed ; this state of thing* 
f^radually increased to a decided convulsion of the whole body, but 
Bffecling tiie right side most strongly ; tbe mouth is violently and rapidly 
jerked buckwards to that side; the eyelids are wide open, and the eyes 
iit cousfant motion, being priucipally turned upwards ; the pupils are 
strongly ddated; the head is very !iot; pulse too rapid lo be reckoned ; 
llie brcalhuig quick aiid irregular, and the breath is, as it were, jerked 
out of the chest so forcibly by each convulsive effort, as to cause a 
curious short shriek, or harking noise. 

I administer Ciiamoinilla 3d, instantly— at the end of twenty minutes 
no perceptible amendment. 1 give Belladonna 3d — in a quarter of an 
hour she takes a deep sigh ; the convulsion ceases ; tlie limbs relax and 
fail; the eyelids droop; the breathing becomes calm; she Tails into a 
quiet slumber. Slight startiiiga, and twitchings of the limbs return at 
intervals. Watching licr twenty minulea longer, there is, at the end of 
that period, a recurrence of the attack in a. very mitigated degree, I 
repeat the Eellodonua, and the fit again speedily subsides, I order the 
medicine to be repeated two or r,bfe« times in the night, if needful. 

23d,^There was scarcely any return of tlie convulsive movements; 



CONVULSIONS. 195 

she slept soundly, and to-day is as it were well ; she is laughing, playing, 
and chattering, as if nothing had happened. 

To take a few more doses of Belladonna. 
Had subsequently Chamomilla and Calcarea, to remove stomach dis- 
order and constitutional debility. 

Such are some of the effects of HomcBopathic remedies in 
the convulsions of children. I have used them in numerous 
other cases besides those here recorded, and in every instance 
with such unfailing success, that I should now almost as soon 
think of decapitating, as bleeding, a patient under similar 
circumstances. 




Amokg the diBeoseB of the akiu this is one of the moat formid- 
able. The term erysipelas, applied popularly to almost eyeryirri- 
ttttionofthe skin, has, modically, a very limited Bigniflcation, and 
ia used to denominate, what Dr. Eliiotson cbUh, " a very intense 
affection." It consists in violent inflammation of a circnm- 
scribed portion of the skin, most commonly that of the head 
and face, It is also attended with symptoms of much general 
disturbance — high fever, thirst, headache, and delirium. The 
diseased part becomes intensely red and Bwollen ; frequently 
results in large bliatera, or vesicles, which, as the disorder 
flubBides, dry, peel off, and leave a new skin. This descrip- 
tion at once points it out as differing widely from the gentle 
red blush, or little itching pimplea, with which it is usuaUy 
confounded. 

The ordinary treatment of this disease is still one of the 
"veied questions" in medicine : there is hardly any other 
point of practice which has undergone so many mutations. 
There is no doubt that the nature of the complaint is better 
understood now tlian formerly ; but this total want of 
unanimity in its treatment, proves that that treatment is as 



• la llie ' Laacet," of the Otli and IStii of Peliruary, and tlie lOUi of 
April, 1836, iLere are some verj interesting reports of cases of erysipelas, 
treated bj the late Mr.Liston, at the North London Hospital, with Aconite 
and Belladonaa. That eminent surgeonspeaksin thehigliest termsof the 
success of this trfAtment, and concludes hia remarks to the atodenta with 
theseworiis; "You ought Lot to reject its doettines(t)ioseofHomceopathj) 
without due e\amiuatioa and inquiry." Homieopathy was then too 
jonng aud harmless to excite the alarm of the 'Lancet,' and call forth 
the torrents of abuse which now, weak by week, defile its pages. 
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empirical aa ever. The writer, some time aince, formed o 
of fl party of five medical men, at the houae of a physician, 
where, in the course of conversation, the treatment of erysi- 
pelas was incidentally mentioned. In less than five minutea 
four members of the party had expressed as many different 
opinions. One recommended the application of a solution of 
jrinc — another found nitrate of silver infallible — his neighbour 
- advocated puncturation of the skin — whOst the fourth extolled 
the superiority of long incisions.* These four gentlemen, 
though affording a fair specimen of the prevailing diversity of 
opinion, by no means represented all the existing modes of i 
treatment. 

In opposition to this diversity, there is no disease in tbe 
treatment of which Homceopathista are more unanimous, 
Hahnemann and hia followers, in testing the virtues of medi- 
cinal Bubstancea, have discovered some medicines of surpassing 
^eacy in subduing erysipelatous inflammation. Foremost 
among these stand Belladonna and A[iis ; and scarcely in- 
ferior to them ia the Rhus Toxicodendron. ATe venture to 
affirm that no medical man, however strong his prejudice 
against Horaoaopathy, can witness the effecta of theae medi- 
cines withont being struck with admiration at their power in 
mitigating the virulence, and arresting the progress of the 
disease. 



Case 1. — John D — , aged 26 years ; very temperate ; 
naturally of a delicate constitution. He caught a severe 
cold about three weeks ago, from sleeping in a dar 
newly-built bouse, and has not been well since. He bad at j 
first pains in the limbs, especially in the back, for which he 1 



• " Some surgeons make the iucision a faot long ; but others ii 
lialf a dozen iuciaions, each an iaoli in length ; some doing it all at Oi 
and others, as Mr. Lawrence waggishly said, 'by instal meats." '— ' 
(ElliotBon's 'Lectures.') 
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K(ia cupped. Continuing to get vrorae, he took to his bed, 
pot a diB]>ensary letter, aud was attended bj one of my col- 
leagues. A week ago lie came under my care, and waa 
attended Allopathically till to-day, when failing to make any 
impresBion on bis disease, and other eymptoms of an alarming 
nature aupervening, the dispensary letter ia relinquished, and 
Homteopathic treatment adopted. 

May 7tli, 1847. — He preaetits tlie foilowinK deplorable condition : he 
is Lhorciuglil; prostrated ; lies on liis back unable to raise himself in bed 1 
has general pmn in all IiJs limbs ; is feverisli, thirst;, and complains of 
severe beBdache; his |>uUe is smnll nnd fultcri^g, and beating 130 in a 
roinute ; his tongue is tliicklj coated, drj, nnd cracked ; he has a harassing 
cough i pain under the chest bone, and rapid breathing; his bowels are 
relaxed, and ho has freqnent vomiting. There is general tremor of the 
iimbs, and at limes wandering delirium. Tn the midst of all this, 
erysipelas manirests itself. It Srst attacked the posterior part of one of 
the shoulders, and then spread to the bock of the nenk and bead, creeping 
round to the face on both sides, and meeting on the forehead and nose, 
where it has risen into a large blister. The pnrts last named, as well as 
the eyelids, are intensely red and swollen, so tliat the eyes are entirely 
chised, and the whole face terribly deformed. There is also a large 
|)tttch of erjaipelatous inflammation mi the lower part of the back, reach- 
ing across from hip lo hip, and extending downwards on lo the thighs ; 
it is here of a bright red colour, and its mai^ins are elevated, and exactly 
defined. 4t one o'clock in the forenoon he takes tlic first dose of 
HoraiEopathic medicine — Rhus Toxicodendron 3d ; lo repeat it eveij 

Eight o'clock in the eveuing.—There is already a more favorable state 
of things: his pulse from 130 has sonk to 110, and is more firm and 
steady ; skin soft and warm ; tongue more moist, especially at the edges ; 
he is more collected in his ideas, and speaks in a firmer tone. Thougli 
coughing a good deal, and complaining of pain in his chest, be breathes 
more regularly, and does not appear to be so much oppressed with 
phlegm. 

Continue the medicine. 

8th. — Considerable further improvement in the general aspect of the 
case. There is altogether more power; he is less delirious, though still 
wauderiiig and incoherent lit limes; there has been uo romitJiig since 
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jesterdiij evening, and llie bowels are quiet; pulse onlv 100; tougue 
moiat; breathing easj; expectoraliou copliius and Free; be Lad aome 
rerresliing sleep in tiie niglit. The erysipelas covers tlic rtmainder of 
the face, but is much less vivid, swollen, and painful ; that on the lower 
part of the body is also progressing favorablj. 
Coutiuue IliB incdiciue. 

9th. — Steady improvement : the erysipelas oa the face has nearly 
subsided i be can open the eyes partially ; there is gradual abalemeut uE 
alt the other symptoms; he resis better, aiid Lalits ligbt nanrishtneut 
with avidity. 

Continue the medicine. 

10th. — The iuflammnliou has entirely disappeared from the face, and 
the skin is beginning to peel olT. There is a large patch of it on each 
elbow sbce yesterday, and it still continues fresli and vivid on the baclc. 
In other respccta he is doing remarkably well. 

Take Belladonna Sd, four doses. 

12th. — The skin-disease bas disappeared from the joints and elsewhere, 
but he aoin|)laii)S of having felt a good deal of pain and oppression in the 
cheat since last night: he coughs more, and brcafhca quick!;. 
Take Phosphorus ISlh, every six hours. 

13th. — Hclieved in the chest. He uow lies oil his side, comfortably 
doubled up; whereas before he iias kin on his back, with his knees up, 
and his body sunk low down in the bed, as persons generally do in low 
fevers, and other diacases which exhaust the nervous power. 

IBlh. — Mending rapidly. A large abacess, which formpd suddenly at 
the bottom of the back, is opened. 

Take Cinchona .'!d, three times a day. 

From this date up to the 37tli, when medical attendance was dis- 
continoed, his amendment was uiiiuterrupted. 

Cabe II. — Mrs. B— , aged 40 years. A nurse. 

June 9th, lSi7. — Has been a good deal exposed of late to the weather, 
and works hard to support a sick husband. Has euQered from pain in 
the face for the last fortnight. Uurmg the last thirty-six hours the 
■whole left side of the face has become ao much swollen as to pUKele me 
(though well known to rne) in tracing her identity. The skin ia of a 
deep red colour, and the swelling has entirely closed the left eye, and 
rendered the upper lid treble its natural thiokncBs. The gum of the 
upper jaw is also swollen and inflained, and there is a hardnesa just in 
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Iliat spot, threaUninjt tiie foroiatiou of an nbscesa. The saliva Aowb 
rroel; from tlie moiiili. Tbc conslitutmaul s^mptoins nm high : her 
)iiilse is rapid; Bkinbol; tongue coaled und drj; she la Lhirstj; com- 
p!hJ|]s of severe kcadache ; and gets no bleep. 

Take Aconite Gib, ererj four bour». 

2;j(.li. — Erysipelas *pteodiiij over the otlier side of the face, closing 
twth e;es; and extending also backwarda, and involving the ears and 
suliJBcent parta of the neck. Cons tilulia nail j^, she is considerably re- 
lieved; having not so much thirst, nor heat of skin; the pnlac being 
snfler, and less rapid ; and the tongue not so dry. The nhole head and 
face noir appean nearl; twice its natural size, and feels so heavy that 
she has not power to lift it from tbe pillow. There is a little dischai^ 
issuing from under the upper lip, as llioiigli an abscess had burst. 
Take Belladonna 3d, every three hours. 

21st, — The inQnmmnlion and swelling have subsided in a remarkable 
degree. She can open her eyes freely, and the face is nearly restored to 
its usual size. The disease la now cnnllned to a faint blush on the sides 
of the neck, aud under the chin, and a considerable tumefaction of 
the ears. 

Pulsatilla 12th, every four hours. 

23t!.— Still a little tenderness ou the back part of the head. AU the 

jiarta previously affected are quite weU, with the exception of the gums, 

which remain tender and swollen. It scarcely need be said that the 

constitutional symptoms have improved in equal proportion. 

Take Mercurins 6th, three times a day. 

26th. — She calls to report herself perfectly well. All traces of the 
disease have disappeared, and she complains only of a little debility. 
Take a few doses of Hcpor Sulphuris. 

Case HI. — H, D — , aged 18 years. 

August aZth, ISiS.— Was taken ill five days ago, from home, with 
symptoms of fever. She had shivers, heat, headache, thirst, pains in ter 
limbs, &o. She was attended by a medical gentleman, who prescribed 
for her severul times, but continuing to get worse, she was broaght 
home the day before yesterday. Twenty-four hours since, erysipelas 
first made its oppearanco on the left check, which ]>art it now completely 
covers, and has passed over tlie nose to the opposite side, and partially 
occupies the forehead. The inflamed parts are intensely red, and con- 
siilerably elevated above the surrounding skin. She is exceedingly ill 
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pi'nenting all the signs of Inw ferer, such as prostration of strenffthtJ 
delirinui, intense headache, hot dry skin, rapid puke, incessant thirst J 
and thicklj-coaled, brown and dry longae. 

Take Aconite 3d, and Belladnima 3d, alternately, ercry four hours. 

98th. — Constitutionally much better: skin soft aad cool; tongue I 
moist; less thirst and headncbe. The erysipelas spreading more con 
pletelj over the face, and forming at numerous spots into blisters, t 
veaicfttiona; both eyes entirely closed by the swelling of the lids, and j 
lutronndiDg parts. 

Rhus Toxicodendron 6t)i, every three hours. 

29th. — A decided check to the eruptioa; it haa not extended since -1 
yesterday, is less vivid, and the blisters are drying up. Her health i» J 
betf«T. The ferer has subsided. 

Resume the use of Belladonna. 

SOth.^WonderfuUy better. Eotli eyes quite open, and she has been J 
■ reading. The eruption fading rapidly, and her health improving in pro- I 

31 St.— Perfectly well as regards lier health. The skin peeling off the I 
face. 

A dose of Hepar Sulphuris. Cured. 



Cask IV. — E. S — , a florid, plethoric young lady, aged 
Ujcars. 

July 8th, ISiS. — Had erysipelas some years ago. She came home 
much heated by a run, two or three days since. Yesterday monjing she 
awoke very ill ; had shivering, headache, and thirst, with pains ii 
bones; and at the same time a red spot made its appearance ot 
cheek; this has now spread over the nose, and invadea the other side of I 
the face. The redness is intensely vivid ; and the parts are swollen and ( 
»ery painful. The constitutional symptoms run unusually high. 
poise is very rapid ; akin burning hot ; mouth and tongue dry and 
parched with thirst ; splitting headache. 

Take Aoonite Gth, and Belladonna 3d, altcmatplv, four hours apart. 

Wli. — The inflammation has extended on to tlie forehead, and lower ! 
down mi the cheeks, but it is not nearly bo vividly red. Tlie fever still j 
runs high. 

Continue Ihe medicines. 
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At two o'clock slie becomes delirious, and exeessivelj resllcsa. Pulse 
UO, full, and bard. 

Take the mediciiio eterj liour. 

Nine in tije evening. — She has been qnite calm since four o'clock, and 
is now much better. The fevec and thirst have greatlj abated, and she 
feels quite anollicr creature. 

lOlh. — Wonderfuilj bettor. Constitational excitement has all va- 
nished. The eruption is spreading no further, and is getting paler and 
le^s swollen. 

Continuo Belladonna, at long intervals. 

lllh. — Dressed and down stairs; wanting food, and in other respects 
couvuleaceut. 

13th.— Placing about the room with her sisters. She is quite veil. 
The Am is peeling off, and shows no other trace ot the disease. 



Cabb v.— Mrs. F— , aged 63. 

December 20lh, 1853,— Felt the first symptoms of erjsijielaa in the 
face jestcrduj, when there appeared a spot about the size of a crown 
piece on the left cheek, which bus continued to spread, and now occupies 
the whole of the cheek, side of head to the ear, up over the ejcbrow to 
foiehead, involving the loft eye, and closing it completely ; the surface 
is intensely red, aud hot. She lias much fulness of the iiead, thirst, hot 
skin, and dry tongue. She is IJatile tu these atlaoVs : the last happened 
in the summer when she was in the country, and for which she had 
xa medical trealment ; it lasted three ioeeka. 

Tat:e a mixture of tlie Tincture of Apis 3d, every thiee hones, 
precedingit by three doses of Aconite 3d, every two hours. 

30th. — The eruption has aabsided greatly on the left cheek, and now 
citeuds to the right cheek, the forehead, upj>er lip, and chin. The con- 
stitutional symptoms are much relieved. 

Continue the medicine. 

31st, — The eraption has greatly abated altogether, and now only 
appears in patches. The health also still mending. 
Continue the medicine. 

January 2d. — Sitting up. The lower eyelids only show traces of the 
disease. Pulsatilla, to quiet some gastric symptoms. In a day ot two 
she was quite well. 
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This is an interesting ease, first, as showing the comparative 
Talue of Homoeopathy, and no treatment ; secondly, as evidence 
of the power of Apis, in stopping the progress of the disease. 
It was a very severe case, and she recovered more quickly than 
from any previous attack. 

I have notes of a host of other cases which occurred in 
almost every form, in every degree of intensity, and in per- 
sons of all ages. A sufficient number are here detailed to 
show, that in those of the most formidable character. Homoe- 
opathic remedies may be relied on with more unfailing confi- 
dence than can be awarded to sulphate of zinc, nitrate of 
silver, punctures, or even Mr. Lawrence's "instalments." 



SCARLET FEVER. 



J 



It is cuBtomary to include under tlie head of " emptiTfl 
feverB," the names of a considerable number of affectiona; 
but ttB the greater part of them are merely symptoms attend- 
ant upon other disorders, and poasess none of the distinctive 
characters of the true exanthemata, beyond the mere discolo- 
ration of the Bkiu, it appears more correct to restrict the term 
to Bmallpoi, scarlet- fever, and measles. Between these 
there are certain points of resemblance, which not only prove 
tlieir close patliologicaJ affinity, but also as strongly distin- 
guish them from every other family of diseases. They are 
all highly infectious ; are chiefly incidental to the period of 
childhood; and are attended with a uniform eruption on the 
sltin; they run a defined course; and for the most part 
appear but once in the same individual. 

The first of these diseases, notwithstanding that it does 
occasionally present itself, is so fast succumbing to the power 
of vaccination, as to warrant one in anticipating its complete 
eitinction, when that preventive shall be more universal); 
adopted. On this account it has not been thought necessary 
to give it a separate notice, or to swell this volume with auT 
illustrative cases.* 



• LiviEg under ll.e benign jiiiluenpe of vaccinalioii, persons of the 
present day, have but an inadequate conception of Ihe (earfu! ravages 
wliicli the smallpoi formctlj committed. Whole districts were, at 
times, nearly depopulated by its progress, and those persons who were 
fortunate enough to escape its fatal influence, but too commDnlj bore 
about with them, for Uie remainder of tlieir hves, tlie disfiguring traces 
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Since the decline of emallpox, scarlet fever bas assumed 
the foremoat place among the eruptive feverB. Varying 



of its invaiion. Tlieae frightful effects liave almost entirelj disappeared 
■with the laat generation, and, except in large and populous towns, 
(where infection will ever mainlain its firmest bold), even the disease 
itself ia almost uninowu ; or, if known, appears in & form so subdued as 
to escite no more apprehenaion tlum any ordinary complaint. The com- 
parative exemption wbich we thus eajoy, from the inroads of one of the 
most deadly and universal scoui^ies with wbicb the human race was ever 
afflicted, is due to the genius and perseverance of the illustrious dis- 
coverer of vaccination— Ed TViRD Jeskeb. Less chequered in his 
worldly circumstances tlian liis contemporary IlAHirBKANK, there are in 
faia life many points of resembUnce to that of the discoverer of 
HonKBOpathy. 

In the first place, the important tnitha wbich they were destined to 
unfold were suggested to both by accident. 

JsssER.—" While engaged as an apprentice, Jeknek bad bis atten- 
tion frequently called to a popular notion, current in the dairy districts 
of Gloucestershire, that cows were subject to a disorder called the cow- 
pox, which was sometimes communicated to the milkers, who became 
thereby protected from the smallpoi. One such occasion is particularly 
recorded. A young countrywoman came into the shop to seek odviee. 
lie subject of smallpox was mentioned in her presence : she imme- 
diatelj observed, "I cannot take that disease, for I have had cowpoi." 
This little incident rivetted the attention of Jesnee. Young as he then 
was, he dwelt with deep interest on a communication thus casually made 
to him by an uninatriicted peasout, and foresaw in some degree the vast 
consequences whieb might result from so entraordiuary s fact." 

Qabneuinii. — Having achieved no mean reputation, both aa a 
pbysiciau and as an author, in. the old school of medicine, Haunesusb, 
wearied and disgusted witb the uncertainty, and want of fixidity of 
principle everywhere prevalent in that system, had relicquisbed the 
practice of bis profeestan, and betaken himself to the occupation uf 
tnuislating foreign works into bis mother tongne. 

* " Wliilat engaged, ia the year 17D0, in translatmg uito German the 
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much in intensity at different periods, apcorditig to tlia 
operation of certain inexplicable iiifiiieDce?, it is at all timea 



Materia Medica of the Scotch pfajsicinu, Dr, Ciillen, his attention was 
ao muoh attracted by tlie various and apparently ineompiitLble pro- 
perties attributed to Peruvian bark b; that author, that he vaa induced 
to try lIiG effects of that substance upon himself. He was in perfect health 
at the time, hut to his astonishment, lie found that repented doses of 
decoction a! bark produced in him febrile symptoms, beoring great 
resemblance to those of a certain kind of intermittent fever, known bj 
tliB name of ague. As bark bad long been known as a sjieciQc for the 
cure of agnc, his sagacious mind suspected that something more than 
mere accident bad caused lliis substance to produce symptoms ao nearly 
resembling those of tbe disease which it cured. This phenomenon made 
upon his mind an impression similar to that wbicii the fall of the apple 
made upon tlie mind of Newton ; and from this attack of fever, thus 
artificially produced, may be dated the origin of Homceopalliy." 

Mly. — Both laboured long and unwenriedly to satisfy their own 
minds of the soundness of their views, before thoy divulged them to the 

Jbnnek. — Seeaileea ^ean after the brilliant idea of propagating cow- 
pox by innoculation first struck Jenneh, we find him "prepared to com- 
municate to the world his long and anuuus investigations concerning the 
eowpoi. His work was ready in Juno, 1797, but he delayed the 
publication of it for twelve months, partly that he might profit by the 
advice of his friends, and partly in the hope of strengthening his argu- 
ment by additional experiments. Tliis he was happily euabled to do in 
April, 1793; and the new trials having been equally successful with 
the ttrst, lie felt justified in announcing to the world the discovery of 
vaeoine inoculation."* 

Hahsemavn,— " Coinciding with tlie inimorlal Hallcr, that remedies 
should not be employed in disease until their efiects were known on 
persons in health, Hahnemann conducted a course of experiments 
upon himself and friends, patiently enduring the annoyance of a 
rigid regimen, and the severe suffering produced by the medicines. 
After thus labouring in the cause of truth for fifteen yean, he 

• ' Cjolopjedia of Practical Medicine,' vol. iv, p. 403. 
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R sufficient]; sefere disease to demamJ extreme care. It ia 
one of those complaints concerning wbich it is never safe to 
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publislieii, in 1S05, his ' Fragmenta de viribos medicameutoruni 

3dlj. — Botli discoveries were received by tlie profes; 
iiutauce with apathy and mistrust, aud enposed tbcir 
cuie, calumiij, and perscculioji. 

Of Jesnek it is said, "If lie bad mwh to elate hii 
cettainlj fell to bis lot more Iban most men could I 
sensitive miod had, on the other liand, nmcli to endure 
whole coarse of the inquiries aud transactions in which he 
Severe and umerited repraacbes were cast upon him b; enemies, and he 
was perpetually wounded by the desertion of friends. Attempts were 
made to injure his reputation, aud even to impeach his moral cha- 
racter, and to interfere with that distinction aud reward wbicb his 
country conferred upon hira." "Tlie persecutors of Galileo (says Dr. 
Baron), would, I believe, have been eclipsed in their monstrous and 
outrageous bostility to the splendid discoveries of that illustrious man, 
by some of the opponents of vaeciuation, had the spirit of the age, 
or their own power, enabled tbcui to carry their designs into exe- 
cution," 

Of Hahnemann. — " It was impossible for him, or those belong- 
ing to him, to cross the threshold of lijs dwelling without being csposed 
to the most offensive raillery, and the grossest insults. Tiiej even 
went so far as to assail bis house, aud break the windows with 

4thly. — Alike in the importance of the tnitba vrbicb they propounded, 
and the opposition which they bad to cncoimter, they both had the 
satisfacliou of seeing their principles recognised, and were alike 
honoured aud respected in the sunset of their days. 

JaniiEa. — "After ten years (during which period he was by no 
means in independent circumstances) spent in promulgating his doc- 
trine, and diffusing its blessings, his country testified its gratitude to 
its benefactor, by voting him a grant of £30,000 ; and Jennek died 
leaving behind him a name whicli will endure to Iho end of time." 

Of HiHKBKANN we read— "Whan the projfct be bud conceived (of 
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pronounce a confident prognostication. Caaes commencing in 
the moBt favorable way, and promising to terminate as favor- 
ably, mav, by the accession of dangerous throat or cheat 
symptoms, euddenly assume the most ahirming aspect, and 
baffle all our remedial efforts. In other iuBtanccs, after the 
disease bas run its course without any untoward circum- 
Btances, and tbe patient Bccms to be beyond the reach of its 
influence, one of its unfortunate sequelae, especially kidnej- 
diaeasc and dropsy, may overtake him, and not only subject 
him to much suffering, but even place hia life in jeopardy. 
These contingencea, at all tiroes troubleaome, are much 



removing to Paris) liGcame known to the population of KcEthen, it pro- 
duced such a sensation, that tlie people threatened to detain Ibe old 
doctor by force. Yet he was the same man, wliom, fifteen years before, 
thej liad pursued witli insults and injury. In the year 183S lie went to 
reside in Paris. In that great centre of science and art he Gnallj found 
the full uekcowledgment of liia merits ; liis Louse became the place of 
rendezvous of men of the highest rank, in science and society, and it is 
most gratifjing to his admirers to know, that after a long hfe of toil, 
hardships, and persecution, he passed Die last scveu years of his earthly 
career ia almost uninterrupted peace and happiness. He died in 1S43, 
in the 89th year of his age, acknowledged to be one of the greatest bene- 
factors to mankind that ever lived." 

The lives of these two men form an apt illustration of the correctness 
of the maxim, " Magna est Veritas, et prtevalebil.." (" TnitEi is great, and 
will prevail."} 

All great principles have to pass through three stages, ere their 
truthfulness ia universally acknowledged. The first is that of un- 
reasoning and obstinate incredulity, in which the mere newness of 
a principle ia considered suEScieut fo juttify the most slreiiuons oppo- 

The second is that of partial rcccpliou, in which even its opponents 
are compelled to admit that "there is something in it," though its pro- 
ponnders carry it too far. 

The third is that of universal acceptation, in which surprise is mani- 
fested tliat it slionld ever have been doubted, and it is proclaimed ta 
clear as airasliine, and as lueid as a niooubeam. 
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more to be dreaded under the old Bystem of treatment than 
under the new. Inadequate to Bubdue even the simple 
form of quinsy, in scarlatina, where it depends iipon, and 
i aggravated by, the fever, Allopathic means are equally 
inadequate. These eymptoma Beldom manifest themBelvea, 
except in weakly, scrofuloua patients ; and leeches, blisters, 
&c., whilst they possess little power over the original disease, 
can but increase the existing debility. The same remarks 
are equally applicable to inflammation of the lungs, in which 
lae remedies are necessarily employed with greater free- J 

If there is any one point in Homceopathic practice bettecfl 
established than another, it is the power of Belladonna in> 

mtrolling an attack of scarlet fever. Truly specific i 
action, not only does it moderate the skin-disease, and so | 
allay the general excitement of the system, but it also, s 
quinsy, eierts a powerful influence over inflammatory affeo- I 
tions of tho throat. Though by no means the only Homce- f 
opathic remedy iu scarlatina, this double action (if we may I 
I such a term) of Belladonna, renders its employment -I 
especially desirable in the majority of cases; and my own! 
experience leads me to believe, that, with the exception of the J 
malignant or putrifying form, there are very few cases, which, f 
tinder its action, may not be conducted to a speedy and favor. I 
able issue. 

Case I. — A. L — , a stout child, aged 5 years. 

Pebrnarj 8th, 1847- — Has been ill fi^e days. One or two othat 1 
obildren in the same house lisve had the fever. The fatlicr, wlio knowsl 
something of physic, has given them some simple medicines, and they 
liave reoovered favorably. Tlie subject of the present case has received 
same attention, and in addition (the symptoms running high), has 
had its head shsved, and cold lotions applied. In spile of all this she 
has continued to get worse from tho first, and is now so alarmmglj iT 
u to induce the parents to seek my assistance. The eruptioQ is d 
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tiiict, iiid u'cll out over the whole bod;. Tlie skin is dry and burning 
hot 1 liLT pulse b rB|>id and full ; she is inlensdj lliiraly ; licr toogue is 
pBTclicd and deep red; her Lhrout and neck on bolli sides are much 
swollen, and impede lier swallovriag. She is beavj in the head and 
drowsj, Bud lukes no notice escept when aroused. 

Aconite Gili, and Belladonna Cl.h, alternately, every four boors. 
9lh.^Reiiorted by its mollier aa greatly relieved in every respect. 

Continue the Belladonaa. 
lOtli.^Convaleaoeiit. All the above symptoms hnve diaappeared, and 
gbe craves food. The ernptioD is all gone off, asd skiapuelingi the head 
well 1 the neck its natural aize, &o. 

To Huisb, and then discontinue, its medicine. 



Case II. — 3. L — , aged 8 years. Brother of the 
foregoing. 

Tabruaij 12th, 1847.— Has been ill two days. Ilie eruption 
well marked. He has now a good deal of fever, headache and 
thirst; some sore throat; swelling in the neck; and pain cxteodiug 
to the ears. 

Take Belladonna Gth, every four hours. 

13ih, — More lively and less feverish than yesterday; liis head is also 
relieved, and there is no thirst. He complains of hb tongue beiug verj 
sore, and of pains in his ears. His breath smells offensive. 
Take Mercurius Ctli, three times a day. 

15th. — Nearly weQ. The eruption has disappeared. No fever or 
tliirst. He complains only of a little soreness in the throat, and accu- 
mulation of phlegm at the back of the mouth. 

Take Belladonna at night, and Mercurius in the morning. Cured. 



OisE III.— E. L — , aged 12 yeara. A fair, rather delicate 
girl. 

June 9tb, 1847. — Was brought home from school yesterday. She has 
been languid some days. The eruption displayed itself this morning, 
with vomiting, and other severe symptoms. The skin is intensely red. 
and burning hot; her throat is very sore; she cannot swallow even a 
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Kttle liqaid without tnacli inconveuicnce. She is very thirsty, and r 
quires something; to moisten her mouth ever; five niiDutes; her tongue 
is red, aud drj at tlie tip, and covered with a thick, while, coaling 
centre. Her pulse h 140 in the miuute, and ver; full aod hard, 
com]>lai[is much of pain in the head, wlucli she keeps buried in the iiillow, 
ia quite unable to raise. Ail these sjmptoma mark it as a verj severe 
BttAck. 
Take Aconite 6tli, and Belkdounft 6lh, altcmatelj, every four hours. 
10th. — Suffering much witii her throat ; but otherwise doing very 
well. Pulse rapid, and much fever. 

Continue the medieine. 
lllh.^She sita up in bed, and looks cheerful. The eruption haa 
nearly disappeared from the face. The body and limbs are still intensely 
The skin is not so hot, and tlie pul^e less mpid ; tongue quite 
clean, but very red I hrougliout ; the glauds in the lliroat ace still swollen, 
but not so much iuflamed, nor is there any ulceration. She swnllowa 
nore i«ilj. 

Tate Belladonna Gth, every four hours. 
12th,— Altogether greatly better. The constitutional symptoms all 
rapidly subsiding: she has an inclination for food. The eruption still 
out, but not so vivid. 

Beiladoniia at bedtime. 
—She feels well. The eruption has disappeared ; the skin is 
peeling ; her throat is quite well. 

Tu lake light food aiid discoutiuue luedicine. 

Case IV. — E. B — , a girl, aged 4 years. 

June 33tb, 1817. — Has been poorly a day or two — languid, lying 
about the house, and unwilling to move. Yesterday morning the scarlet 
emption came out all over the body. There is burning heat in the skin, 
and general fever of a severe character. Her throat is swollen both 
outwardly and inwardly, impeding the swallow so much that she can only 
get down a drop or two of water at a time. 

She bad a dose of Aconite last night ; and to-day is to take 

Belladonna 6th, every fonr hours. 

26th. — The throat is greatly relieved. Tim swelling is much less, and 

she can swallow without much diESculty. The eruption keeps well out. 

She complains this afternoon of pain in the stomach. 

Take Pulsatilla 12th, directly ; to-morrow resume the Belladi 







Thu iii»rw finsn tbe third and last of ike eruptire fev«s 
we proposed to notice:. Le« serere ud £U)d than scuUtina, 
it b jet at times, on Kccount of its com pli oat ion with tn- 
flanunation of tlie respiratory organs, a serious and trouhlfr- 
Bome complaint. Tbere appears to exist ■ direct and 
unaccountable connexion betve«n it and hooping-cougli, 
since, in numberk'ss instances, no sooner does thei-bild cmexgt 
from the one, than it lapses into the other. This seqaence, 
together with inflammation of the eyes and disease of theean, 
originating in a debilitated and scrofulous state of the 
eystem, often causea more trouble and anxiety than the pri- 
maiy disease- 

The same objections which were ur^d against the ordtnaiy 
treatment of scarlet ferer, obtain with even greater force in 
measles. In this disease the patients are less able to bear 
depleting remedies, on account of the greater tendency which 
the eruption manifests to "strike inward" and implicate 
some important internal organ. Unable to subdue inflam- 
matory symptoras (especially in cliildren) by any other 
than depletory measures, the Allopathist is compelled, when 
those symptoms present themselves, either to suffer them 
to pursue their destructive course uninterruptedly, or, by 
depleting, to incur the still greater risk arising from ex- 
haustion. 

The subsequent cases, presenting some Bevere examples of 
the complications in question, show, also, with what facility, 
remedies, applied in accordance with an immutable law of 
nature, will subdue a disease, which, treated as in Allopathy, 



without any Buuh guidance, bo often bafBes the efforta of t 
preacriber, and terminates diaastroualy. 

Cahe I. — Or. B— J aged 3 years. A spare, delicate boy. 

Maj aOtii, lSi7.— Was feverish aaii poorly on the 38tli ult. ; on the 
foliowing CTCuiog he iros brouglit to me, labouring under all the pre. 
monitory symptoms of measles, viz. — sueeKiug, suffusion of tlia ejea, a 
short barking cougli, knj;uor, heaiiaclie, and thirst ; and at tlie same time 
a tew suspicious looking red spots occupied the nose and cheeks. 
Gave Pulsatilla 6Ui, to be taken at bedtime. 

To-day he is in bed, nitli a very full crop of measles. Tlie system is 

Ktuoh excited: liis pulse is quick, breatliing rapiii, cough distresslDg; 
bare is much tliirst, but tlie tongue is moist, and tbe skin perspiring. 
Coatiuue Pulsatilla, every six hours. 
June 1st. — He is sitting in his motber's lap, crying for food. He has 
been playiug about Ibe room at intervals. His akin ia cool, and nicely 
perspiring; tliere is but very little thirst, and the cough is uot so 
ib«nb1csome. Tlie eruption is Fading from tbe face, but still remains 
*eU out on tiie body. 

Coatiuue tbe mediciue, at longer intervals. 
—The eruption disappearing from the body geiierallj. 
Eih. — OoDvalcscont : lias recovered bis .'jpirits, aud ia plajing about 
Ike room, as nsual. Cured. 
There ia enotlier child ia the bouse, labouring under tbe same disease, 
id ia treated AUopatliipally. It ia purged in the bowels : the eruption 
sappearing from llie skin, the bead becomes congested, symptoms of 
jinfiammalion threaten, and mustard poultices, bitbs, &c. Sc., are em. 
plojed, as a matter of course. 

Case II. — I. M— , a very delicate boy, aged 6 years, 

Ai^ust 23d, ISi?.— Has been lanRuid and poorly some days. Yesterday 
sligbt eraption slioned itself on the f^ce. To-daj it is out vividly on 
Barlj every part of tlie body. He is very ill constitutionally : having a 
dl, throbbing, atid rapid pulse (HO in tlie minute), quick breatliing, a 
u4 cough, much thirst, headache, and drowsiness. 

Tale Aconite 6tb, directly; after the lapse of four hours, begin 
with Belladonna Gtli. and repeat it at like intervals. 
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24lb. — llid a very reitless night, bat is mucli telifved tiiis morning : 
more wakeful and sensible ; breatliing not so rapid ) and Ibo cough not 
so barassiug; ueilber is be so Ihiraty, and Lot. Tbe eruption well ont. 
Pulsatilla 13t!i, every kIi boura, 
astb.— DeoiJcd amendment in every respect. The emption fading. 
In tbe evening be is tronbled with soreness of the throat, difficulty in 
avallowiog, headacbe, and feverisbness. 

Take Belladomia Gtb, at bedtime. 
!J6th and 37tb. — Believed of tbe last-named symptoms, bat seized this 
morning with signs of inflammation of tbe lungs, viz. — pain in the cheat, 
oongb, rapid breathing, and geuerul fever. 

Take Aconite 6th, every four hours. 
31st. — These symptoms have disappcDred, and the child is well, with 
the exception of a little bronchial cough. 

A few doses of Pulsatilla. Cured. 

Case III. — H. I—, a female child, aged 13 moDths ; Bmall 

and delicate. 
October 6lh, 1847. — She was labouring under the premonitory symp- 
toms sonm days before tlie eruption appeared. Tt came out yesterday 
on the face and trunk. To-doy it is much less vivid on these parts, and 
has not appeared at all on tbe limbs. The child ia very ill; drowsy and 
lethargic; feverish and hot ; breathing lond and luborionsly. 
Take Bryonia ISth, every four hours. 
7th. — Inflammation of the lungs fully established: rapid, catching 
breath ; hot, parched skin ; almost ioeessant cough ; very quick puke ; 
is unable to take the breast. The eruption very faint. 
Take Aconite 6th, every two houra. 
8th. — Still dangerously ill ; the principal change consisting in di- 
minished heat of skin. 

Bryonia 13th, every four hours. 
9th. — Loud bronchial breathing, rapid, and confined to the upper 
portion of tlie chest. The lower portion dull ia percussion, and respi- 
ration. In other respects very ill. 

Take Phosphorus 12tb, every two hours. 
10th.— Amazing relief in every way. The breathing comparatively 
calm and regular; the skin cool, soft, and perspiring; its eyes are bright, 
and it sucks freely. 

Continue the medicine, at lengthened intervals, 




llth.^StiU improving, but tjierc is a violent spasmodic cough. 

Take BeUaJonna 13th, three times a daj. 
from this period the child recovered rapidly, and without interruption 



Cabe IV.— Mra. I 



child, a boy, aged IS months. 



November 13tb, 1S47.— The eruption has been oat twenty-four hours, 
pretty fully, but of rather a dark colour. He is now labouring under the 
aymptoma of acute inflammation of the lungs, viz. — short rapid breathing, 1 
burning skin, iuaatiable thirst, aud rapid pulse. The head is likewise ] 
implicated; he is drowsy, heavy, and letliargie; the pupils are closely 
contracted, and the scalp ia rery hot; the ejea are inQanied, and the 
eyelids swollen; the mnutb is foul; the gums ulcerated; and t 
covered with glutinous saliva. 

Take Acouite 6th, every two hours. 

13th. — The iiillammatory symptoms much less urgent : the skin not | 
ao hot, nor the breathing so difficult. The head much the Sitae as before, J 
The eruption still showing, but faintly, and of a dark colour. 

Take Aconite 6th, and Bryonia 6th, alternately, every four hour 

14th. — The iiillamniation of the chest apparently subdued, the breathing 
being deep, and natural in frequency ; the skin not particularly heated, 
and the pube less freijueut. The head symptoms are now the most 
prominent: he is drowsy and lethargic, taking no notice when not 
aroused, and, when disturbed, immediately relapsing into hia former 
state. The eyes are clear, the pupils contracted. The pulse quick 
and full. 

Take Cuprum Acctat, 12th, every four hours. 

From this date the case assumed all the appearance of water on lUe 1 
brain. There were convulsions and spasms of the limbs ; first contracted, 
n dilated pupils; complete insensibility; foul tongue; rapid pulse; 
and great heat of head. He rallied under the persevering use of Belladonna, 
Qelleboms, Mercurius, and Sulphur. On the 19th he had so far revived 
as to take notice of what was going on around him, and on the S5th was 
able to sit up. lie had subsequently Arsenicum and Phosphoric Acid, 
some relaxation of the bowels, and the debility consequent apou so 
severe an illness. 
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Ca8B V. — A. I — , a girl, aged 5 years. 

November 15th, 184:7. — ^The eruption made its appearance three days 
ago : it is now somewhat subsiding. Yesterday she was taken very ill, 
with head and chest affection. Her breathing is fihort and quick ; she 
coughs with a good deal of pain ; pulse rapid and full ; skin hot and dry ; 
thirsty. Her face is livid and bloated ; her eyes are firmly closed to 
avoid the light, and when opened by force are found to be red and in- 
flamed. She has much headache, and is drowsy and sleepy. 

Take Belladonna 6th, every four hours. 

The next day she was so much relieved of all these alarming symptoms 
as to be able to get up and be dressed. She continued the medicine two 
days longer, and was, at the end of that time, quite well. 



ACUTE EEEUMATISM. 

A modern writer has stated it as his opinion that " medi- 
cine has been, and etill contiuuea to be, bo conjectural and 
uncertain, that our aatonislmient at the anxiety with which 
empirics have been sought after and followed, is much 
diminished." * 

Every one who reflects on the subject, must acknowledge 
the correctneBH of this observation. It is beyond dispute 
that the most powerful perpetuating cause of quackery is the 
lamentable uncertainty which characteriaes the prevailing 
system of medicine. 

"When men of the highest acquirements in the profession 
are found diametrically opposed to each other in matters 
both of opinion and practice ; when we see different schools of 
medicine each propounding its own favorite dogmas ; aJmost 
every teacher starting, as a stepping stone to popularity, some 
iiewandfancifultheory,andeverymedical man not only differing 
from his neighbour, hut even himself losing to-day his own 
identity of yesterday, can it be wondered at that the public 
flhould lose faith in a system, fruitful only in such instability 
and change, and award to the ignorant, but more consistent 
pretender, that confidence which should be enjoyed by the 
educ-ated and qualified practitioner! 

Discarding its present system of patchwork and haphazard, 
let the profession adopt in its place one which possesses 
those qualities, so iudiapensahle to success— uniformity, and 
permanency ; and it will have nothing to fear from its nos- 
trum-vending rival. Untd it does this, the quack will con- 
tinue to sliare with the medical man both the practice and 
the pro&t which belong, legitimately, only to the latter. 
What the world looks for, and has a right to demand, as well 
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from medicine as from other sciences, is fiaity in its principles, 
and a corresponding certainty in tbeir practical application. 
Finding these, persona would aa little dream of consulting 
the ignorant impostor to rid them of their bodily aQmente, aa 
they would of seeking the counsel of the uninitiated in legal 
matters, to extricate them ftora the meshes of an intricate 
legal question. The dark deeds of quackery can no more co- 
exist with the light of trath, than can midnight blacknesB 
with the hrightneaa of noon-day. It must in short be con- 
fessed, that the empiric owes infinitely more to the imper- 
fections of the medical art as at present pursued, than to the 
much abused credulity of the public. 

Let us now see how far this is borne out by the ordinary 
mode of treating rheumatism — a fair test of the question, 
since this one disease has originated more quackery than all 
the rest put together. 

There may be found in the Allopathic treatment of many 
diseases, some one point oa which an approach, at least, to 
unanimity may be discovered — such, for instance, as the 
abatrnction of blood in inflammation of the lungs, and the use 
of opium in delirium tremens. In the treatment of rheuma- 
tism no such rallying point exists. Here every man feels 
himself at liberty to raise his own standard. 

The buffed and cupped appearance of the blood is the great 
sign of inflammation, and the most trustworthy criterion of 
the safety of repeating the bleeding. Acute rheumatism it 
a highly inflammatory disorder ; yet, says Dr. Elliotson, " wa 
shall find it (the blood,) buffed and cupped. But there is no 
danger from this circumstance ; for if we go on bleeding, we 
may find the blood buffed and cupped, till we have got nearly 
all the blood out of the body." An instance of this sort came 
under my own observation some years ago. I was called to 
visit a patient, in conjunction with a young physician, who 
had been attending him three weeks, and bad verified Dr. 
Elliotson's words almost to the letter. The patient vat 
reduced to the lowest ebb by repeated venesections, and on 



ACUTE KnEITMATIBM, 221 

my inquiring upon what grounds this had been done, the 
doctor brought forward a basinful of recently- drawn blood, 
and pointed triumphantly to its strongly marked cup-shape, 
and thickly buffed coat, as an undeniable justification of hia 
treatment. How much further this draining might have been 
carried, but for the intervention of a little advice suggested 
by greater experience, it is impossible to determine ; but it 
shows to what a broken reed those practitioners trust who use 
the lancet in this disease. 

Equally uncertain and indefinite ia the rule for employing 
other remedies. Some rest all their hopes on mercury ; others 
on the use of bark ; colchicum has a band of admirers ; iodine 
another ; some trust to salines j some to purgatives ; and, 
recently, a thick covering of wadding Las been extolled, as 
the most effectual means of relief. 

It is, however, in the treatment of chronic rheumatism, that 
quackery fiuda its stronghold. Unrestrained in these cases by 
the severe and dangerous symptoms which attend the disease 
in its acute form, the empiric finds time nnd scope for the 
exercise of his ingenuity in devising, and of his perseverance 
in applying, his remedies ; and the patient, too well aware of 
the uncertainty which attaches to regular practice, submits 
himself a willing victim to his irregular adviser. Without 
aaserting that in doing this he chooses the lesser evil, it may 
be questioned whether be does not select the least painful, 
for, among the external remedies most in vogue, are, bleeding, 
cupping, leeching, blisters, setons, mustard -poultices, liniments, 
embrocations, and acupuncture ! The quack may be the lesa 
fluccessful practitioner of the two ; he is certainly the most 
merciftil. 

These remarks are not intended to convey the erroneous 
impression that Homceopathy encounters no difficulties in 
curing rheumatism. Ou the contraj^', it must be confessed 
that under the best treatment that can be brought to bear 
upon it, there is that about it, which renders it, at times, 
exceedingly obstinate and intractable disease. But between 
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the two modeg of treatment, there ia this great and esse 
difference, that, whilst Allopathy ia uncertain, unscientific, 
ajid haphazard in ita principles, painful in its practice, and, on 
that account, often uuBucceaaful in ita reaults; Homceopathy, 
oven when unsucceaaful, bas tha sting of faOure reniored, by 
tlie consciouaneas of having acted on fixed and philosophical 
principles, and of haying added nothing to the aufierings of 
the patient, by tho torturing character of its remedies. That 
ft cure should resuit from the latter, where failure had attended 
the former, is what one would naturally expect, and what 
eiperience proyes to be the case. 



Case I.— G. M- 



1, aged 32 years. 



.Tannary IGLh, 1848. — Soma years ago was confined eighteeu weeks 
with this disease. He is much eipased in bis occupation to sud- 
den alternations of temperature, He caught culd a few days ago, 
nod the present attack has been creeping on ever since. Hotli 
aakles and nrisis, and the left koeo, are much svollen, red, and so 
exquisitely painful and tender, that lio cannot benr the bast touch, or 
movement, of those parts. He lies on liis hack like a person paralysed. 
He gets no sleep : his pulse ia full and rapid ; skin hot and dry ; 
tlie brcatliitig ehort and quick, and attended witli a. good deal of 
cough and expectoration. He is very thirsty; his tongue is fool; 
he has of course no appetite. Ho has taken aperient medicine with- 
niit beneBt. 

Aconite 3d, every three hours. 

17th.~Diminntion ot the febrile symptoms: the limbs as pain- 
ful, and as much swollen as before. The right knee is now impli- 

Take Bryonia 3d, alternately with tho Aconite, every four hours. 
19th,— Very great amendment. The ankles and right knee are com- 
paratively well. The left wrist and hand, though wesk and puffed, 
admit of free motion. He has had some sound sleep during the last 
two nights, but wakes in a profnse perspiration: be has but httle fever 
or thirst. 

Take Mercurius lath, every four Iiours. 
B3d, — He has progressed most satisfuctoiily since the last date. He 
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retains but little trace olliis complaint. Tlie limbs are restored to tlieir 
iiatuTJil appearance. He suffers no pain ; the perspirations have ceased ; 
be has no fever nor tbirst ; bis toDgue is clean, and he has a good 
appetite. The chest symptoms, spoken of in tjie lirst instance, have 
entirelj disappeared. 

Continne MereuriuSj three times a day. 

SStL^Quite convalescent. At times baa some dragging pains across 
the aboolders. 

Take Rhus ISth, twice a day. 

He required no farther aiiJ. 



E n,— Mrs. D— , aged 30 y 



January ISth, ISiS. — She keeps a shop, iu a damp sitiialion, and is 
mucli ejzposed to draughts of cold air. 

Waa seized three daja ago, with shiveriugs, and other symptoms of 
a cold, which resulted in the present severe attack of rheumatic fever. 
She is confined to bed : the knees, left arm, and shoulder, are the parts 
moat affected. Thej are hot, dry, and swollen (especially the knees), 
red, and so intensely painful as to render her incapable of bearing 
the least motion, and entirely preclude sleep, night and day. She is 
very thirsty : complains much of headache ; her pulse is rapid. 
Take Aconite 3d, every four hours. 

21at. — Bonie subsidence of the fever ; in other respects uot much 
amendment. The pain has extended to the back, completely pinioning 
the anna, and rendering her as helpless as a child. 

Take Aconite 13th, and Bryonia 3d, alternately, eveiy four hours. 

94tli. — The febrile symptoms have moch abated. S" 
free from pain : gets a good deal of sleep ; has but little thirst ; 
no headache, and altogether enjoys great relief, Eer skin is bathed 
in moisture. 

Take Aconite 3d, every night, at bedtime ; and Mercurias, every 
four hours in the day. 

26 til. — Progressive amendment. 

Continue the medicines. 

S9tb. — Is entirely free from pain : Ima no fever. Her only compi 
now is wcakuesa. 

She bad previously suffered severely from two protracted attacks of 
thia disease, and was, on tbat account, the more gratified at her rapid 
recovery on the present occasion. 
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Case III. — Henry P — , aged 36 yeara. Has had three 
previous attacks of rheumatic fever. By each of the first 
two he was confined fifbeen weeks, and eleven weeks by 
the last. 

September 26th, 184>8. — He has now been ill a long time, though 
not sufficiently so to keep him from his employment, and daring the 
whole period has been under medical treatment. Five days ago the 
symptoms assumed so aggravated a form as to compel him to take to 
his bed. He has been taking colchicum, iodine, Dover's powders, &c., 
without benefit. The pain now occupies the right hand and wrist, 
left foot and knee, and the back of the neck. These parts are swollen, 
hot, tender to the touch, and intolerant of the least motion. He is 
feverish and thirsty ; has headache ; full, hard pulse ; and a short, 
hacking cough. 

Take Aconite 3d, and Bryonia 3d, alternately, four hours apart. 

38th. — Amendment : head in particular much easier; less fever. 
Ck)ntinue Bryonia. Aconite, at bedtime. 

29th. — No pain or swelling in any of the joints, except the left knee. 
No fever or thirst. Slept soundly last night. Complains of aching in 
the loins. 

30th. — Still troubled with the pain in the back : otherwise com- 
paratively well. 

Khus 12th, twice a day. 

October 5th. — Up and dressed, and has been out walking. Good 
appetite ; gains strength rapidly. 

Sulphur 1 2th, every day. Cured. 



LTJMBA&O. 

BTHOron unattended, for the most part, by any great amount 
^constitutional disturbance, Lumbago gives rise, at times, to 
the moat acute suffering. It often throws the patient upon 
hia back, and renders it impossible for him to assume any 
other posture, till it is eradicated. 

The remedies moat commonly employed, eonaiat, out- 
wardly, of cupping, leeching, blisters, plaatera, mustard- 
poultices, embrocations, baths, &c. : inwardly, of purgatives, 
opiates, diaphoretics, colchicum, iodine, and many other 
medicines. 

Tliere is no form of rheumatism, as far as my experience 
enables me to form an opinion, which yield so readily aa tbia 
to Homoaopathic treatment. Bryonia, Nux Yomiea, Ehus, itc, 
infinitely surpass, in their effects, anything I was ever able to 
accomplish by Allopathic remedies. ^h 

The following cases bear me out in this assertion. ^^H 

Case I. — JVItb. W — , aged 33 years. ^^ 

September 15tli, 1848. — Sis o'clock, evening. Had a chill a month 
ago, and ever since has felt pa,in3 flying nbout diOGrcnl parts of the 
body, Threo dajs ago she became much worse, and at the present 
time is confined to bed, and rendered entirely incapable of moving, 
by a distracting paiu across the loins, extending, also, round to tlie 
hip, groin, and dovm tho left leg. She is feverish, hot, and thirsty. 
There are also some pains of a more mitigated character in both arms. 

Take Aconite 3d, directly ; Biyonia 3d, every two hours afterwards. 

16th. — M ten o'clock last night the pain began to abate, and 
has continued to do so, and slie is now comparatively easy and com- 
fortable. She can move without difficulty, and h&s lost all the feverish 

Continue Bryonia, every six hours. 

10 ( 
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1 8tli. — Up dressed, and has felt no inconvenience tlie last two days, 
beyond a little aching in the loins yesterday evening. 

Pulsatilla 12th. Cured. 



Case II. — Mrs. S — , aged 46 years. Has now been ill three 

days. 

September 1st, 1847. — She has had two previous attacks of the same 
complaint, for which she was bled twice, and cupped once. The present 
one is quite as severe as either of the former. She is in bed, lying on 
her back, quite unable to move, and screaming out with pain when 
she attempts to do so. The pain extends across the loins, and down 
the left leg. She has had no sleep the last two nights, and is thirsty 
and feverish, and feels altogether very unwell. Her messenger was 
sent to me with the request that I would go and bleed her ; I preferred 
sending her 

Bryonia 3d, to be taken every two hours. 

2d. — She has had a good night. The second dose of medicine gave 
her much relief, and she has continued to improve ever since. She has 
comparatively little pain, and feels only a soreness remaining. 

Continue the medicine, every four hours. 

3d. — She is all but well. 

Take Pulsatilla 12th, twice a day. 

4th. — The soreness has left her : she has had a good night's rest, and 
can get up and walk about comfortably. 

5th.— Perfectly restored. 

Case III. — I. H — , aged 37 years. 

March 17th, 1847. — He had an attack of lumbago two years ago, 
and ever since has felt pains in the loins at times. Was seized yester- 
day, after employing rather unusual exertion, with very severe pain in 
the loins, chiefly on the right side, passing through to the forepart of 
the body. Pressure on tliat part, the least motion, or deep breathing, 
increases the pain to an agonizing degree. 

Take Rhus 3d, every three hours. 

18th. — Very little better at present : he had a wretched night. The 
pain has shifted slightly from its original seat. 

Take Bryonia 3d, every two hours. 
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19th. — An amazing change. He got up this morning, dressed him- 
self, and walked some distance, without inconvenience. He feels no 
pain whatever to-day. 

He had another supply of medicine, and resumed his employment the 
day following. 



Case IV. — G. M — , aged 31 years. 

May 18th, 1847. — Was seized yesterday, suddenly, with severe pain 
across the loins, which has gone on increasing up to this time. He is in 
bed, and can neither turn nor move, on account of the agony any at- 
tempt to do so creates. The pain is more on the right side than the 
left, and extends into the groins, and down to the toes. In other re- 
spects he is pretty well. He has used oil to the back, and taken Friar's 
balsam inwardly, to no purpose. His sufferings are now, to use his 
own expression, " dreadful." 

Take Bryonia 3d, every two hours. 

19th. — ^Already greatly relieved : he has not half so much pain as 
yesterday. He can get out of bed, and stand upright with tolerable 
ease. 

Continue the medicine. 

20th. — Continued amendment. He is now, with the exception of 
some stiffness in the back, comparatively well. 

He had Nux Vomica, and resumed his employment a day or two after. 



SCIATICA. 

Sciatica, generallj considered to be inflammatory rheu- 
matism of the sciatic or large nerve of the thigh, is, on the 
whole, a more painful and obstinate aflection than that of 
which we have just been speaking. When suffered by ne- 
glect to become confirmed, there are, indeed, few, if any dis- 
eases, which entail upon their victims a greater amount of 
suffering and inconvenience. 

Like other forms of local rheiunatism, it receives, at the 
hands of the Allopathic practitioner, much the same kind of 
treatment as lumbago. 

The Homceopathic mode of dealing with it will be seen in 
the following cases. 



Case I. — Mrs. B — , aged 36 years. A stout woman, of 
dark complexion, and excitable temperament. 

June l^th, 1848. — Has been poorly the last week, with dyspeptic 
symptoms, and pain in the left hip and leg. This pain, the last two 
days, has increased to an intolerable dep;ree. It commences at the 
posterior part of the hip, passes round to the groin, down the back of 
the thigh to the knee (where it is very severe), and thence to the heel. 
It becomes excruciating at times, especially so when she is warm in 
bed ; on that account she is forced to get up, but can neither sit, stand, 
nor move, without great anguish. In the course of the night, and again 
this morning, she was seized with paroxysms of fainting and crying ; 
she has no appetite, and feels nauseated. 

Take Chamomilla 3d, every two hours. 

15th. — Wonderfully relieved : she walks briskly from room to room, 
and says she does not feel a tithe of the pain she did yesterday. She 
had some sound sleep in the night. 

Continue the medicine. 

17th. — She walks to my house from the City, a suflBcient proof, 



aloue, of her amendment. SJie rctaina little or no troce of her I 
ment, but thinks it safe to continue the medicine a daj or two 
Cnred. 

Case II. — Mrs. M. A. E— -, aged 23 years. 

Febraary lOtb, 1S47. — She f^ot wet ten daya ago, and has evt 
been troubled bj occasional pains in the left leg. The daj before I 
yesterday she nas exposed to cold damp air, and vras seized in the eTen- 
ing with shirering, followed by severe pain, extending down the pos- 
terior part of the limb, fcooi the Lip to the knee. Pressure over the 
nerve, as well as moTement, causes excessive agonj. She is also suffer- 
ing from all tbe symptoms of a cold. 

Take Dulcamara 12th, every three Lonra. 

12th. — Greatly relieved : has no pain in tliB lower half of the thigh, 
and much less in t)ie hip. She can sit down with ease, and walk a few 
steps with but little inconvenience. 

Continue the medicine, three times a day. 

Two days later she waa ou.t walking, &nd entirely recovered without 
further medical assistance. 

Case III. — L. Q — , a full and large, though not robust, man, 
aged about 50 years. 

December 1st, 1847. — Seized suddenly, this morning, whilst dressing, 
with a sharp pain in tbe right hip, which almost caused him to fall. 
It passes from the hip to the groin, and extends down the outer side 
of the thigh. It is of a darting, burning kind, and is so much increased 
by movement, that he is compelled to remain on liia back, though 
coHstantly endeavouring to shift his position, in order to reUeve his 
suffermg, wliich becomes iucreased at times, and in fits, almost beyond 
endurance. 

He had Arsenicum, Colocynlh, and Pulsatilla. 

Got ease after the first tweuty.four hoiu^, and on the 6th was well 
enough to relinquish medical treatment. 




There is nothing bo intolerable to the mind as the idea of 
prolonged pain. In anticipation, death appears preferable — 
in realisation, the instinctive love of lil'e alono renders it 
endurable. Hence the dread engendered by the name of 
tic-douloureux. Its associations are those of agonizing pain, 
and iudefinite duration — incurableneas. Like other popular 
impressions, this is doubtleBs exaggerated ; but, like them, it 
has truth for its foundation. There is no disease «-hich has 
so often been put to the " rack," without the secret of ita 
cure being elicited. Eolling on from age to age, and gather- 
ing in its course the ttccomulating wisdoni of Buccesaive gene- 
rations, Allopathy finds itself still nnable to remedy the ache 
of a nerve-twig ! "Whence thia immobility p Why is it that 
the art of curing diseases remains now ■where Hippocrates left 
it two thousand years ago ? " He used purgatives in great 
Tariety, and administered them with great ireedom ; he pre- 
scribed diuretics and sudorificB ; he drew blood both by the 
lancet and the scarificator ; he applied cupping glasses ; he 
administered injections, and inserted issues ; he made frequent 
use of external applications, such as ointments, plasters, 
liniments, Ac."* "What more does the physician of eighteen 
hundred and forty-nine p Hippocrates knew little or nothing 
of anatomy, physiology, botany, chemistry, materia medica. 
What does not the physician of the present day know on all 
these subjects ? The question recurs with redoubled force, 
why, with the aid of all this borrowed light, does the prac- 
tice of medicine remain stationary amid universal progresBion ? 



• Dr. Bostock'a 
Practical Medicine.' 



Hiatoi; of Medicine,' ia tbc 'Cjclopsedia of 
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"We look in vain for an esplanafcion in the history of other 
Bciencea — they afford no parallel. Astronomy, geography, 
meehanica, natural philosophy — the siater Lranches of the 
medical art which we have just enumerated— all these, 
though they may have been insignificant in their beginnings, 
and oIiBcure in their birth, yet have they, from age to age, 
continually and steadily advanced, expanding into maturity, 
and wianing for themselves the lofty position we now see 
them occupy in the temple of learning. The secret lies in 
this — that while those branches of knowledge are based upon 
an accurate comprehension of natural laws, and from thence 
derive an onward tendency aa irresistible as the truth from 
whence they spring, the science of medicine, as at present 
constituted, involves no such law— has no foundation in cor- 
rect principle — and, on that account, is aa incapable of ad- 
vaneeiaeut, as a rootless tree is of growth. 

The necessity for a natural and universal law of cure 
is keenly felt by the most enlightened diaciples of Allopathy,* 
and nowhere is its absence more apparent, than in the ordi- 
naay mode of treating tic-douloureus. Its history is the his- 
tory of medicine — uncertain, vacillating, fruitlesa : an un- 
ending circle of experiments, leading to endless diaappoint- 
ment. It would be a task of more time than profit to enu- 
merate all the remedies— from division of the nerve, down to 
the bop-pillow— that have been essayed for the removal of this 
disease. It is more interesting to know that the three reme- 
dies most confidently used by the AUopathiat are essentially 
Homosopathic in their action : Araenic, Belladonna, and 
Stramonium. 

If there is any one diseaae, on the treatment of which 
Homoeopatliy would be content to rest its claim to superiority 
over the old system, that one is tic- douloureux. Nowhere is 



• "Things liave arriTed at sucli a pitch, that they cannot be w 
They nmst mend or end I !" (Dr. rorbcs, ' British and Foreign Medical 
~ " ',' Article, "Old Physic and Young Physic") 
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the practical advantage rcBulting from tlie guidance o 
manent and recognised law more strikingly manifested, be- 
cause, nowliere is it more successfully applied. So rich ia 
Hahnemann's Jlateria Medica in remedies for thia disease, 
that, judging from my own eiperience, I question whether the 
moat confirmed cases may not be greatly mitigated, if not 
entirely cured, by the steady employment of thoao remedies. 

In more recent cases, and those of an inflammatory and 
rheumatic character, their efficacy is often truly magical. 



Case I. — Mra. A — , aged 25 years. Plump, and generally 
healthy. 

NoTomlier IGtli, 1816. — Has been suffering from the present attack 
three months, during the whole of wliidi period atie has been under 
medical treatment. It seized her an hour after Iicr cou&aemcut, fuid the 
gentleman wbo attended her had her under care a moulb. Failing to 
get relief, siie subsequently consulted three other medical men, but with 
no better success. All sorts of remedial devices were tried — she had 
two teeth extracted ; blisters were applied to the cheek, and behind the 
ear; blood was repeatedly drawn bj leeches; mustard poultices, lini* 
mente, and fomentations, were brought into requisition; besides 
creosote, camphor, and laudanum, as applications to the gums, tAeth, 
and ear ; and internal remedies were adminiatcred in corresponding 
quantity and diversity. Hating attended her some years ago, she is 
induced, almost in despair, to come a considerable distance to seek my 
adriee. She describes the pain as being of a tearing, piercing kind, 
occupying the right side of the face and head, affecting the ear, jaws, 
teeth, and eheek-bone. She gets short intervals of ease, after which 
the pain returns with redoubled violence. Tbe gums are inflamed; 
the face puffed; the teeth tender. Her health is bad; she ii weak, 
feverish, and thirsty ; has a foul tongue, and no appetite. 

Take Aconite 6tli, and Merouriua 6th, alternately, every four honrs. 

17th. — The constitutionfll fever, and inffamniation of the gums much 
abated. She can now, for tbe lirst time during her illness, close the 
teeth witb tolerable ease. 

Take Mercurius fi-th, every four hours. 

19lh.— Tlie paia ceased nt seven o'clock yesterday evening, and has 
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been felt but sliglitiy since. Slept well for i.Le first time these eleyen 
weeks. 

Continue tlie medicine, every six lionrs. 
30th.— Have been some pains felt at long intertals, particularly in 
the ear. Tiiey are, however, so trifling, in comparison with what aha 
before suffered, that she " does not mind them." 

Phosphorus 6tli, a dose every sis hours. 
23d. — Has felt a alight pain the last three evenings, from seven till 

Cinchona 3ti, every eight hours. 
23tb. — Has had no pain the last three days ; is altogether much im- 
proved in health. 

A few dosea of Sulphur, Cured. 



Case II.^F. E — , aged 29 years. Dark complexion, weakly 
couatitution. 

November 3ith, 1S46.— Ten daja ago had a cold, for which he laid 
in bed, and took some medicine ; got better, and resumed his bosiness. 
On Sunday morning (this being Tuesday), he was seized with di»- 
tractiiig paiu in the left ear, from whence it extended up the face to 
the temple, and across to Ihe eye. It still continues unabated, with 
violent fits of exacerbation. The whole side of the face is hot, tense, 
and exquisitely teuder to the touch, especially in and about the ear, 
where, al«o, there is a strong pulsation. He is distressingly pros- 
trated in strength, being as powerless as an infant; he is propped up in 
bed; his head thickly enveloped iu flannels; his voice, naturally fnll 
and powerful, is weak and puerQe ; and he utters constantly a low whine 
or moan ; exhaustion and sleeplessness have rendered him lethargio 
and heavy, and he is distressed by light and noise ; his pulse is rapid and , 
jerking; tongue dry and coated; and he is very thirsty. Directly he i 
was taken ill he sent for a medical gentleman, who has attended him 
up to this time. He has been rather violently purged ; is at present 
taking powders and a mixture, which cause him to perspire ; he is 
also using an embrocation to the face and throat, and occasional 
fomentation s. 

Take two doses of Aconite ; then Belladonna 3d, every four honra. 

35th. — Fever, thirst, and heat abated ; slight remission of the pain; 
: 9tiU terrihly eshausted ; no sleep. 
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Take fonr doses of Arsenicum Gtli, one every hour ; tlieo 
Pliosphorua 3d, every two hoars. 
25th. — An hoar after the first dose of medieiuo IIjc pain became 
lulled (especially in the temple), and he fell into a aouud sleep; he now 
Ills occasional pains, of a subdued character, in the car, and angle of 
tbcjair. He lias taken some nourishment; liis voice has recovered its 
tone; and he is altogether another creature. Is still weak, and per- 
Bpires in his sleep. 

Continue Fliasphoms ; ani] take Mercurius 12lh, at bedtime. 

37th. — Entirely free from pain : much restored in strength and 

spirits; sat up an hour yesl«rd3y evening, and intends doing so to- 

From this time Iiis recovery was rapid. |He had Mcrcurius and 
Sulphur, and, after a few days, went into the country. 

Cabe III. — Miaa C. O — , aged 2G yeara. Pale and rather 
delicate. 

July Slat, 1S47. — Has been a martyr to faceaehe for years. Has 
bad seven or eight teeth drawn, and submitted to a great deal of medi- 
cal trentment, without gaining any permanent relief. The present at- 
tack (the most severe she has ever had), has tormented her a fortnight. 
She gets short intervals of ease from the free use of laudnnum, in- 
waidly, and locally applied. Until yesterday the pain was on the right 
side; the left is now affected; it extends from the ear under the chin, 
to the teeth and gums, wliich are inflamed and Gwollcn, canaing a 
copious flow of saliva, and entirely preventing mastication. The pain, ia 
of a " darting and dashing kind," aod is worse of an evening, aod in- 
creased by the warmth of bed. 

Take Mercurius 6th, every six hours. 

AagQst Bd. — After the seeonii dose of medicine she began to get 
ease, and iu the evening waa nearly free from pain. It has been gra- 
dually subsiding ever since, and at the present time there is scarcely a 
trace of it left. Her mouth was so maoh better yesterday as to admit 
of her eating a meat dinner, whereas, for a fortnight previously ghe 
could hardly speak, on account of the pain. 

Continue the medicine, three times a day. 

4th. — Has had twinges of pain flyiug about the face at times, lasting 
for a minute, and then subsiding. 

Take fktlna ISth, twice a day. 
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jth. — No pain whatever : appetite good, feeb stronger, and is otber- 
le perfectl; woU. 



Case IV.— E. H— , aged 34 years. 

March 36th, 1847.— Has been afflicted with this attack two months. 
The pain occupies tlic entire left side of the face anil head ; implicating 
tile ear, teetli, and gums, and extending to the neck and shoulder. It 
was at first worse in tlie night ; lately it has been constant ; it is aggra- 
vated h; taking warm things ; and is easier in the air. She has applied 
B blister behind the car, and iiseil laudanum in several wnjs. 
Take Meierenm 12th, every four hours. 

J9th. — The disease entirelj gone, with the exception of a little tender- 
ness on closing the teeth. 

Mercurins 12th, twice a daj. Cured. 



Case V. — -Miss E — , aged 26 years. 

March 23d, 1847. — Has been suffering between three and four 
mouths from an ogonixiug pain in the left side of the face. She gets 
intervals of ease, during wliieh she is able to attend to business ; but in 
the warmth of bed, in the cold air, and after food, the pain is increased 
to such an agonizing degree as almost to drive her mad. She is then 
forced to lie on a sofa, or pace the room, with hot things applied to the 
fece, to mitigate the pain. It occupies the lower jaw principally. She 
has been ander tlie care of a physician, who has prescribed a variety of 
lemediea, without affording tba slightest ease. He told her he could 
mitigate, but not cure, her malady. 

She had, first of all, Merciirlus; then Arsenicnm, in alternation with 
it ; and got complete ease in the course of three days. 

Abont twelve months after this period (having left the neighbour- 
hood), she liad another attack, and consulted a medical gentleman of 
the old scliool. Re attended her a fortnight, but failiug to make any 
impression on the disease, she was induced to send to me for a packet 
(rftha same powders she had a year before. I sent a dozen Mereurius. 
She got complete ease in twenty-four lioiirs, and lios been perfectly well 
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Case VI. — Mrs. W-— , aged 27 years. 

March 27th, 1847. — Has been afflicted a fortnight. The attack comes 
on e?ery morning at seven o'clock, and lasts three or four honrs. 
It occupies the right temple, the eye, eyebrow, and cheek bone ; and 
is of a tearing kind, and exceedingly agonizing at times. She has 
some decayed teeth, but the pain does not appear to be connected 
with them. The face is exquisitely tender to the touch when the pain 
is on. 

Take Cinchona 3d, every two hours. 

23d. — ^This morning the pain is much mitigated. 

24th. — Hardly any remains of the pain. Feels " quite different.** 
Continue, for a day or two longer. Cured. 



FEVEE. 

Thb reader will have observed in the foregoing pagcH, that 
in the deacription of almost every disease, fever is mentioned 
as forming a prominent feature. It is an attendant, in a 
greater or lesser degree, upon every inflamniatory disorder : 
its intensity heing generally in proportion to the urgency of 
the attack, and the importance of the organ affected. Thus, 
in inflammation of the brain, lungs, liver, &e., we have more 
fever than in the same condition of less important parts. 
There is this grand distinction to be drawn between fever of 
this kind, and that of which we are about to speak, viz., — 
that the former is produced by the local disease, is kept alive 
by its continuance, and disappears as it subsides — it is thuB 
a symptom of another disease, and hence is denominated 
m/mptowiatic fever ; while the latter, originating, as most medi- 
cal men believe, in no local disorder, but having its own 
peculiar symptoms, and running an independent course, ia 
regarded as a distinct disease, and hence is called, by way of 
pre-eminence — Fb ve b. 

The disease divides itself naturally into two great families 
— the intermittent, and the continued. The former is fur- 
ther subdivided mto quotidian, tertian, and quartan, consti- 
tuting the three types of ague. The latter is variously ar- 
ranged by different authors, under different heads ; such as 
common, inflammatory, gastric, bilious, nervous, typhus fever, 
Ac. These are arbitrary distinctions, employed in books for 
the convenience of description. Practically they are unim- 
portant. The symptoms distinguishing the different classes, 
are often so commingled as to render it impossible to separate 
them, and say under which head any particular case should be 
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placed. We will, therefore, not attempt to draw on paper a 
line of demarcation which is but indistinctly defined by nature. 
There is no theoretical question in medicine more obscure 
than the nature of fever, nor a practical one surrounded by 
greater diversity of opinion, than that of its treatment. To 
the Allopathist this must ever be the case. His treatment 
of a disease is regulated by the notion he may entertain of 
its nature. The one being unfatliomable, the other cannot 
but be uncertain and unstable. Thus, Dr. Clutterbuck, and 
those who agree with him, observing in most cases of fever a 
good deal of head affection, believe it to consist essentially 
in inflammation of the brain, and employ such measures as 
they deem best calculated to relieve that condition— those 
measures being comprised, principally, in the different forms 
of bloodletting. Others, again, disciples of the French phy- 
sician, Broussais (whose opinions prevail extensively in this 
country), finding in many cases of fever unequivocal signs of 
mischief in the bowels, regard it as originating in disease of 
those organs. These, disregarding the head, direct their 
attention, almost exclusively, to the removal of what they 
consider to be the cause of the disorder, and accordingly apply 
leeches by tens, twenties and fifties, to the abdomen. 

To the HomcBopathist the hidden source of a disease, 
though doubtless a subject of deep philosophical interest, is 
not a question which influences him materially in his practice. 
Nature having vouchsafed to him the light which the symp- 
toms throw upon the internal operations of the disease, he 
deems it safer to walk by this light, than to be continually 
hunting after that, which, no doubt for wise purposes, has 
hitherto been kept from his view. So, in his treatment of 
fever — uninfluenced by his inability to fathom the occult 
moving powers of the disease, but studying carefully all the 
symptoms — awarding to each its own weight, and attaching 
to no particular one an exclusive degree of importance — he 
selects such remedies as are calculated to include the whole 
circle of symptoms within its sphere of action. The result is 



that hia treatment eneiires an amount of success, aueh as i 
sighed for in vain by those who direct all their attention to 
one particular organ, or class of symptoms, and entirely over- 
look, or take but little account of, the rest. The Ailopathist 
treats a symptom — the Homoeopathiat a^Mlie symptoms — the 
di*ea»e. 

• A minute examination of the multifarions plans of treatment 
adopted by the Allopathists, would be an endless and useless ' 
undertaking. There is, however, one practical obaervation 
connected with this subject, of too much importance to be 
paeaed over in silence. I allude to the pemiciouB custom 
which prevails so generally, of giving purgative medicines in 
fevers. Some adopt it to a very great extent. Dr. ElUotson, 
for instance, insists upon the bowels being purged two or three 
times every day, and to effect this, advises the administration 
of five, ten, or fifteen-grain doses of calomel, followed by 
castor-oil or senna, and this action is to be kept up from day 
to day. Many medical men do nothing more than give saline 
aperients. Others, and perhaps the majority, use them more 
sparingly. 

When we consider that in almost all fevers, if there be not 
absolutely inflammation of the lining membrane of the 
bowels, at least a strong tendency to it exists : that one of 
the most troublesome symptoms is relaxation, arising from 
this iniiammatory conditiou : and that we comparatively rarely 
see a fatal case of iever, where death may not be attributed 
mainly to the exhausting effects of incurable diarrhcea, we 
cannot but believe that the use of purgative medicines, whose 
action, alone, is sufficient to induce this very state of things, 
is in the highest degree objectionable, and ought in every case 
to be avoided. This view of the matter, founded upon the 

dictates of common sense, is fully borne out by experience. 
In all the cases of fever which I have attended Homccopa- 
thically (and they have been numerous), I have fouud the 
patient's greatest safety to depend on keeping the bowels un- 
L and undisturbed. It frequently happens that the 
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bowels are not moved for the apaeo of a week or t 
not, indeed, untO tlie fever aubeidea. The patient begins to 
tiake nouriahment, and the bowels, regaining, with the rest of 
eysteiB, their functional power, act spontaneouBly. In the 
mean time, generally speaking, there is neither ncbe, nor pain, 
nor any other aign of disease, in those organs. They are 
simply quieacent, and that because, the patient taking no food 
they have no duty to perform. Where, under these circum- 
Btancea, is the justification for interfering with tbeir function? 
JJr. ElliotHon saya, with more force tban elegance, that we 
should see " that no filth collects in tbem." To this we reply, 
by asking, w^betber it be not the proper office of the bowela to 
contain "filth?" and by suggeating, that the natural and 
proper contents of the bowela are no more filthy to them, than 
the blood is to the heart, or the air to the lungs. We should, 
in fact, exercise as much sagacity in clearing these latter 
organs of their " filth," as we do when we administer aperients 
to perform that office for the alimentary canal ! 

There is a general impression, founded upon the negative 
results of Allopathic treatment, that fever, when once estab- 
lished, will, in spite of all the efibrts that may be made to 
arrest it, run a fixed and predetermined course. Hence it baa 
come to be regarded as the duty of the medical man to act the 
part of a watchman, only, over the disease. That this is the 
safest course tbe AHopathist, in the majority of cases, can 
pursue, is unquestionable. It is equally unquestionable 
that the HomiEOpathist, in following his example, would be 
guilty of the grossest negligence. In the worst class of eases 
— the typhoid — if he cannot arrest the disease, he can render 
it comparatively harmless and safe, by meeting those concur- 
rent symptoms on which its chief danger depends ; and in the 
milder and simpler forma, he may either at once put a stop to 
the disease, or, failing in that, may conduct it through ita 
difierent stages in a much shorter space of time than it would 
otherwise occupy. 
As these are the most important points in treating fever, 



the following cases ; 
tratjoii. 



devoted eiclusivcly to tbeir illiis- I 



Case I. — B. G — , aged 20 years. Tall, tliio, and delicate. 

Maj 17th, 1847. — Was seized tliree dajs ago witli ?iolent lieadache, 
and peins in bis back and loins, which compelled him to leave his work. 
These symptoms remain, and in addition, he has now intense thirst; 
alternatiug heats and chills i a rapid, small pulse; loss ai appetite; a 
foul, dry tongue; restleaaness, and absence of sleep. Has taken a))erient 
medicine, without any benefit. 

Aconite 6th, every four hours. 

IBth. — Greatly relieved ; he was scarcely at all thirsty yesterday 
after taking the medicine. Slc])t soundly alt night ; his tongue is 
moist ; skin cool ; head getting easy ; he even feels a slight longing 
for food. Some acliing pxiu ill his back is all the remains of liis 
disease. 

Continue the medicine, three times a day. 

He ref]nired no more, and resumed his occupation two or three 
days after. 

Case II. — Mrs. E. "W — , aged 42 years. Has been ill J 

twenty-four hours, ■ 

October 13th, 1S47. — Has heats and chills; intense headache ; siiorirfl 

quick breathing; rapid pulse (liSO); dry and burning skin; paichin^l 

Ibirst; white, coated, and cracked tongue; acliiug pains iu every liiiih. ■ 

She sighs, and moans, and is very restless. I 

Take Aconite 6th, every four hours. I 

] 4th. — Fever fully established, aud running very high ; her pulse is J 

hard, but beating twenty strokes less in the minute than on the 13th. M 

There is agonizing pain in the head; intolerance of light; bet limbs J 

and back ache terribly. She is very thirsty, aud her 1.ongue gets dry 1 

continually. 

To go on with the Aconite a few hours longer ; and then 

take Belladonna 6tli, every four iiours, 

15th.— This moruing she broke into a nice perspiration, and since , 

then has been amazingly relieved, especially in the head. Her pulse ia J 

still rapid. I 

I Continae the Belladoniu. ■ 
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17th. — Seized yesterday afternoon with a sharp pain in the left side of 
the chest, greatly increased when she coughs. She feels tight in the 
ciiest, is thirsty, has more headache. 

Take Bryonia 3d, every four hours. 
ISih. — Considerably better: she can breathe, cough, and move more 
freely. There is also less fever, thirst, and headache. 

Continue the Bryonia. 
20th. — Doing exceedingly well. Pain gone; skin cool; no thirst; 
pulse nearly natural ; and the tongue getting clean. 

Take Pulsatilla 12th, twice a day. 
24th. — Convalescent. 



Case III. — IVIr. E — , aged 36 years. 

September 12th, 1847. — Has been poorly some days, with loss of 
appetite, nausea, and other dyspeptic symptoms. To relieve these he 
took pills, two or three times, with no good effect. He is now very 
thirsty, and has severe headache, with languor; general pains; nausea, 
and disgust of food ; a foul, white tongue. The skin, at times hot, is 
not generally much above the healthy standard. The pit of the stomach 
and abdomen, tender and distended. 

Take Bryonia 12th, every four hours. 
]3th. — Much less heat and thirst: had a better night, but his head 
still aches, and his stomach is uneasy. 

Nux Vomica 12th, every six hours. 
14th. — Better in most respects ; but the bowels have become consi- 
derably relaxed. 

Take Chamomilla 3d, every four hours. 
15th. — The relaxation has increased, with griping and some straining. 
In other respects he is better. 

Take Arsenicum 12th, every four hours. 
16th. — The diarrhoea ceased with the first dose of medicine. 

Continue it every six hours. 
18th and 20th. — Progressing favorably. 

Rhus 12th, twice a day. 
23d.— Sitting up, dressed, and enjoying food. 




Case IA". — Miss E — , aged 22 years. Pale and delicate. 

September ICth, 1847— Has been ill o! tjpbua feyer tliree weeks at I 
Islington, where alie was attended b; a medical gentleman of the old j 
school, hut cotitinning to get worse, she was yesterday remoyed to her 
sister's home, and came#nder my care. 

She is now so ill as to induce me to give a \ery qualiSed opinion a; 
her nltimate reooyery. She has been taking a good deal of opening i 
medicine. There is extreme prostration of strength ; slie sinks low down I 
in the bed, on her back ; lier breathing is so short and rapid, that she 
cannot articulate the shortest sentence without stopping two or three | 
times to gasp for breath. Her puise is very rapid (140) and faltering; 
skin hot ; she is intensely thirsty ; her tongue is coated, drj, aud 
cracked. There is trembling of the limbs ; tenderness in the pit of the 
stomach, and over the whole of the abdomen. The bowels are mue 
relaacd ; everything runs througli her as she swallona it. She la deli 
rious in the night, aud gets httle or no sleep. 

Take Aconite 13th, and Arsenicum 13th, alternately, every four 

17tb, — Great amendment already. Many of the worst sjmptoms ai 
entirely removed, and the others are much mitigated. 

Continue the arsenicum. Aconite at long intervals. 
ISth. — Amendment still rapid; diarrhcea and abdominal tcndernesB J 
disappeared. Her pulse is 100, soft, and round; herskinoool; tongue I 
moist and cleaning; slight thirst; sleeps well. To-day, for the first I 
time, has enjoyed 'a little light nourishment. 

Take £hus, three times a day. 
I SOtfa. — She sat up three hours yesterday ; enjoys Food, and is quite J 
convalescent. 



Case V. — Jamea G — 



d 53 years. 



s ara« 



October 8th, 184?.— He has been getting worse since he v 
«ei«ed, a week ago. Was jesterday so ill he could not go out. 
present symptoms are, heats and chills whenever lie moves ; pains i 
back and limbs; headache; much thirst ; no appetite; hot skin; rapid 
pulse; foul, white, dry tongue ; short, hacking cough; quick breathing ; 
.teoderness in the bowels, probably owing to the operation of an ounce 
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ITHi ftni ••/** which he took of his own 

the chesL g» ,. *=" '' , , 

, . . 7, r •" J. p7^ every four hours. 

chest, u tbir * ,,^^ . [ i j • u 4. 

' -• ^^,- f:^ jnteiisely, and is very hot. 

18th — f •" -' i**** ^^'*' ^^^^ ^°"' hours. 

* ' •' 'i^i: not half so much fever; some thirst and 

^' ^.-i'liifl in the abdomen. 

Q(u^t '^^/^BtSomB. 12th, three times a day. 

. ^.' ■* ^^ Hani ; and but very little headache. Has a good 

2'- 

' l^^B. C — , a young lady, aged 22 years. Has 

r^d and poorly some time. In decided fever three 

if 

jflfth, 1848. — Intense headache, thirst, hot skin, rapid pulse, dry 
J*^ flushed face, aching limbs, delirium. 
'^^ Aconite and Belladonna, alternately, every four hours, 
jjth. — Head relieved : fever otherwise running high. 

Continue the medicines. 
I9th. — ^Fever less. Bowels violently relaxed, and vomiting. 

Ipecacuanha, directly ; then Arsenicum, every three hours. 
20th. — Very great amendment : fever all but gone ; head comfortable ; 
bowels quiet, till this afternoon, when they have been relaxed three 
times. Slept soundly last night. Very weak. 

Bhus 12 th, three times a day. 
22d and 24th. — No fever. Convalescent. 
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SPITTING OF BLOOD, AND CONSUMPTION. 

SprTTiiro of blood, generally assigned a separate plaee in 
medical works, is only a aymptom o£ other diseased conditions 
congestion of the lungs ; transitory inflammations of the cheat ; 
lesions of the mouth and throat, &c. 

It is in connection with consumption that spitting of blood is 
most frequently observed. There are, indeed comparatively 
few cases of that disease in which, i 
manifest itself. 

Phthisis, consumption, decline, 
degeneration and ultimate decay < 

ia a disease which has always engrossed the deepest attention 
of medical men. Their inveatigationa have naturally been 
directed to two leading objects — first to ascertain the intimate 
nature of the disease, and the circumstances whidi regulate its 
progress — and secondly, to deduce from thence proper rules 
of treatment. 

Passing by the former of these questions as not coming 
within the purely practical scope of this volume, we will 
devote a few momenta' consideration to the latter, as inte^ 
resting us more nearly, and as being more easily within our J 
reach. 

Before proceeding further, I wish to disclaim, as far as I 
am personally concerned, all participation in the canting pro- 
ona wbich some persons mate of being able to cure con- 
Bumption, Such professions can only originate in one of two 
sources— ignorance, or knavery. In ignorance — inasmucli as 
any one, totally uoacquainted with medicine, may be supposed 
not to know that consumption is incurable. Attempting, 
under such circumstances, to perform an impossibility, no one 
can mistake the proper position of such a man. In knavery — 
ijoafimuch as the man who, knowing, as every medical maji , 
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must know, that genuine consumption is notoriously incurable, 
shall yet attempt to persuade the public that he possesses the 
waud whose magic touch shall stay its progress, can be in- 
fluenced by no higher motive than a desire to impose upon 
his patients for his own advantage. With anything so base 
and unholy, Homoeopathy holds no fellowship. A cure for 
consumption is a boon which has hitherto been withheld 
from our race, and should it ever be bestowed, we are bound 
to believe that some purer medium for its communication will 
be selected, than is to be found among these greedy worship- 
pers of Manj mon. 

L'fiBvmg the future to the disposal of her own designs, it is 
certain that as far as the cure of consumption is concerned, 
the past presents nothing but a blank. Nor can this excite 
our astonishment ; for when we consider the peculiar structure 
and function of the lungs — their spongy texture and unceasing 
motion — and bear in mind their condition in the progress of 
decline, it certainly does appear to approach very near to a 
physical impossibility, that under such circumstances they 
should ever be restored. But though unable to attain to the 
hij^hor prerogative of cure, we are not, therefore, doomed to an 
impotent inactivity. The scarcely less important work of pre- 
vention and retardation invites our exertion. Here Allopathy 
and Homoeopathy come again fairly into competition, and it is 
to their respective capabilities that we wish now briefly to 
direct the reader's attention. 

vin order fully to appreciate their differences, it is necessary 
to bear in mind two things. 

First — that consumption, in all its stages, is an inflam- 
matory disease : and secondly — that notwithstanding this in- 
flammatory condition, it is as undeniably a disease of general 
debility. 

With these two propositions before us,^we are in a position 
to understand the embarrassing situation of the • Allopathic 
practitioner, when called upon to treat a patient labouring 
under either the premonitory or more advanced symptoms of 
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conaumptioD. He flnds liimaeif, (to speai somewhat figura- 
tively,) face to face with a patient, who preseute to him on the 
one side, the flushed cheek of inflammation, to relieve which, 
(if true to his principles,) he must in some way or other with- 
draw fclood : and on the other side, the pallid cheek of eshaua- 
tion, which imperatively forbids the use of auy debilitating 
remedy. The alternatives are, death according to nature, and 
death geeundem artem. 

That an assertion eo startling, hut at the same time so true, 
may lose none of its weight, by resting solely on my unsup- 
ported authority, let us hear what Dr. Law, of Dublin, says on 
the subject in his article, in the Cyclopasdia (# ftractical 
Medicine. " We would only observe, that the causes which 
c^ a tuberculous diathesis (consumptive tendency,) into ope- 
ration, are such as have the effect, either dii-ectly or indirectly, 
of debilitating the energies of the constitution ; and that, 
, therefore, though hemoptysis (spitting of blood) he a compli- 
cation with which we cannot tamper, but which we must meet 
with decision, we cannot hut I'egret the di]i';mua in which 
we are placed, by a symptom requiring a mode of treat- 
ment, which we have reason to apprehend may have the 
effect of increasing that condition of the system which has 
given rise to the original Sigeaae." This, expressed in rather 
a roundabout and mystified manner, put into plain language, 
amounts to the declaration, that in treating spitting of blood 
" with decision," (by which is meant bleeding, &c.,) we go tie 
proper way to increase the disease on which that symptoiQ 
depends ! This is certainly a curiously inverted mode 
and was it not too notorious, that in expressing his i 
opinion. Dr. Law does but echo that of all his brethren, 
might have attributed it to the well-known influence dL 
Hibernian an- in originating a curiously inverted mode of 
reasoning on matters in general. 

What, after this, does the reader suppose is the plan 
treatment usually adopted in these cases. Surely, he eiclaims, 
they do not bleed I Let ua see. This is Dr. EUiotaon'a advica 
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2 IS sPiTTnto or blood, 

— " On the immediate oceurrenee of hemorrhage (bleeding) 
from the lunge, it is ri{;ht to treat it as inflBmiuatioiL ; to bleed 
iu the arm freely." 

Dr. Law (whom we have juat quoted) bbj-b — " In an attack 
of active hemoptyBia, general bleeding, proportionate to the 
vascular orgasm, and to tho strength of the individual, must be 
employed." 

Dr. Copehuid, in hia Dictionary of Medicine, remarks — " If 
the patient be robust or young, if he have not suffered long 
from pulmonary diaeaae, and if the hemorrhage has not been 
very great, bloodletting ought to be immediately performed in 
the arm, from a large orifice, untU on impression ia made on 
the system, or faintnosa ensue." 

We might quote the same opinion, varied only in expres- 
sion, till the list of writers was eiliausted ; the practice, in 
short, is universal. If it be a first attack, the bleeding is 
plcntifid — if it occur subsequently and repeatedly, aa it often 
does in the course of consumption, then the bleeding is more 
moderate, and is performed by the cupping-glass and the 
IcpL-h, instead of the lancet — but however employed, and to 
whatever estent, the tendency is still the same ; it debilitates 
the patient, and so hurries on the fatal catastrophe it is 
intended to avert. We have hitherto omitted to mention 
blisters, antimony ointment, embroi-ations, Ai"., which are 
apjilied to the chest, and which, by then- painful action, still 
further eshauat the patient. Such is, in part only, the 
Allopathic mode of treating spitting of blood and conaump- 

Let us now examine how Homceopathy deals with these 

Consulted in the first dawn of the disease, she can either 
entirely arrest its progress, or keep it at bay for an unlimited 
time ; and at a later period, wheu it has attained a firmer 
hold, and a cure becomes hopeless, she can check its advance, 
and by the removal of those distressing symptoms which 
surround the disoaae, and constitute the patient's 
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trialH, can aBBuage Ma suffermga, and Bmooth IiIb passage to the 
grave. The Bymptoms here alluded to, are, the local pain in 
the chest, and conatant harassing cough; the fever, thh-st, and 
exhausting perspiration ; the vomiting, loss of appetite, and 
wasting diarrhcea. A few words will explain how this good is 



The reader has already learned that Homceopathy cures 
inflammation of the lungs without drawing one drop of Mood, 
or employing any of those other painful means on which 
Allopathy relies. The remedies which accomplish this object 
are equally availahle in treating the inflammation which 
attends upon consumption. Checking thia inflammation, we 
allay the cough which it originates, prevent the hectic which 
eonsumea the patient's frame, and at the same time ward ofl" 
the draining night-sweat, which is its natural outlet. For 
the vomiting, loss of appetite, and diarrhosa, when they are 
the products of diaease, HomcGopathy finda prompt relief in 
the use of appropriate remedies ; and to prevent them, when, 
as more &eiuent]y happens, they residt solely from the 
adminiatration of large quantities of nauseous and irritating 
medicines, no other precaution ia required than that whicb 
Homosopathy habitually adopts, of giving her medicines in 
email and tasteless doses. 

That nothing has been here advanced which experience 
does not warrant, let the following cases bear witness. The 
first relates to apitthig of blood, unconnected with consump- 
tion. This ia followed by others clearly of a consumptive 
character. On account of the protracted nature of the 
disease, as well aa for other obvious reasons, they are given 
in a condensed form, and without iuitJala. In all of them 
we trace the benign influence of Homceopathic treatment — 
in some instances entirely arresting the disease ; in others 
retarding its progress ; and in the worst caaea moderating 
the symptoms, mitigating the patient's aufferiugs, and so 
stripping the disease of aU that renders it terrible, except ita 

11 § 
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Case I. — E. W. E — , aged 20 years. Generally in the en- 
jo^Tnent of remarkably good health, and at the present time 
looking florid and robust. 

February 13th, 1847. — TThilbt walking rather briskly, about two 
hours ago, was seized with sudden and profuse irruption of blood from 
the chest. It occurred during a fit of coughing, which it prolonged, 
ahnost incessantly ejecting large quantities of blood and froth. Though 
a good deal depressed, his pulse is still irritable, quick, and hard. 
He continues to spit up the same mixture of blood and phlegm ; 
his breathing is oppressed ; he has a little pain under the right breast : 
just at that spot there is distinct crepitation, and some dulness on 
percussion. 

Take Aconite 6th, every two hours. 

Idth. — He feels a great deal better. He still continues to spit up 
dark, coagulated blood, and muco-purulent stu£P, the remains of yester- 
day's irruption. His cough is troublesome. 

Continue the Aconite, with Bryonia in alternation. 

1 5 th. — Improving. 

Phosphorus 6th, three times a day. 

From this time his recovery was rapid. He went to business on 
the 22d, but, having a little suspicious cough remaining, he was 
advised to go into the country. After a month's absence he returned, 
looking as hearty and robust as usual, and has continued so ever 
since. 

Case II. — A dark, large-built man, aged 35 years. 

February, 1847. — Has been wasting in flesh, and getting weak for 
some time past. He had a cold in the first instance, and has ever 
since been troubled with a severe cough. This morning he spat up a 
considerable quantity of fresh blood. His pulse is quick and small ; 
breathing short; skin cool; no particular thirst. He has a pain 
through the chest, • under the left collar-bone. The breathing sounds 
are imperfect and dull in that spot. 

He took a few doses of Aconite ; Phosphoric Acid ; and Carbo 

Vegetabilis. 

The spitting of blood ceased; the cough gradually subsided. His 
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general lietilth improved rapidl]', and at the cud of tltrec necks he (vh 
perfectlj well, and baa remained so up to this time. 

Case III. — A young, aingle woman, aged 19 years, 

October, 1S4S. — Has been ill five mouths ; nearlj the whole oC the 
penod under meJiod Ircdtiueut. Slic has all the sjmptoma of con- 
Gumption— wasting; great debilitj; chilliness in the afternoou, suc- 
ceeded b; beat, tbirst, and flashed face; loss of appetite, hot sldii; 
email, quick pulse ; uight-sweats ; a pain through the chest, on the 
left side, under the collar-booe, extending to the back ; a bard, distress- 
ing cougb, with jellow eipectoratiuu ; iuabibt; tu lie on the affected 
side. Auscultation detects distinct crepitation in liie seat of disease, 
duluesa on percussion, and bronchopbou;. She lias taken a good deal of 
opening medicine. Tbe bovelii are much relaieii, and the abdomen very 
tender. 

She took ArBciiioum, Mercurius, Phosjiliorio Acid, and Carbo 
Vegotabibs, 

Tbe action of tbcae medicifiea was most striking and gratifjiug. At 
tbe end of a month sbe considered herself, mid reullj appeared to he, 
quite well. All the above sjmptoms bad vanislied : slie bud regained 
bet streiigtli and spirits, and resumed her usual occupation. There 
was still a slight cough, and the sounds of tlie cbest, though cot 
healthy, had greatly improved. At this time she was forced to re- 
mOTe to a distance ; I am, therefore, unacquainted with her Bubsequent 
history. 

Case TV. — A yoimg woman, aged 20 years. Always 
delicate. 



r, 18i8. — Has been troubled with a sligbt cough, and loaiug 
flesh for some time past. Has now been coufiueii to bed three weoks. 
Has had no regular' ndvioo. Tiie system is in a slate of high escite- 
ment — general ebullitioa. She is exceedingly exhausted; caunot sit up 
in bed a moment without fainting. She is feverish, thirsty; has bead- 
ache; rapid breathing; short, hacking cough; has a pam on the left 
side, passing throogh the chest, under the collar-bone, and preventing 
her resting on that side. There is distinct mucous rSIc in the upper 
and posterior portion of the right lung, with bronchophony; loud 
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breatliing in the left. She gets particularly hot and flushed in the 
evening, and perspires profusely towards the morning. 

Looking at the case in all its bearings, I did not feel justified in 
holding out the least hope of her recovering sufficiently to leave her bed. 
In this I was happily mistaken : not only has she left her bed, but for 
months past has been in the enjoyment of tolerable health : so good as 
to admit of her venturing out once or twice to visit me. 

Under the action of Aconite, Arsenic, Phosphoric Acid, Carbo Vege- 
tiibilis, Kali, and some other medicines, varied according to symptoms, 
she rallied rapidly; regained her appetite, and with it her strength. 
She is now looking plump and well, and though there remahis a cough, 
with some unhealthy sounds in the chest, I am not without hopes of her 
ultimate restoration. 

Case Y. — A young female, aged 17 years. Formerly 
stout and plump, and still looking fat, though sallow in the 
face. 

October, 1848.-^Has been labouring under symptoms of consumption 
the last nine montha ; under treatment the whole time, and pronounced, 
by the last two gentlemen who attended her, incapable of surviving this 
autumn. The last remedy she took was cod-liver^oil, from which she 
seemed at first to derive some benefit, but latterly it has lost its effect. 
She has now all the signs of confirmed consumption, viz. : — wasting ; 
small,.. quick pulse; loss of appetite; thirst; evening exacerbations; 
night-sweats; rapid breathing; and siiortness of breath. A good deal 
of pain in the left side of the chest ; a hard, distressing couf^h, with ex- 
pectoration of yellow matter ; distinct gurgling in the subclavicular and 
scapular regions, with bronchophony, and duluess on percussion. The 
breathing in the right lung pretematurally loud. She has for some 
time past been unable to attend to her business, which is of an un- 
healthy character. 

She had Phosphoric Acid, Carbo Vegetabilis, Lycopodium, Kali, 

and Calcarea. 

Her amendment commenced with the treatment : was so considerable 
as to enable her to resume her occupation, and continue it up to this 
tiuie. There are still unequivocal signs of disease in the lung. Thus 
far it has been arrested : she enjoys comparative ease and comfort ; 
and with care, and the persevering use of remedies, it is impossible to 
say to what extent this favorable state of things may be prolonged. 
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Case TI. — A married woman, aged about 30 yeare. 
Spare, delicate, Hmall features. Of a consumptive family. 

January, 1 S4^8. — Two months aga had iuSammiiitian of tlJB right lung. 
Was bled, leeched, hiiatered, &c. As too often happens in cases of tliis 
kind, occurring in delicate persous, tliese measures produced great 
veakaess, but failed to subdue the disease. Tonics aad stinmlsnts 
were resorted lo, to " get up the strength." The effect lias been to 
perpetuate the disease in a sub-acute form, and Ibe result, the develop- 
ment of cOHSuropI ion. She has all along being harassed bj a cough : a 
mouth ago spat up a cousiderable quantity of blood, and has continued 
to do so ever since. She is now feverish, hot, and thii-stj ; exceediuglj 
weak; gets flushed in the evening; perspires at night; loses flesh 
rapidly. Complains of a sharp patn in the right side of ttie chest, iu 
breatliiug and CDughing. Auscultation contirma the opinion one would 
form from the foregoing symptoms ; there is a cavity in the right lung, 
a little below the collar-bone, the sounds indicating this being most dis- 
tinctly lieard at the back. 

Taking astaj all stimulants, and rcstrictiug her for a short time to 
milk diet, I gave also Aconite and Phosphorus. Sbe found relief within 
the first tweatj-four hours. Continuing these mediciues a few days, 
all active inflammation was completely removed. The thirst, fever, und 
hectic vanished ; her appetite returned ; the spitting of blood ceased -, 
the cough became easier; the eipectoration less copious. Pursuing 
the treatment with Lycopodium, Eali Carbonicum, and some otiier 
medicines, she was soon sufficiently restored to get about and attend 
to lier liouscliold afiuirs, and up to the present time has not failed lo 

it me (generally walkiiig a distance of a mile and a half for the pur- 
pose), once a month. 

She lias never lost her cough ; lias two or three times had slight re- 
turns of spitting of blood, and there are still unequivocal signs of the 
disease in the lungs, from which siie can never be rid; but it is 
gratifying to believe, judging from the past, that with the persisl- 
« of the same treatment, her life may be prolonged for an indeRnite 
period. 
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Case VII. — A married woman, aged 26 years. Dark 
complexion, formerly stout and florid. 

February, 1847. — Her health has declined rapidly the last year. She 
spat blood some time ago, and has now all the signs of confirmed con- 
sumption. Has had much medical treatment, but derived only slight 
benefit. She wastes rapidly ; is short of breath ; perspires profusely in 
the night ; constantly coughing, and expectorating thick, yellow matter. 
Feverish, thirsty, and no appetite. Tiiere is a large cavity in the apex 
of the right lung — ^gurgling, pectoriloquy. My first opinion was that 
she would not survive many weeks. Her course, it is true, has, of 
necessity, been gradually downwards; but the fact, that two years 
have elapsed since the period to which I allude, sufficiently testifies to 
the amazing power of Homceopathic remedies, in retarding the disease. 
Her symptoms have varied greatly in the interval — at one time better, 
at another worse, now spitting blood, again relieved, and so on ; but, 
on the whole, so great has been the comfort derived from the medi- 
cines, that she has never been able to go more than a week or ten days 
without them. She walked the distance of a mile to visit me six weeks 
ago ; since then I have not heard of her. 

Case VIII. — A man, aged 39 years. 

June 7th, 1848. — ^111 two years. Eighteen months under medical 
treatment. Splat blood two months ago ; now in rapid decline. Short 
breath ; coughs yellow matter ; is hoarse ; wastes ; perspires at night ; 
feverish ; no appetite ; diarrhoea ; hectic. Upper part of the left lung 
completely disorganized : much pain in that part. 

He had Phosphoric Acid, Mercurius, Kali Carbon., Lachesis, &c. 

From these medicines he derived immediate and great relief; so 
much so, that he really began to flatter himself with the idea of a com- 
plete restoration. His cough became less distressing ; the pain ceased 
from the chest; his appetite returned; his strength rallied ; he could 
lie on his left side, which he had not done for eight months previously. 
In this way he went on for the space of about six weeks, when, from 
particular circumstances, he was forced to leave my care. He died 
about a month after. 
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November, 1850. — It is satisfactory to be able to state that 
five out of the eight foregoing patients are still living ; and 
that in the majority of them, disease has made but little if 
any progress since their cases were recorded in the first 
edition of this volume, nearly two years ago. 



INJURIES. 

The profound and quaint Jean Paul Eichteb has 
characterised Hahnemann, after his own manner, as " that 
double-headed prodigy of learning and philosophy, whose 
system, though at first despised, was to drag to ruin the 
common receipt-crammed-heads," 

B/ICHTeb's prophecy is fast receiving its fulfilment. There 
is hardly a civilized country in the world, where, within 
the last fifty years. Homoeopathy has not reared its stan- 
dard, and gathered around it a band of devoted adherents. 
In Germany, after many struggles against all kinds of adver- 
sity, it has been fully recognised ; is now fostered and pro- 
tected by government ; and enjoys its hospitals, lectures, and 
university examiners. In France, Austria, Eussia, Prussia, 
and Italy ; in short, in every continental country — it has its 
hosts of followers. In the new world it has been embraced 
with all the ardour of a free and enthusiastic people ; and 
so rapid has been its progress, that in some parts of the 
United States, the practice of medicine is said to be nearly 
equally divided between the old and new systems. In our 
own country, where, twenty -five years since, even the name of 
Hahnemann was scarcel}^ known, there are now between two 
and three hundred legally qualified Homoeopathic practi- 
tioners, of whom sixty-five reside in the metropolis and its 
suburbs. There are three Homoeopathic hospitals in Eng- 
land; one in London, constructed for 150 beds; one in 
Manchester ; and one at Doncasfcer. Besides these there are 
nearly a hundred dispensaries distributed over the country, 
at which poor patients are treated homoeopathically. 

Thus much has Homoeopathy already accomplished. Who, 
contemplating this, can doubt that it is destined, at no very 
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distant period, to " drag to ruin the ayBtem of receipt- 
erammed-heads ! " ' 

These inroads have been made, principally, into the pro^M 
vince of medicine or the " practice of phyaie," regarded as tM 
separate branch of the healing art. 1 

Its siater hrancb, surgery, though it haa not so complete a I 
revolution to apprehend from the advent of Homteopathy, is 
yet destined to feel its beneficial influence. Homceopathy 
does not pretend to aboliah the use of the knife, the splint, 
the roller, and a thousand other mechanical contrivances, for 
the removal and rectification of accidental injuries ; but this 
it will do — it will render surgery far less formidable than it 
has hitherto been, by controlling those accompanying symp- 
toms on which the danger of operations mainly depends. In 
other cases, by curing, or rendering harmleaa, diseases which 
now are considered aa remediable only by the knife, it will 
make a resort to such extreme mcnaures less frequently 
necessary. 

Injuries may be classed under two heads. First — those in 
which the mischief is of such a nature as to demand the 
application of mechanical means for its cure — fractures, dis- 
locations, lacerations, and hernia. Here the surgeon, 
whether homceopathic or allopathicj does not hesitate to 
employ all those contrivances which the ingenuity of 
others may have placed at his disposal. The other class 1 
of cases is that in which the injury may be as great as in the I 
foregoing, but in which the same mode of treatment is not 1 
admissible — sprains, bruises, and concussions. Homceopathy 
here comes iuto play with admirable efi'ect — it controls the 
constitutional distiorbance, and allays local inflammation in a 
manner with which Allopathy has nothing to compare. 

Toremost among those medicinal substances, by which this 
is accomplished, are Arnica, Ehua Toxicodendron, and | 
Calendula. I 

Let ue now adduce a few examples of their beneflcial M 
action. ■ 
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Case I. — S. J — , aged 23 years. Yesterday, whilst out 
riding, was thrown from his horse, and pitched upon his head 
with great violence. He was taken up insensible, and carried 
to a friend's house, where he was visited by a medical gentle- 
man, who applied lotions to the head, prescribed an aperient 
draught, and advised the application of leeches. After a 
short time he rallied, and remained tolerably sensible up to 
this morning, when he was brought home. 

September 19, 1847. — ^Evening ; he is in bed, having become much 
worse since morning, aud has fallen into a state of stupor, or half in- 
sensibUity. It is with difficulty he can be roused sufficiently to re- 
cognise any one, or answer a question. His pulse is slow and labour- 
ing, at times almost intermittent. His skin is warm, the head not 
particularly hot, the pupUs act sluggishly. He vomited in the forenoon. 
There is a lump about the size of a small egg on the back part of the 
head, but no outward wound of the scalp. 

Take Arnica 6th, every three hours. 

21st. — ^More easily aroused, and answers questions more distinctly. 
His skin is hotter. Complains of headache. 

Take two doses of Acouite ; tlien A.rnica again, and apply Arnica 

Lotion to the bruise. 

22d.— He is quite sensible this morning ; wakeful ; talks almost as 
usual ; complains of headache, especially in the forehead, the skin of 
which has become discoloured, and is very hot. The pulse has rallied, 
and is more free and natural ; the pupils contract closely. 

Belladonna 3d, every four hours. 

In the evening. — Still better ; his head being much relieved of pain. 
He is laughing and joking about his accident. 

23d. — He is up and dressed ; has quite recovered his mental activity, 
but still feels a good deal of pain over the eyes, which is aggravated 
by looking at the light. 

Belladonna 12th, three times a day. 

His restoration was rapid and uninterrupted. He applied Arnica 
Lotion to the scalp ; and took inwardly, Arnica, Belladonna, and 
Sulphur, for the removal of some lingering tenderness in the brain. 
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Case II. — E, C- — , it female, aged 50 years. 

April 7tli, 18-17. — Eighieeu boura ago was knocked down, auJ in lier 
fall came in contact witli on iron fender, wliicli biuised lier frigbtfuliy 
across tlic lower part of the back, where she is swollen and tender, and 
completelj discolonred. One of her legs ia also seriously bruised, and 
much swollen. Tiie ear which received the blow is eonsidetabjy 
damaged. Slie is in bed, aiiEEering mucb pain in all the injured parts, 
as well as from general fever, thirst, and headache. 
Take Aconite 3d, directly ; then Arnica 19th, every four houiis ; and 
moisten the bruise with Arnica Lotion. 

8lh. — Wonderfully relieved; nearly all soreness gone out of tlii- 
bruiaes, and she ia free from fever. 

Continue the same treatment. 

9tli.— Still improving. Continue. 

10th. — Up and about lier Jiouse. Simply some discoloration. 
Cured. 
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'. III.— I. C— , a boy, aged 9 yei 



May 13th, 1817. — Fell down yesterday evening whilst at play, and 
struck the left eye, violently. The lid is immensely swollen, not only 
filling up the socket, but projecting out from the face, in the form of h 
large, round tumour. The upper lid hangs down, completely over- 
lapping the lower one, and rendering it immpossible to get a sight at 
the eye. The whole of this part of the face is deeply discoloured. 
Take Arnica 13th, every four hours ; and apply Ariiica Lotion to 

the injured part. 
14th,— The swelling lias almost entirely disappeared ; there ia only a 
little pniSness in the upper lid ; the eye is wide open, and fortunately 
uninjured. 

Continue the Arnica Lotioo, a few hours longer. Cured, 

Case IV. — E, H — , aged 50 years, 

itbniary 9tli, 1847 .^Nine days ago jerked his right shoulder joint 
violently, and ever since has sulTered great pain there, and in the 
snrronnding parts, but principally in the upjier part of the 
has been under medical care ever since; applying leeches, poultici 
lotions, &c, ; and taking sleeping draughts to allay pain, but all to rery 
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little effect. He carries his arm in a sling, and cannot bear it to be 
moved or touched. 

Take Arnica Gth, three times a day ; and wet the parts frequently 

with Arnica Lotion. 
11th. — He is already wonderfully better: there is not half so 
much pain in the joint; and the swelling has almost entirely sub- 
sided. 

Continue the same treatment. 
13th. — There is no more pain in the injured shoulder than in the 
other : he can lift his hand to his head, and move the arm freely 
iu other directions. The swelling around the joint has entirely sub- 
sided. 

Take Arnica 12th, twice a day. 
16th. — He is perfectly well. 

Case Y. — Mrs. L — , aged 30 years. A stout, plethoric 

person. 

July 12th, 1848. — Eight hours ago slipped down stairs, and fell on 
her left side, striking the ribs with great force. She is now in bed, 
suffering intense agony ; being unable to breathe, or move without an 
intolerable increase of pain. The bruised part is so exquisitely tender 
to the touch, as entirely to preclude an examination to ascertain 
whether the ribs are fractured. 

Take Arnica 3rd, inwardly, every three hours ; and apply an 

Arnica poultice, outwardly. 
13th. — Greatly relieved. Can turn in bed, and bear pressure with- 
out inconvenience. The bruised part is still very tender. Her general 
health is good. 

Continue the treatment. 
14th. — Dressed and sitting up ; feeling but slightly the effects of the . 
lall. Cured. 

Case YI. — Eliza H — , aged 5 years. 

August 3d, 1847. — Her wrist was sprained a few hours ago by her 
cousin lifting her up suddenly by the hand. The joint is red, inflamed, 
swollen, and painful. 

Rhus inwardly and outwardly, 
4th. — Much better, swelling reduced ; less pain. 

Continue the treatment. Cured. 
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These csaea ■will serve to illustrate the action of Arnica 
and BhuB, in affectiona arising from external violence. 
Bsperienee has taught me to rely with undoubting confidence 
upon the former of these remediea. In cases of broken 
riba, hy preventing or subduing inflammation of the lungs 
and pleura, it warda off tlie cough, and so savea the patient 
from one of the moat distressing aymptoms attendant upon 
these accidents. In fracturea of other hones, as well aa in 
operations upon the soft parts, its action is scarcely leas 
valuable. 

Calendula is an exceedingly useful remedy, and is particu- 
larly applicable to cuts, lacerations, ulcers, &c., where the use 
of Arnica might cause erysipelas. 

When these remediea shall come to be fully and generally 
appreciated, they will prove the greatest boons ever conferred | 
upon surgery. At present they are under a cloud — the name I 
of Homceopathy excludes them from our hospitals; But it ^ 
is to be hoped that the day is not far distant when those 
prejudices and petty jealousies which now exerciae so haneftjl 
an influence over the progress of medicine, will be superseded 
by a noble and generous rivalry in the advancement of what- 
ever is good. Those who shall then enter a hospital will 
not be deprived of the benefit of a valuable remedy, simply 
because it happens to be aaaociated with the name of the 

ILLT7BTEIOn8 HAHTTBMAinj. • 

• Within tlie last two or three years, Arnica, as aa eiternal appli- 
cation, has come mto use in some of the metropolitsn hospitals, and 
jet Hahnemann continues to be aa violently muligiied aa ever by thoae 
who borrow bis discoveries, without having the bonesty or courage to 
acknowledge the debt. 



EXTRACTS FSOK AEVIEWS OF THE FIRST ^ITIOK 
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a thoroughly practical charaof Dr ; and wiiilst it ex-l 
d difficulties of the old sjatem of medicine, it pre 
I of the advantages and peculiarities of the i 



"We are iiiglily pleased with Mr. Yeldhatn's volume, and consider it J 
the best that has appeared on Homeeopath; for a long time past." — • J 
Sriliei Journal 0/ Homrgopatiy. 

"No person who reads the boob willpnt it aaide without Reeling th^^ 
the writer is a sonnd practitioner, whilst every Homreapathist mnst haffl 
it Ds avaluable aaceasion to that class of writiuga." — HomaopatH 
Timet. 

"The book ia ol 
poses the errors a 
sents a lively pietur 
Liverpool Courier. 

"Written by an educated ani! intelligent man, once a stem opponentJ 
of the views he now advocates, but forced by the accumulated n 
a careful examination of tlie subject to embrace those views." — StlP^ 
Weekly Meteenger. 

"Those wbo are disposed to attach themselves to the 'new sohooij 
will scarcely find a mora able exposition of the systen 
tained in Mr. Teldham's book. — SI, Jamei'i Chromcle. 

"Exhibiting h new, and, according to Mr. Teldham's statement, ^ 
most marvellously successful application of the principles propounded 1^ 
Hahnemann in the cure of acute diseases," — Mormng Herald. 

" Mr. Yeldham writes earnestly, like a man convinced ; simply, s 
even to a rather numerous bod^the non-scientilic, lie is perfectly int«] 



ligible; BJid /airly, for he adTocates his own peculiar curative principles 
without a single scoff at those of otiiers." — JerroltTs Weekly News- 
paper. 

" The work is, in matter and mode of treatment, a valuable contri- 
bution to medical science." — Nonconformist. 



** This book is both scientifically interesting and practically useful. It 
convincingly proves the truth of the Homoeopathic system of medicine." 
— Weekly Times. 

" The volume of Mr. Yeldham is the most impressive and satisfactory 
that has yet come into our hands." — British Banner. 

" A lucid exposition of the application of Homoeopathy in the cure of 
acute diseases.*' — Oxford Herald. 

" Mr. Yeldham's book is incomparably the boldest challenge which 
'the press of this country has ever conveyed to the impugners of Homoeo- 
pathy." — Sunday Times. 

" Many professors of the Old System are constantly forsaking it for 
the New. Mr. Yeldham is one of the most recent converts to the New 
System, and judging from the work before us, one of the most talented. 
His book contains a vast number of facts, all of which have come under 
his own knowledge. They are lucidly arranged, and free from those 
professional technicalities by which medical works are generally dis- 
figured." — Liverpool Albion. 

** Mr. Yeldham writes with energy. We have read his book with 
pleasure, and lay it down with a feeling of respect for the author. He 
does not indulge in personalities, nor seek to entertain his readers by 
references to professional squabbles. He deals largely with facts, each 
of the treatises on disease being illustrated by the history of various 
cases which have c6me under this treatment. To facts and principles 
the Homoeopathic authors constantly refer their readers, and we know 
no higher and firmer ground on which doctrine could be based." — 
Morning Post. 
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